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'PLAIN WO.nDS ONTlIE WOMAN QUESTION.
, .

Ip any speCie~or race desires a'continued existence then above 0.11
t~gll. ~t~ necessary,thnt that sPecies or race shouid go O'nrepro-
duclng Itself. , " ;, . .
," ThiI,. I am a1"are, is ~ ob~OUIIpIa'titude; but I think it wu
John Stuart ~ill .wbo .once said 'there :were inch, things in the
world 118 luxuPloUSp.latitu~es.. Some truthll are' 10 often taken for
~~nted, in ruence, that we are :in' danger' at ,times of quite losing
fIlght.of.them. And as I19Jner:oo?-frlen~ ot mine have lately been
ac~smg me ~f " ba~en parado~ell,J1I 'am imxi~us in this paper to'
avold "all appearance of paradox; barren or fertile and to connne
Xnyselfatrictly to ~he ~erest tn1isms. Though 'the truisms, to be
sure, are of a partlcular sort too much overlooked 'in controversy
nowadays by a certaitJ.tyPe of mc?der:nlady miters.

Let u8~ook then prieBy At.th~ needful conditions under which
alon~ th~ liuman race c~n go on :r;eproducingitself.

II e;ery woman married, and every woman had four children
~pulation ·,would·remain just stationary. Or rather, if every mar,
na~ble adult ma.nand woman it} a giTen community were to marry,
an,d If eve7 marnage proved .fex;tile, on the average, to the extent
of ".tour.children, ,thep, under fayourable circunistances that com.
m~ty; I ~ke it, w;owd}ust keep~upits numberi,neithe; m'creasing
nor .decreanng from !eneration ~o generation. " If less thn all the
adult men and women ,married, o~if the mamages proved fertile on
the ave~ge to a less degree than four childrep. apiece, then that
co~uruty ~ould grow imalle!, a4d ~maller. In ,order that the com:.
munlty may keep up to its nonnallevel, therefore, eith~r ail adults
,mnst marry and produce to tlW\ ~xtent, or else, tewer marrying,
~h08efewmust ~ave families exc~ng o~ the D.vel'llgefour children,
~ ex~~t proporti~n to the ra~ ~f~bllt~n~on~'And if the community
~ ,to,mcrease (whleh~n ]~arW'1nla~prpIC1plesI believe to be a condi-
tion precedent of natlonal,heillth ~nd vigour), then either all adults
must marry .and produce more t~im four, chil<4-enapiece, or else,
fewer marrymg, those ,!r;w ,must F,051?cea,sm,anymore ,as will com-
rensate for the ~bstentlon of the r~mam~er and form,'a lIJIIallsurplus
II:!- each gen~ratlon. ",:

In,~ri~, ,at the present daYr I believe I am r.ig.h~in deducing
(a.fte: :Mr.F. Galton) :that an 'a~erage ,ot about six ehildren per
marnage "(not pe~ head Of'~emale'inhabitants) is itecenalj in order
to :ceep ,th~ pqpulation jnst stati6na;r,.. And the aeiuBJ.number of
children per, marriage is 'Ii ~ttle ~ exceillj~e~en that hig~ figure,
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thus providing for'"the ,re~iilcrea8e from census to cenaua and
for overBow'by emigration1 ' ,

These facj;",'all platitudes8s they .are, Iook so startling at first
sight that t~ey will probably nee~ for,the unstatistical reader a littl~
explanation imd 8inip~cation. ,.', .
Well, ~ppose, now, every man and every woman in a given com-

munitYwer~ to marry; and suppose they were. in each case to pro-
due? two children",lI.boy and,a girl t and suppose tho5e.children were
in every case to-attain 'maturity: why, then, the next generation
would exactly reproduce the last, each father 'being represented by
hi. ,son,and each. mother by her daughter, (ta infilll·fu~. (I pur-'
posely omit, lor, simplicity's snke', the' complicating ~actor ox:the
length arid succession of generations,which by .good luck' in, the
easeof the human species practically cancels itself:) But as a matter
of ,fact, all, the children do not Attain m.aturity: on the contrary,
nearly half of them die before reaching."the age of manhood-in
sOme'conditions .of life, indeed, ahd in acme .countries, more than
hall ,Roughly speaking, therefore (for I don't w:i'shto become 0.

