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"Bill Marsiglio has single-handedly redefined the study of fatherhood, expanding it by increments so that it
now includes mentoring . . . A well-researched, eloquent, intellectually astute, and emotionally generous
book."—Michael Kimmel, SUNY at Stony Brook

"Men on a Mission .. skillfully blends the scholarly and the personal in a signal contribution to a small but
growing literature on men's involvement in shaping the course of the next generation."—Frank F.
Furstenberg, University of Pennsylvania

"Marsiglio’s masterful and panoramic portrait makes us aware how so many men today take a real risk to 'be
there' for others’ children, and shows us how they—and we—profoundly benefit from their generative
journey."—Joseph H. Pleck, University of Illinois

Men on a Mission provides the first comprehensive study of men who work and volunteer with kids in a
variety of public settings. This engaging book brings to life diverse histories and experiences of men who
have worked as coaches, teachers, youth ministers, probation officers, Big Brothers, Boys & Girls Club staff,
and the like. Drawing on in-depth interviews with men between the ages of 19 to 65, ethnographic
observations, and more than twenty years of research on fathers, William Marsiglio explores the many
aspects of male mentorship of youth, underscoring its ties to fathering. Situating men’s youth work in
historical perspective and discussing the status of youth today, this groundbreaking analysis offers a forward-
looking vision for getting men more involved, and involved more productively, in helping kids thrive.

William Marsiglio is a professor of sociology at the University of Florida and author of Stepdads: Stories of
Love, Hope, and Repair.
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