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Positions

Assistant Professor, Department of Religion, University of Florida

Affiliated Faculty, Center for the Study of Hindu Traditions (CHiTra), University of Florida
Assistant Editor, International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature & Culture

Consulting Editor, “Indian Philosophy,” Journal of the American Philosophical Association
Dharma Academy of North America Steering Committee, Theology & Board Steering Committee
Liaison Representative with the American Academy of Religion Units

Honors College Faculty Fellow, Mississippi State University

Section Editor, “Hindu Theology,” International Journal of Hindu Studies

American Academy of Religion, Luce Fellow in Comparative Theology and Theologies of Religious
Pluralism

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy & Religion, Mississippi State University
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Harris Manchester College, University of Oxford, United Kingdom
Religious Studies Teacher, St Catherine’s School, Bramley, United Kingdom



JONATHAN EDELMANN ¢ CURRICULUM VITAE

Education

2008 Pu.D (D.PHiL.), University of Oxford, United Kingdom

2003 M.A. (M.ST.), University of Oxford, United Kingdom

2002 B.A., University of California-Santa Barbara, United States of America
Specializations

Hinduism « Indian Philosophy « Religion & Science « Sanskrit « Bhagavata Purana « Early Gaudiya
Vaisnavism
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Publications

FORTHCOMING

“Moksha,” Columbia University Press, New York, New York

“Exploring The Risks and Rewards of Comparing Religions for the Future of Hindu Studies in 21st
Century America,” Brill Publishers, Leiden, Netherlands

“Philosophical Vaisnavism,” Wiley-Blackwell, Hoboken, New Jersey

“Vamshi Dhara Sharman’s Illumination of A Lamp on Sense and Meaning in the Bhagavata Purana
(Bhavarthadipikaprakasa) and the Original-Reflection Theology, Journal of Vaishnava Studies

BOOK

Hindu Theology and Biology: The Bhagavata Purana and Contemporary Theory. Oxford, United
Kingdom: Oxford University Press. Pages i-xix, 1-249.

Awards

2016 « Nominated for Hindu-Christian Studies Book Award

2015 » Winner of Dharma Academy of North America Book Prize

2011 « Winner of the John Templeton Foundation Prize for Theological Promise,
University of Heidelberg, Forschungszentrum fiir Internationale
und Interdisziplinare Theologie (FIIT), German

Reviews
2018 « Prof Chakravarthi Ramprasad, University of Lancaster, UK
Philosophy East and West: A Quarterly of Comparative Philosophy

2015 « Prof Edwin Bryant, Rutgers University
Journal of the American Academy of Religion

2013 « Dr Andrew McGarrity, University of California and University of Sydney
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies

2012 « Profs David Gosling, Varadaraja V. Raman, and Thomas Ellis
Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science

2012 « Prof Rahul Peter Das, Martin-Luther-Universitit Halle-Wittenberg, Halle,
Germany
Religious Studies Review

ARTICLES

“Bhagavatapurana.” Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Edited by Knut A. Jacobsen, Helene Basu,
Angelika Malinar, and Vasudha Narayanan. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill.

“Sridharasvamin.” Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Edited by Knut A. Jacobsen, Helene Basu, An-
gelika Malinar, and Vasudha Narayanan. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill.
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2017 “Introducing the Bhagavad Gita as Theological Source Text: Text and Commentary, Teacher and
Student” Teaching Interreligious Encounters. Edited by Marc A. Pugliese and Alexander Y. Hwang.
American Academy of Religion “Teaching Religious Studies Series” New York, New York: Oxford
University Press. Chapter 15. Pages 220-236.

2017 “Seeing in Eternal Return: Hermeneutical Perspectives on Karma and Rebirth” Religions, Volume
8, 250; doi:10.3390/rel8110250. Pages 1-13.