statistical bore), it;may be said that in order tbClt two children may
attain maturity and be capable of marriage, even under tll!) most
favourable circumstances, four must be born. : The other two must
be provided to cover risks of infant or, adolescent,mortality, and to
Insure against jnfertility or incapacity for marriage in later HIc:
They Br!lwanted to make up the categories o£soldiers, .sailora, imbe-
ciles, cripples, and incapable! generally., So ~hat even if every pos-
nole person married, and if everi married pair had foll't' children,
we should only just keep up the number of our population from one
age to another. , ' , :' '
Now, I need hardly say that not every possible person does marry.

and that we do actually n good deal more than keep up the number
of our population. Therefore it will at oncebe clear that each actual
marriage is fertile -toconsiderably more than the extent Offour chil-
dren. That is, -indeed, a heavy ,burden 'to lay, upon women. .Dnc
aim, at least, of social reformers should certainly be to lighten it as
much as ponible. '
Nevertheless, I t~it'Wili be abundantly apparent from these

simple,considerations' thit in every community, ano. to 0.11time, the
vast majority of the women must become'Wives and mothers, and
must bear at least four children. apiece. If some womenollhirk their
natural duties, then a heavier task must be laid upon the remainder.
But in any cue almost all mnst becomewives" and mctbers, and
Almostall must bear at least four or,five children. In our existing
state mare the very fewest' that our country can do with.

Moreover, it is pretty clear that ,the best-ordered community
will be. one ".here as' I.rge a proportion of ,the:-womenas possible
marry, and where th~_burden of maternity is thus'most evenly sharld
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between them. Adnli'ttmg tliat certain ,women~y. have gOoa
reaaoDJJ :lor a~oia.m.g'ma~rnity Ion v~rioU$'groUDd.&-:-~fi.in'e~, 'or,
:what is probably much the 1I,1I.D!etl),mg at bott~m, disinclinati,on-
and admitting' also ~hat where web' goo~ re~onll exist, it is best thoso
':"onten. 'should rem'aln immnrriJd, we must still -:teel that ',in most
caSes marriage is in,' itsel1 desixlable,'nnd that limited families are
better: than lArge"ones..'In ot~eTwotds,lt is best fo;r the c'omn'l'unity
at lar~e t~a't most w,omenshoul~' ma,riy, ~d should have ,mO?-er:te
families, rather than: tha~' fe,ver shoUld marry and'have UD:meldily
large ones; for if fllIililiel! are Imoderate there will be a greater
'reserve ofhenith ailcIstrength 11t In th,e ,motheni f~r each b~, the
production of c:bil.dre~can ~ I.'pread'more slo~ly'over a longer time,
and the :latn~lyresources will be Iless heavily' ~ed :lor their'main-
tenance and education. ).'ncldentany this will benefit both parents,
as well as the community. Tha~' is to say, whez:e ,many marriages
and small families ,aie ,the rule, the children Will on the average be
'born healthier, be better ted; aJd, be Iaunched mere fairly 'on the
'Wodd in the end. ,mere,marrkges are ,f~wer zind families large,
the strain of maternity ,,:ill be m~st constant and most heavily felt;
the father Will be harder,woJ'ktid, and the children will be born
feebler, will be worse fed, and will start wone equipptid in the battle
of life. .,',""
, lIence! wouia infer that-the goal a ;wise.commUnity should kcep
in view is rather ,mor~ marriageS':and fewer children 'per marriage,
:th~ 'fewer m!lrringes and 'moJ:ec~Udrcn per marriage. " , , .

Or, to. put thesll cqnc~u.'!Iionsnnother way: in nny' case, the ,-ast
majoritY ot,women hi any commJnity must needs become wives and
mothers-: and in -the best.<?rde~ community, the largest possibJo
'nUmber will doubtless become sOllin order to distribute the burden
equally, and to produce in the ena the best resUlts tor the nation. '

Well, it m.ay be brutul and .un!m.anlyto admit th-ese ,facts or to
insist upon these fa~t8, '~ we are often told it is by lpaidenla!iies;
but st.ill, if we are to go on existing at all, we must look the :facts
fairly and. flquarely in the face, aiJ.dmust see how modem tendon-
cies stand ,with regard to them.,
Now, I have the greatest' sympathy. with the modem woman's de-

mand for emancipation, I a~ ,~ri enthusiast on the Woman Ques.
ti~n. Indeed, BOfnr ani I from wi~hing tc?keep her in subjection to
lria.n, that I ,should like to se~ her ~ 'great deal more, emancipated
than she herself o.sjet at all desires. Only, her ema,ncipation must
no~ be of '6 lort that interferes In lany way With this prime natural
necessity. T~ the end of ii.U'time,~t is,mathematically demonstrable

. :.
(1) Oh• .,.e., I bow 'all,aboat lIall;ha.; ~Qt ,:arr. Galton hu .• bown tbat 'a certain

Ulo_t of oTu-populaUon iI nee•••• !')' tor '1I1'Y1Talot tb.1itteat, and that if'th, lM!.t
lUla moet. lnteUiSQt e1aIHI abltD.ln, the' wo~ Ilid. lowest"m ,ani.,. Dlale. ,UP the' l.e--1101' them. ," ,
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that most women muSt become. the-;nothers of nt .Ieast fou):, c~ndreu,
or elsE;the race mus~ cease to exist. Any supposed solution of the
woman-problem, th~refore, which, fails, to look this fllct strnight in
the face, is n~fa'lse solution. ,It cries" Peace, peace! U where there
is no peace. l~s:ubstitutes 'n verbal juggle for 0. real way out of the
difficulty. It withdraws t~e l1~t~nti?nof thin~g wo~en f~omthe true
problem of their seltto fi:ut on side-issuesof comparative u~mp()rtance.

And this, I believe, is ,what almost all the Wpma,~'8 Rights women
are Sedulously doing. n:t the, p~;sent ~ay. '!hey' nr<? pursuinl;, a
chip:!mra, and neglecting to perceive the h";C ,aImof ~holr sox. ~hey
are setting up 11'1a.lscand ,unattainable Ideal, while ~hey omit to
realise the true and attainable one whi<.:halone is open to them.

For let us look again for n moment a;t what ,this all ~ut u:illversal
necesSity of. maternity Implics.. .Al~ost ei'ery womnn,' :must ' bear
four or· five ~hUdrcn. .In doing EOshe' must on the arerage use up
the ten ortwelve best years of hedifc ,::the: ten.'or twelve years that
immediately succeed her attainment O~"complete womanhood. For
note by the way, thqt these women must also for the most part marry
yo~g: as lIr. Galton h~s shown, you canquieUy and cfff.!c~unlly.
wipe out a mce by merely making its w~men ,all marry at twenty-
eight: .mnrrled beyond th~t age, the! ~on't.i>rb~uce' children en~ug.h
to replenish the population. Agrun, during. these ten or t;,ehe
yearS of ehild-bearing'at .the very l~ast, the w?men can't conveniently
earn their own livelihood; they must be provlde,d for by the labour of
the ,men-under emting circumstances (in f:n'our of: which I
have no ,Phi,listine prejudice) by iheir ow~ husba~~s_ .n is true thnt
in the Tery lowest state of savagery ~eclal pro\'l$;on 1S seldom made
by the men for the women ovendurl'pg the periods of pre~ancy,
childbirth, and infancy of the offspring. The wo~en must l:ye (ns:
amon•.•.the Hottentots) over the' worst of these periods on -their own
stored-up stock of fat, like hibernating bears ,or desert camels. It is
true nlso that among sa.••.age races generally the wo.men hnve to work
as hard as the men though the men bear in most cases the Iarger
share in providing a~tunl food '~or t~c entire f,amily., ~ut in civil-
ised communities-nnd t1!e more 80 In proportion t? the.Ir d~g:ee of
civilisation-the men dl enost of the hardest wor-k,'and ill parhcul~r
take uPon themselves the' duty of providing fOi."the wive!l.an~ ehil-
dren. The higher the, type, the' longer are the wiv~s nnd children
provided for. Ano.logy would lead one to suppose (with Comte) that
in the highest communities the men would do all the work, ~d tho
,l"omen 'Wouldbe leit entirely free to undertake the management and
education' of the children. , , ' ,

Seeing, then, tha.t these necessities are lnid by the 'Verynature_of'
our organization upon .women, it 'Wouldappear as ;though two duties
'Wereclea.rly imposed llpon tfe women the~nselves"llnd. upon ~ll th?~
men who ~ylnpathize in thell' welrare,: Fust, to see that theu tram-
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ing. an~ .educatio.n s~o~d; fit them above ~yerything else for this
theIr mam function in life; and, second, tba~ in consideration of the

: special b~en th;y haTe, to b~ar:,in co~eetiOl?- with 'reproduction,
all the r,est .of IUe should, be made. lL'I lig~t and easy and free for
, them ~ P'!Slilble. W~ought D:a¥ly to recognise that most women
m~tt,~ iviTe~ and mothers: that most women, ahQuld therefore be