2017 “Introduction to Special Issue: Stotra, Hymns of Praise in Indian Literature.” International Journal
of Hindu Studies, Volume 20, Issue 3, Pages 303-307.
Editor for “Jain Uses of Citrakavya and Multiple-Language Hymns in Late Medieval India: Situ-
ating the Laghukavya Hymns of Jinaprabhasuri in the “Assembly of Poets” by Steven M. Vose;
“Poetry as Prayer: The Saiva Hymns of Jagaddhara Bhatta of Kashmir, by Hamsa Stainton; “Evok-

ing Rasa Through Stotra: Ripa Gosvamin’s Lilamrta, A List of Krsna’s Names,” by David Buchta.

2016 “The Dilemma of American Hinduism—Problem and Solution” Prabuddha Bharata or Awakened
India: A monthly Journal of the Ramakrishna Order, November. Volume 121, Issue Number 11,

Pages 731-737.

2015 “The Cause of Devotion in Gaudiya Vaisnava Theology: Devotion (bhakti) as the Result of Sponta-
neously (yadrcchaya) Meeting a Devotee (sadhu-sanga)” Journal of the American Oriental Society.
Volume 135, Issue Number 1, Pages 49-69.

2014 “Agency in the Gaudiya Vaisnava Tradition” Co-authored with Satyanarayana Dasa. Free Will,
Agency, and Selfhood in Indian Philosophy. Edited by Edwin Bryant and Matthew Dasti. New York,
New York. Oxford University Press. Chapter 12. Pages 279-307.

2014 “Introduction to Special Issue: Innovation in Hindu Traditions.” International Journal of Hindu
Studies,” Volume18, Issue 2, Pages 113-118.
Editor for “Madhva Vedanta at the Turn of the Early Modern Period: Vyasatirtha and the Navya-
Naiyayikas,” by Michael Williams; “Hindu Theology and the Question of Qualification: A Study
of Gaudiya Vaisnavism,” by Kiyokazu Okita; “Vernacular Vedanta: Autohagiophical Fragments of
Rama Tirtha’s Indo-Persian, Diglossic Mysticism,” by Timothy S. Dobe; “Innovative Gurus: Tradi-
tion and Change in Contemporary Hinduism,” by Amanda Lucia.

2013 “Becoming Different: Why Education is Required for Responding to Globalism Dharmically,” Jour-
nal of Hindu-Christian Studies, Volume26, Article 5, Pages 17-27.

2013 “Dialogues on Natural Theology: The Bhagavata Purana’s Cosmology as Religious Practice” The
Bhagavata Purana: Sacred Text and Living Tradition. Edited by Ravi M. Gupta and Kenneth R.
Valpey. New York, New York: Columbia University Press. Chapter 3. Pages 48-62.

2013 “Hindu Theology as Churning the Latent” Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Volume
81, Issue Number 2, Pages 427-466.

2012 “When Stones Float and Mud Speaks: Scriptural Authority and Personal Experience in Jivagosvamin’s
Sarvasamvadini” Co-authored with Satyanarayana Dasa. Journal of Hindu Studies, Volume 7, Issue

Number 1, Pages 70-97.

2012 “The Role of Hindu Theology in the Religion and Science Dialogue.” Zygon: Journal of Religion and
Science, Volume 47, Issue 3, Pages 624-642, September.
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“You Are Here: Puranic Cosmology as Cosmic Locator” Nature and Culture. Volume XIV, Part 1:
History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian Civilization. General editor D P Chattopad-
hyaya, volume editor Roddam Narasimha, and associate editor Sangeetha Menon. New Delhi,
India: Centre for Studies in Civilizations. Pages 87-102.

“Introduction: Vaishnavism and the Environment.” Journal of Vaishnava Studies. Volume 18, Issue
2, Pages 1-4.

Editor for Kiyokazu Okita, “Theism, Pantheism, and Panentheism, Ecological Implications”; Daniel
P. Scheid, “Vedanta Desika and Thomas Aquinas on the Intrinsic Value of Nature”; Ferdinando
Sardella, “Bhaktisiddhadnta Sarasvati: A Personalist View of Nature; Kenneth R. Valpey, “The Bha-
gavata Purana and the Environment; Graham M. Schweig, “Talking to Plants: The Vraja Gopikas”;
Gerald T. Carney, “Religious Ecology of Vrndavana”; Pankaj Jain, “Bishnoi: An Eco-Theological
Movement.”