. "tra~e~, p~yslcally, :norally, so;iaVy, and %!lentally, in the way best
:B.tt~ngthem. to be WlVH,~d mothfrs;, and that all such women 'h:l"c
'11.ng~t to ~h~,~est and mO!'t~enerous support in carrying out their
, iunctIon.i as Wlvesand mothers. , . '
. .And here,itis that we seem to come in conflict for a moment with
most of the D;loMrnWoman-Question agitators.· r!lllY for n moment
only, for I 11~ not go~g to admit,; even for that briet epace 'of time,
that the doctrme I W1shto ~t forth here is one ""hit Iesa advanced
o~e wh~t less r~di~, o'i one ~~it ~e$Semancipatory than the doctrin~
Iaid do~ by. the.most eman,cI~ate4 women. On the con~rary. I feel
.sure ,that ~hllc women are c~~ fOf emaneipatipn'thcy really want
to be left ~ sInvery; and that It 18 oi:rly11few exc~ptional men, here
,~nd ther.~ In ,the .world, who wis~ to see ,them fully and wholl«
?~frnnchiSed. ~dthose men ar~ not the ones 'who take the lea~l
m so-called WOman'. Rights movements.' ,

For what ~s'the ide~l that most yf these modern wo~e~ agitators
set before ~h~? . Is 1~not clearly,the ideal of an unsexed woman 10

,.Are they not always' talking to us It' though it were not the fllct that
most w;omen,m~t be ,,"ves and .mothers.? D9 they not treat any ro-
feren~e to that fact as. somethl;Dg ungenero~8, ungentlemanly, and
almost bl11taI? Do they not talk ~bout our "I>aD':_g th '. .th" t h" ? . """"........ elr !leXIn
elr: eet -:as though' any man ever resented the imputation of

manllMss. ~a~, have we no~ eveL; many times lately, heard those
wo~en W~? l~t upon the essential wODlllDlinessof women de-
scnbed as traitors to the cause of,their ."'x',,? '\\.'!' "

( .' hI' ' , •.•.. J.' ow, we men arc
rig ,t y) ve.ry J:alous ,of our virility. We hold it il slight not to he
borne that anyone should ~~u~ ~ur essential manhood. ' .And we
do well to be ,a~gry: for'Vlr.qtty 111 ~he .keynote fo all that is best
and most fOrCl?le ~ .the .~~u1ij1e, character. Women ought
. equally to glory m th~17fetn,unru.ty, A woman ought to be ashamed
to say ahe has n~ desJre to become a wife and mother. Man such
women there are nQ doubt-it is to be feared wx'th o·ur ~ t't •• f .' . , eXlSm•.•.
rlUnmg, ar too man"': but instead of 'I.---~:-g of th.:....' C>

• • , • J " WlS.S....... elr Be;Uessness
8~ ~ matter of pride, they; pught to keep it dark, and to be nshamed
? It--:aa ashamed 81 a man in a like pr8dicament woUld be ot his
~p?tenc~.· Th~y ought to feel they have fallen ahort of the health v
mstincta p.f ·:theu:~d, instead of posing as in .ome senie the crca~
of the .uru.yerle, on the IItrerigtb of what is really a functionlll
aberration.' ' "
.: U;uortunatelYi·ho~ever;-'ju8ratt¥epie8eii.rmomen~aooMid~~:
able nuxnber of the ablest women ,have ~enmisled into taking this
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tmf~e' side, anQ.becoming real .~'traitors to their sex" in' BO far
as they endeavcur tolissimilate wqnen to menjn everythU;tg, and ~v
put upcn their shoulders, as a gloryand privilege, tho burden of
their own support. Unfortunately, too, they have erected into nn
ideal what is re;illy an unhappy nece~sity of the passing phase.
They have set }>elorethem as an' aim what ,?ught. to be regarded as
ap~~al/~r.. .And ,the 'reasons why they have 'done' 80 are abunduntly
evident to anybody who takes 0.,wide and extended view of the present
cr~-:-for a crisis it undoubtedly is.....,in·thepo~ition of women.
In the first place, the movement for the Higher Education of

Women, in itself all excellent and most praiseworthy movement, haS'at
first,' almost of necessity; taken 0. wrong 'direction, which has entailed
in the' end much of the present uneasiness. Of course, nothing
could 'well be worse than the so-celled education oI-,women fortyOI'
fifty years ago. Of course, nothing could ba narrower than the view
of~eir' sex then prevalent. as eternally predestined ,to suckle fools
and chronicle "mall beer. But when.the need tor some change WIlS
first felt, instead of reform ttLking a rational d.irecHon-insteild of
women being educated to suckle strong and intelligent' children, and to'
order well n wholesome, beautiful, reasonable house~!lld~-the mistake.
WIlS made of educating them like men':"'giv,ing a like training 'for
totally 'unlike functions. The result WllStbp.t'mllny women became
unsexed in the process, and many others' acquired u distaste, an un-
natural distaste, for the functions which nature intended them to
perform: At the present moment, a grent majority of the ablest
women Arewholly diS:Sutisfiedwith their own positicn as w,omen,and
with the position imposed by the fnets 'of the case upon women
generally: and this as the direct result of their false education .. They
have DOreal plan to propose for the future of women as a sex : but
in a vllgue and formless way they protest inarticulately agnins,t the
whole' feminine function in women, often even going the length of'
talking as thougq tho -world could get along permanently without
wives and mothers.'
In the second place, a certain real lack of men to marry, here and