“Argument and Persuasion: A Brief Study of Kirtana in the Bhagavata Purana” Journal of Vaish-
nava Studies, Volume17, Issue 2, Spring, Pages 37-56.

“Setting Criteria for Ideal Reincarnation Research.” Co-authored with William Bernet. Journal of
Consciousness Studies, Volume 14, Issue 12, Pages 92-101.

“The uniqueness of biological self-organization: challenging the Darwinian paradigm.” Co-authored
with Michael Denton. Biology & Philosophy, Volume 22, Issue 4, Pages 579—601.

Modernity’s Warfare in Life & Religion: A Meeting with Charles Darwin and the Bhagavata Purana”
Journal of Vaishnava Studies, Volume 13, Issue 2, Pages 113-126.

“Some Problems in the Hinduism and Science Dialogue.” Metanexus.

Booxk REVIEWS

Bhakti-yoga: Tales and teachings from the Bhagavata Purana, by Edwin F. Bryant. New York, North
Point Press. 2017. 688 pages. ISBN 0-86547-775-2. Published in Journal of Vaishnava Studies. Vol
26, No.2. 2018. ISSN: 1062-1237.

Science and Religion: East and West. Edited by Yiftach Fehige. Science and Technology Studies
Oxon, UK: Routledge, India. February 2016. 240 pages. Reading Religion: A Publication of the
American Academy of Religion. http://readingreligion.org/books/science-and-religion

Hindu Theology in Early Modern South Asia: The Rise of Devotionalism and the Politics of Genealogy,
by Kiyokazu Okita, Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 2014. Journal of the American Oriental
Society, Volume137, Issue 2.

Caitanya Vaisnava Philosophy: Tradition, Reason and Devotion, edited by Ravi M. Gupta. 2014.
Farnham: Ashgate. International Journal of Hindu Studies, Volume 21, Issue 1.

Sri Bhagavat Sandarbha: God—His Qualities, Abode and Associates. Sanskrit Text with English Trans-

lation and Jiva Tosani Commentary, translated and edited by Satyanarayana Dasa. 2014. Vrindavan,
India: Jiva Institute of Vaishnava Studies. Journal of Dharma and Hindu Studies, Volume1, No.1.
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One Religion Too Many: The Religiously Comparative Reflections of a Comparatively Religious Hindu,
by Arvind Sharma. 2011. Journal of Hindu Studies, Volume6, No.1, pages 91-93.

Hindu Perspectives on Evolution: Darwin, Dharma and Design, by C. Mackenzie Brown. 2012. Bul-
letin of School of Oriental and African Studies, Vo.76, No.1, (February).

Hinduism Hermeneutics and Hindu Thought: Toward a Fusion of Horizons,” edited by Rita Sherma
and Arvind Sharma. 2010. Journal of Hindu Studies, Volume4. No.2, pages 207-209.

Krishna’s Mandala: Bhagavata Religion and Beyond, by D. Dennis Hudson. 2009. The Journal of
Asian Studies, Volume7o, Issue o1, pages 277-278.

Irreducible Mind: Towards a Psychology for the 21st, by Edward Kelly et. al. 2009. Network Review:
Journal of the Scientific and Medical Network, No.99, Spring, pages 49-50.

Primary Grants, Honors & Awards

(4) Library Enhancement Grant in the Humanities from the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, and
Center for the Humanities and the Public Sphere

(3) Humanities Scholarship Enhancement Fund, College of Liberal Arts & Science, Uni of Florida

(2) Thirteenth Dharma Academy of North America (DANAM) Symposium Book Award in Con-
junction with Takshasila Institute for Excellence in Indic Studies: The Gajinder and Jyoti Gandhi
Book Award

(1) John Templeton Prize for Theological Promise, John Templeton Foundation, Heidelberg Uni

Courses Taught

1. Religion & Evolution, UF 10. Bhagavata Purana & other Puranas, UF,
Audio/Visual
2. What’s Wrong With You?, UF
11. Hindu Philosophies, UF, Audio/Visual