now, in certain classes ofsoeiety, lindthose the classes that lead
thought, ha.smade all exceptional number of able women at present
husbandlcss, and thus hll'~added strength to the£eeling that·women.
must and ought to,c.a.rnthe~r own.living. How small ari~ ~oeal this
cause isI shall hereafter try to show,: but there can be, no doubt
that.it has much to dowith the present discontents among women,

, There is 0: feeling abroad that mllny women ,clUl'tget marricd : and
this fcieling,bolstcre~ up by erroneous ,8tati~tics and misunderstood
b.cts, has greatly induced women to ercct into an ideal for all what..' ',. ' .
(1) A Ihcir( tim$ ago I received an ang,.Yletlor from •• cor:r.5poQd~Jlt in 10.,."•.full oJ

cunouah\uater,&'bout ••dOinl\' without .the mcnlllt()lrethcr,·~.,App!-l:entl.Yth~8 JB~Y
rii1l1i lmagixi~ thi~ tli~ hl1:ru1Jl r.1c:cc)wd 1.0 ro~ruited lro:ri tho ~pos~barrrbushes,

YOLo ,XL"!. x.s, '1 !
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is ~y apu-aller ~or a small fraction of their bodY-:-!elf.support in
oompetition m,th men. .
. But are there .not.~even hundred tho1iso.na more women than men
in'~e Vnited Kingd~cnP And must not these seven hundred thou-

, sand be .eD.nbledto eltrn their own living r 'That.is the one solid lact
w'hich' the, II 8(h~'nnCed17 women ate al~y8 flinging at our heads; and
thnt is the one fallacious bit ot statistics which seems'at first sight to
give· some colour of ~~bleneSl to the arguments in favour of the
defemi.ni%ation of,wOmen.
As fl,'matter of fact, ,th~' sf41tiaticsare .not, true. _There are not

700,000 Plore ~omen than, men, but 700,000 more /n1Uzlu than
males hi the United ·Kingdom. Th~people who say It seven hundred
thousand womeli," pictare to themselves that vast body of marriage-
able girls; massed in a hollow equare, and looking about them in
~ain across wide, leagu~ 'of, country tor non-existent husbands.
But ,figures are things that always :require to bp explained, and.
above all, to be regard~ ,in their true proportions to one another,
These 700,000 femaleS include· inIants in arms, lUnatics, Sisters of
charity, unfortunates, and ladies of ,eighty. A. large part of the
excess 19 due to tho grenter longevity of women; IUld the num'bcr
comprises the ~reat mass of widoW's,who have once in their lives
possessed a 'husband of ~h~ir own, and have outlived him, partly
because they are, as a rule, younger, and partly ~y dint of their

\
. stronger constitutions: Moreover, this ~otnl disparity of 700,000,
, incl!1ding bnbies, lunatics, and widoW's,is a disparity on a. gross
population of somethiDg more thlln thirty-tivemillions. Looking these'
figw'l:ls straight in, th, face, we find tbe nctual proportion of the
S8.s:es·to baas 172 ~riles to 179 femllles. Speaking very roughly,
this':o;w.kes about four females'm every ,hundred, including babiC!s,'
widows~ and so for&h;'who hnven't a complementary male found for
them. This in itself is 8tlrely no very terrible disproportion. It '
doesn't more than cover the re14tive number of women who are :
naturo.lly debarred irom marr~ge, or "who under no circumstances
would ever submit to be married. Out of every hundred women, :
roughlyspea1dng, ninety-su: have h"q.Soondsprovided for them by
nature. and only four need go into n nunnery or take to teaching
the higher 'mathematics. . And if the !Darriag~able men and women
only are' reckoned in th~ account, as far as 1~n 'gather fr.om exist.,
ing statistics,. the ~proportion aiDkS fo a 'twte insignificant Ua()tion;
.,Neverthele,9B, it is a fact, tbllt both in England anll America the

mnrriageable. men of ,th'e,:middleand upper classes a;re not to' the
. fore, and that accordingly in these clnsses-the c'iiscUssing,thinkinO',
agitating classes-nn undue proPortion of women reJllllins unmarried.
The CD.usesof this class-disparity are not far to seek. ' ,In America,