3. Beginning Sanskrit, UF
12. Yoga, UF, Audio/Visual

. Int diate Sanskrit, UF
4. Intermediate sanskit, 13. Cursus Honorum - The Quest I, Honors,

5. History of Yoga, UF MSU

6. Religions of India, UF 14. Introduction to Religion, Honors, MSU

Religi f Asia. UF 15. Science & Religion, MSU
7. Religions of Asia,

16. Hindu Mythology, MSU
8. Interpreting Asian Religions, UF
17. Hinduism & Buddhism, MSU

9. Bhagavad Gita, UF, Audio/Visual
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Presentations

INTERNATIONAL LECTURES

2018 July 11, “Vaméidhara’s Interpretation of Sridharasvamin’s Bhavarthadipika 1.1.1,” The 17th World
Sanskrit Conference, University of British Columbia

2013 June 13, “Hindu Theology and Contemporary Scientific Theory,” Jagiellonian University Insitute
for Scientific Study of Religion, Krakow, Poland. Invited by Dr Robertem Czyzykowskim.

2013 June 12, “It’s Nothing New: Jiva Gosvamin’s Argument for Transformation in the Tattvasandarbha
and Sarvasamvadini,” Seminar called “Frontiers, twilight zones, shared spaces.” Institute of Oriental
Studies, Jagiellonian University, Department of Indology, Krakow, Poland. Invited by Prof Cezary
Galewicz.

2012 October 28, “Hindu Theology in the Science and Religion Dialogue,” University of Heidelberg, John
Templeton Foundation. Invited by Prof Michael Welker.

2011 May 23, “Hindu Theology in Classical Texts and the Contemporary World,” University of Heidel-
berg, Germany. Forschungszentrum Internationale und Interdisziplindre Theologie. Presentation
at John Templeton Foundation Award Symposium. Invited by Prof Michael Welker.

NATIONAL LECTURES

2019 March 15, “Rasa and Character Analysis in Early Bhagavata Purana Commentaries: Sridhara Svamin’s
influence on Sanatanagosvamin’s Vaisnavatosini and Rapagosvamin’s Haribhaktirasamrtasindhu
in Bhavarthadipika 10.43.16-17” Chicago, IL. 229th Annual meeting of the American Oriental So-
ciety.

2018 November 18, “Risks & Rewards of Hindu-Christian Theological Studies for Hindu Studies: An
Answer to the Call of Professor Francis X. Clooney.” Denver, CO. American Academy of Religion
and Society for Hindu-Christian Studies. Presenter and Panel Organizer with Professor Michelle
Voss Roberts, then President of the Society for Hindu-Christian Studies.

2017 November 20, “Secrets to Conceal and Secrets to Obsurce in Gaudiya Vaisnavism,” Dharma Academy
of North America (DANAM) and the American Academy of Religion. I was the co-organizer of this
panel with Dr David Buchta.

2017 April 29, “Hinduism and the Global Political Will,” Graduate Theological Union, affiliated with the
University of California-Berkeley, Graduate Theological Union Conference on Sustainable Soci-
eties: Interreligious & Interdisciplinary Responses. Berkeley, California. Invited by Rita Sherma,
Director of the Center for Dharma Studies Associate Professor of Dharma Studies Core Doctoral Fac-
ulty Member.

2016 November 21, “Interrogating Rebirth: Hindu-Christian Debates and their Contemporary Rele-
vance,” Dharma Academy of North America (DANAM).

2015 November 21, “Unfolding Experience: Texts in Psychological Contexts.” Dharma Academy of
North America (DANAM) Theme (I co-organized this with Gerald Larson): Methods in Indian
Discourse: Comparative Perspectives on Reason, Theology and Tradition.

2015 November 20, “One-life and Many-life Theisms: A Philosophical Discussion.” Society for Hindu-
Christian Studies and Dharma Academy of North America (DANAM). American Academy of Re-
ligion.

2014 October 10, “An Argument for Reconciliation: Consciousness in the Gaudiya Vaisnava Tradition

and Contemporary Biological Theory” Jiiana-sangama, Edison, New Jersey. Invited by Sri Su-
gunendra Tirtha Swamiji, head of Puthige Monastery, Udupi, India, 29th Pontiff of the Monastery
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established by His Holiness Sri Madhva-acharya (13th century).

October 25, “Is Religious Experience a Hermeneutical Category? Gaudiya Vaisnava Theologians on
Scriptural Interpretation.” The Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy (SAGP). Hosted by Fordham
University.

November 21, “Critique and Conservation in Gaudiya Vaisnava Theology.” American Academy of
Religion, Dharma Academy of North America (DANAM).

November 23. “The Gaudiya Vaisnava Tradition’s Post-liberation Theology of the Spiritual Body
(siddha-deha)” American Academy of Religion, Comparative Theology Group.

November 16, “Becoming Different: Reflections on Malhotra’s Being Different” Invited by Prof
Francis Clooney. American Academy of Religion, Society for Hindu-Christian Studies.

November 19, “Historiography in a South Asian Context,” American Academy of Religion. Reli-
gion in South Asia and Science, Technology, and Religion Unit.

September 17, “Churning the Ocean of Milk: Method in North Indian Devotional Theology,” Uni-
versity of Florida, Dept of Religion, Center for the Study of Hindu Traditions. Invited by Vasudha
Narayanan, Distinguished Professor of Religion.

September 11, “Devotional Yoga in a Hindu Mystical Context,” University of the Redlands, Dept of
Religion. Invited by Professor Fran Grace.

November 20, “Defining and Doing Theology: Jiva Gosvamin and Vi$vanatha Cakravartin’s Jus-
tification of the Bhagavata Purana as Vedantic Commentary” American Academy of Religion,
Hinduism Group Panel.

November 20, “By the Grace of God: Vi$vanatha Cakravartin’s Argument that Bhakti-Yoga is Un-
obtainable by Personal Effort” Dharma Association of North America (DANAM), Panel: Bhakti as
Yoga.

October 26, “Hinduism and Science: New Perspectives on Consciousness.” University of Virginia.
Invited by John Nemec, Associate Professor of Hinduism.

October 6, “Controversies over ‘Hindu Theology’ — why Hindu thought is theological and why it
matters.” University of Notre Dame. Invited by Bradley Malkovsky, Associate Professor of Compar-
ative Theology.

November 6, “A Tale of Two Swamis: Mapping the Modes of Interaction of Between Darwin and
Swami Vivekananda and Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada” American Academy of Religion, at DANAM.
Montréal, Canada.

LocAL & STATE LECTURES

January 20, “Consciousness in Jiva Goswami’s Theology of the self in his Paramatmasandarbha:
Reflections on Nonbeing and Being in General Terms (samanya).” Gainesville, Florida; Thompson
Center. Invited lecture at a conference called “Consciousness in Science: A multi-disciplinary ex-

ploration of its possibilities and challenges”

October 30, “Reality and Illusion: Hindu and Buddhist Philosophies on the World’s Being in Rela-
tion to God: Sridhara Svamin’s Bhavarthadipika in Conversation with Nagarjuna’s Malamadhya-
makakarika.” University of Florida, Undergraduate Philosophical Society, Department of Philoso-
phy. Invited lecture.

October 11, “Soma in the Rg-veda” University of Florida, Invited Guest lecturer in “Plants, Health
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& Spirituality,” Department of Geology.

March 27, “Regional Bhakti - Devotion in 16th Vrndavana and the Bhagavatapurana.” Lecture in
Undergraduate and Graduate Seminar called The Miraculous Lives of Hindu Saints: Devotion, Po-
etry, and History (RLG 6938/IDH 3100). Invited by Assistant Professor of Religion Gil Ben-Herut,
University of South Florida.

March 13, “Comprehensive Approaches to Health in the Hindu Traditions,” One Health Center of
Excellence, Emerging Pathogens Institute. Invited by Professor Ilaria Capua, Director of the Univer-
sity of Florida One Health Center of Excellence.