___~~~...:.i~_:mIltLJl8S_gon8-'W-est.-.,-In::EngIand;-he-iB'itt~ne:nftn.Y;in···· ..
the nnvy, -in the, Inilian. Oivil'Servico1,in the Oape. :Mounted Rifles.
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lie is 'flh~faTm.lng ~ 'New Zealand, ranching in .Colorado, 'growing
tea in Assam, planting 'coffee in~eylon; he is. a cowboy jn Montana,
or a wh~at-fanner in ,:Manitoba,or a ~Hnn:iond.digger at Kimberley,
or a ~erchllllt at Melbourne: 'in short, he is anywhere, and every-
.where, excElptwhere he 'ought to be, mnking 10'"0 to the prettygi~ls
in England .. For, being a math I, of 'course, take it for granted
that ,the first business of a girl is to be pretty. '.

p.;..mg to thes,e cause~~ it has un£ortu~~tcly hap?e~ed th~t a
.period of great upheaval 1D. the female nun,d hUBcoincided with n
.period when the !J,umber of unmarried women in the cultivated
classes was abnorinally' large. The. upheaval would. ~doubtedl.y
have taken place in ,our· time, e'\"~~Without the cO-0IX:rationof .t~s
last exacerbatin·.,. cause: 'The position of women was not a position
which could be~r the test of nineteenth- century scrutiny. "I'heir
.education ,was inadequate'; their social' .status was ' .humipating;
~ir political power was I'it;. their practical and person~ gneyanc~s
were innnmerable: above 11.11, their, relations ~o the family-to their
husbands, their children, their friends, ~heir prop~rty-was ,simply
'in.sUpporlable. .A. real Woman Quesh~n :thore wlt~,nnd l~,.~nd
must be, The pity of it is that th~ cotncld~nce of Its reco~Dlt19n
with the dearth of marriageable men in the middle nnd upper classes
has largely 'dellec:ed the consequent movement . into wrong and
essentially impracticable channels. ., .

For the result has been that in~tead of subordinating the claims of
the unmni-ried women ·to the claims of the wives and mothers, the
movementhas subordinated the c1ai~s' of tho wives and mothers t,O
the ,claims of, the, unmarried women. ..Almpst all .the "':'oman ~
Rights women . have constantly spoken,' thought, and written as
though it. were possible and de.sirablo fo~ the mass of women ,to
support themselves, and to remain un~arrled for ever, The P~l!lt
of view they all tacitly take is the point.of view of the self-supporting
spinster. Now.,the self-supporting spinster is undoubtedly a fact--,
·a deplorable nccident of the passing moment, ,.probably, hOF~ve:,
even the most rabid of the Woman's Rights people woul~ ad~l11t,If
hard 'pressed, that in the rn:st.ordered community nlIDost every
· woman should ,marry .at twenty or. thereebouts. :\Ve?ug~t, 0:
course, frankly to recognise~he e:s:istenc~of the deplorable accident ;
we ought for .the"mome~t to make thtngs as eas! an,d, sm~oth as
possible for her; we ought to remove a!l ~rofeSSlOn!l~bnrr~ers, to
break down the absurd jealousies and prejudices of men, to give her
fair play; and if possiQle a little more .than fair play, in the ~:rugglc

· for existence. So much our very cl),ivnlry ought t~ m?ke obbgato~
. ' , Th t . hould +0-.. to handicap her heavily 1Il the race for.npon us, a we IS .•• J, • :fulllUe isJuhameJ:o.our ..manhood'._._Dut.:weoughtnUhcllamc ..time- y- .

"-t~ r~thatflheis a:nnbnormality, not the woman of the :future. We
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,ohght not to erect into e:n.ideal what ,is'in 'reality a painful necessity
of the preeent tTansitional age. We ougltt,a\ways clearly to heal' in
mind~men and womll~alike-t?nt to all time the vast majority of
,women must be mTcs and mothers; that on those women who become
''WiTesIJol:J.d mothers depends'the future of the, ra~; and that if ~ither
class must ,be SaCrificedto ~e other, it is the Spinsters whose' type
perishes: with them tha~ should be sacrificed to the matrons wlio
,carry on the life and q'ualities of the species. , ' '

~or this reason a, scheme of female education ought to be'mainly a
scheme for the education of ,"TeS 'alid mothers. And if women
.realised hC:hV','noble ~d iinpo~nt !l,task it is ;t,hat ,falls upon
mothers, they w.~d ask no other. If they realised how mag-
nificent a nation ,might he moulded by mothers ,who devoted
th~mselTes "faithfully, .end ,earnestly' 'to •. their ~ great privilege,
, they, would he proud to carry, out 'the duties of their maternity.
Ins~d of that, fl?e scheme o~ female education, no.win Togue is, n
scheme ~or ,the production of literary women, ~hoolmistresses
,~ospita1 uUrses, and l~ct~ers on'cookery. .Ali these things a~e good
,~ themse!T,es, to 1:>e sure-I have not 'a ,word to any against them;
but they are nQt' of the ,centre~ They are side-lines oft the main
streamof,feminine 'life~which must always consist of the maternal
element. ••But we can't, 'know beforehand," any the advocates of
,the ma~h trainin~, " which women are going to be married, and
,which to,be spinsters." ,Exactly so; and therefore you sacrifice the

',many ~o:he few, the potential wives to ~e possible Indy-lecturers,
, You,~rifice the race to a handful of barren experimenters. What
'~ .~hU8 ,true c;>f'the blind groping·' ~r female edueatiori. is true
throughQut of. almo8t all the -vroman Movement. It gives precedence
, to the ivro;ng element in the problom. What is essential and eternal
it neglects in favour of what is accidental and temporary •.. What is
feminine in, women it neglects in fAvour of what is maSculine. ' It
attempts-to ovenide the natural distinction of the sexes, and to make
womel:lmen-:-in all but virility.' ,.
. The exact ~pp08ite; I belie~e, is the ~e line 01 progress. ,We
are oftw;o .sexes ; and,~. hea.lthy diversity of sex, pushed to its·
.u~most, li~s the grea~e~t·strength of all of us. Make your men
,Tl~e,: ~a~e your womenwomanly •. Don't cramp their intelligence:
, ,d~n ~,oom?ress their waists: 'don't try to turn 'them into dolls or
danC1Il'gg'1r~s:.but freely and equally ,develop their feminine idiosyn-'
crasy, phYSIcal, mo;aI, i;ntellec~ Let them be'healthy in body:
letthez:n be ao~d Ul mlnd: if po88l."le (but here I know even the
, most advanced a~ong them will object) try to preservethem'from tho
tp-a.nny of the~r .o~ cbosen ~c1ess'anc1 model, JW:a~Grundy; In
one !,ord, emanmpate ~oman (if wo~ Will let YOI1, which is more.
'i;~n~doubtfu1r:bl1t-leavelrefwomanltill;-nofoaUl1ea.ifna"ipiritlejjs
~~lC!lneautomatoIi.' '. ' ' '
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That laSt, it is to be 'feared, is the one ,existing practical result of
the higher eduCation of women, ;up to date. Botl,l in England and
America, the ,women ,QI ~hecnlti~ated classes ~re becoming unfit to
be ,viveS 01' '~ot1iers.. Th.eir sexuality (which, lies at .the basis 'of
everything)',is enfeebled 01' destroyed. . In some cases they eschew
marriage altogcther-:-op~y refuse and despise it, which surely
Sllo)Vsa lamentablE!weo.k~ning OIwholesome feminine instincts. In
'other u.ses, thcy,xn,urry, though' obvio'!1s1yill adcpted ,to hear the
strain of materri\ty; and ~ such instance8~hey .frequeIitly break'
down with the birth of their first or second'in!nnt.',.This evil,oI
~rse, is' Aestineil by natural means to cure itself with time:. the
:families in question will not he 'represented atall in the second gene-
ration, 01' Will he represented only ,by,feeble andfu~iledescendants,
In a hmidred yenrs, things will have righted themselves. ' But mean-
wh~e, there is a danger that'many of the most ctj1tivated and able
families 01 the' English-speaking race Will have become extinct"
through .the prime error of supposing that an education which is.
good for men mUst necessarily also be good for wom:en, .