February 18, “Hinduism and Science: the Bhagavata Purana in Light of Contemporary Thought,”
Hindu University of America, Orlando, Florida. Invited by Dr. Debidatta Aurobinda Mahapatra,
Director of the Mahatma Gandhi Center for Non-Violence, Human Rights and World Peace at HUA.

January 20, “Uncovering Bhakti of Karma, Jfiana, and Yoga in the Gaudiya Vaisnava Tradition,”
CHiTra Mela: Research and Pedagogy in South Asia and Global Hindu Traditions: A Symposium
for Faculty and Graduate Students in Florida, Center for the Study of Hindu Traditions, University
of Florida.

January 15, “Contributions of Hindu Ethics to Ecology.” Religion, Science and the Future. Annual
Conference of the The International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, held at
the University of Florida.

October 15, “Our fictitious selves: Hindu and Buddhist philosophies of naturalism,” Undergraduate
Philosophy Society, Department of Philosophy, University of Florida. Invited Barbara Cohn, Un-
dergraduate President.

March 29, “You must meet a devotee: Conversion in Gaudiya Vaisnavism as accepting bhakti-yoga.”
Religious Conversions: A Worships. Hosted by the University of Florida’s History and Religion
Departments. Invited by Associate Professor of Religion Robert Kawashima.

December 21, "Numinous Experience,” Conversation with Allysa Browne Peyton, Assistant Curator
of Asian Art. Invited by Allysa Payton.

Sept 12, “Serving a Neighbor in Need: A Hindu Perspective” Whitehouse Presidential Interfaith
Event. Invited by Assistant Dean Cade Smith, Mississippi State University.

March 8, “Hinduism and Science: Their Unexpected Teleological Connections.” University of Mis-
sissippi. Faculty Lecture Series.

March 24, Mississippi Philosophical Association, “Thoreau’s’ Yoga of Freedom.” Mississippi State
University, Theme: Libertarianism.

March 5, Mid-South Philosophy Conference, “An Alternative to Dualism — Indian conceptions of
consciousness.” University of Memphis.

November 18, “Presentation of Hinduism: Fundamental Teachings for Educators” International
Educators and the Holmes Cultural Diversity Center. Colvard Union. Mississippi State University.
Invited by the Holmes Cultural Diversity Center.

October 22, “Mark Twain’s Hinduism: How the Story of Religion is part of the Story of Identity-
Making” Arts & Sciences Showcase. Mississippi State University.

Interviews
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August 25, “Evolution, the Bhagavata Purana & Vaisnava Theology (Podcast #53). Interviewed by
Jacob Kyle, Producer and Founder of Embodied Philosophy, Chitheads.
Embodied Philosophy: http://embodiedphilosophy.courses/chitheads1/jonathan-edelmann

June 20, Documentary Interview: “The Mystery of Reincarnation.” Flute Song Media.Invited by
Sanjay Sharma, Producer.

Professional Service

Invited reviewer for: (9) MIT Press

(1) Zygon: Journal of Religion & Science (10) ROl.lﬂ.edge Press

(2) Cambridge University Press (11) Rehgmp )

(3) Journal of Vaishnava Studies (12) Rhetoric Society Quarterly

(4) Biology & Philosophy (13) Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature &
(5) Journal of Consciousness Studies Culture . .

(6) International Journal of Hindu Studies (14) International Journal of Dharma Studies
(7) Journal of Hindu Studies (15) Sophia: International Journal of Philosophy
(8) Acumen Press (16) Journal of Religion

University Honors Committee, Honors Program, University of Florida

Interdisciplinary Lecture selection committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Dean’s Office,
University of Florida

Humanities Scholarship Enhancement selection committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
Dean’s Office, University of Florida

Organizing Committee Member: Religion, Science and the Future. The International Society for
the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the ISSRNC. January

14-17.

Co-organizer with Dr Jessica Frazier, Seminar Series, Oxford University, Oxford Centre for Hindu
Studies, University of Oxford: “Means of Knowing in Indian Traditions and Cognitive Science”
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