I said just now, that many women' at present eschew, marriage.,
and 'that this shows a weakening of, wholescme feminine instinct ..
Let me hasten to add, for fear, of misconcepHon,~I mean, of course,
if theY eschew it for want of the physical impulse which ought to be as
present in every healthy woman as ineveiy healthy man. .That in-
dependent-minded 'Women should hesitate to accept the terms of
marriage as ~hey now and here eii~t, I do not wonder. But i:f they
haTe it really at heart to alter those terms, to escape from slavery,
to widen the basis of the contract between the sexes; to put tho wife
on II. higher axid saf~r foo,ting, most sensible men, I 'feel sure, will,
heartily c9-operate ,nth them. As a. rule, however, I observe in
actual life that," advanced " 'iv0lllen are ,chary.oI either putting'
forward or accepting modificatio~8 in this matter. They dread the·
froWnof theirGrundiun deity. .They \18u9.11Y content themselves with.:
vague lieclamati~n and.with erecting£~male celibacy into a panacea fov
the ills tha.t woman is heir to, while theyre:fuse to meddle at 'all in
definite terms with the question of marriage or its substitute in the
future. : ·While·denouncing loudly the supremacy of man, they seem
read~ to shake offthatiupre~acypnly forth~ celibate minority. of
their' sex, witho~t attemptmg to do anythmg for the married
majority.," ' .. '
, .To'sum up the point whither this long, and I coruess diseursiye,
'argument is tending: There is, and ougb.~ to be, a genuine Woma?
9-uestion and 'Ii genuine 1VomllnMo,vement. But that movement, If
it is ever to do any good, must 'not ignore-nay, on the contrary,
must ¥ariklyand unreservedly accept and e~bracethe faot ~hatthe

. ·T88t·~jonty,()f··adhlt,womenare·~ml;willalway8beWlv.esand
mothers (and w:hen I 84y "wi res," I say .50 only in the brooifest
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sense, 8'I1bject ~ all possible ~:xpo.n8i?n!.or·moclliica~oils' of ,~e
na.ture of wifehOod). . It mWlt a1eo reeognae the other fact that 'in
aD.ideal cOminunity t~e' greatest po88101enUDiber of women should
be devoted to ~he duties of ma~ty, in 'order, that the, average
':flm1ily'may.Qe kept'smrul, thll~ is to say, healt~yand ,~ucable. It'
mWlt>as~e as its,goel, not general cehoacy and the Independence
of womeD, 'but' general marriage and the ample support of women
by the men of the Community. ,'While allowing ~at exceptional
circumstances CIillfor, exceptionol _tend,erneSstowards those ,womeD;
who are' now compelled' by untoward conditions to «!1ll11 thei!: own'
livelihood, it will aToid creating that ~cide~t into D.. positive'goal,
and it will endeavour tq lessen the nec~ssi,tyfor the existence ',of such'
exceptions in thE!future. In short, it will recognise maternity as
the central function of tliemass of won;ten;and l\:nI do" everything
in itipower tg make that maternity as h~thy, as no'ble, and as little
burdensome as posaible. '
, ')1 the If advanced" women wiq meet us on this plnt:ft>rm,I believe
'the !1lajority of II advanced" men, will gladly hold out to, them the
right hand of fellowship. 'As 'a body we ru:e,I think, prepared to re-
'co~der, an~ to reconsider fundnmentally, Without prejudice or pre-
conception. tlie enme 'question of the relations ,between the sexcs-
which is 8, great ,deal more than' the women are prepared to do.'
,We are ~ady to make any·modifications in those relations which
will .satis.fyOthewoma1;t.'s,jus~ aspiration' for per~nru independence,
for intellectual' and moral development, for phYllicru culture, for
political activity, and for a voice in thearrnngement of her O\Tn
affairs, both domestic and national:· .AJJ a matter of filet,' few women
~ go as faT ~ th~ir desire ,to 'emancipate ~oman as .many men "ill
go. It was IbSen, not 1Un.·lbsen, who Wrote ihe ])oU', RoulSe •. It
.was wOll:'-en,not men, who ost~ized George Eliot. ,Th~,slnvishness
begotten in women by'the regi11l6 of man is what we have most to
,fight against, not 'ihe alave.dri.,ing instinct of th~ men-now happily
becoming obsolete, or even changing into a sincere desire to do equal '
justice.' But what we must absolutely wist upon is full· and free
recognition of ~e fact that; in ~ite of e,,"erything, ~he race and the
nation mU8~'go, on' i'ep,rc?ducing themselves. " 'Whatever' modi-
fi~~ons we make l?lust n~t'interlere' with that prime necessity. We
Will not aid or abet women as' a sex in rebelling against maternity,
()r in quarrelling with the constit'!ltion of tho sOlar system., Whether
we have Wives or not-nnd that is 11. :m.iD.orpoint llbout which I, for
one, am supremely unprejuiliced-we must at leaathaVl! mothers.
And itwQuld be well, if poSsible~to bring up those moth era' as Strong,
.as wise, as free, as sane, /1S healthy, as earnest, and as .efficient'as we
'can make'them., 'If this Is barren paradox, 1 am content to be'para-
doxical; i1.this is rank Toryism, I nm content for once ~ be reckoned
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