Péi diéu khi dich cuén the “Hay nhay ciang em”...
Andrea Hoa Pham

Bai viét nho nay chia sé véi ban doc vai cau chuyén xung quanh viéc dich tuyén tap tho cua
Andrea Hoa Pham (AHP) va Lola Haskins (LH) xuat ban bang hai thi tiéng, Viét va Anh. Cubn
sach tap hop bon muoi bai tho, phan Ién 1a nhitng bai da in cua hai tac gia, sang tac bang tiéng
me d¢ ctia mdi ngudi. Co6 nhitng bai chua in bao gio cua AHP. Bai viét néi vé nhirng kinh
nghiém ca nhan, ¢ thé giéng hoic khong gidng véi nhitng vin d& ma cac dich gia khac gap phai.
Cac giai phap chon chua han da la cac giai phap duy nhat, hoac tét nhat.

Céc bai tho cua hai tac gia duoc sap xép ting doi theo dé tai. Mot bai ciia AHP duoc tiép theo
ngay bang mét bai cua LH. Hai tac gia gap go qua tach tra, ly ca phé, trao doi lam viéc trong
nhiéu gid, nhiéu budi, dé ngudi nay hiéu rd y ngudi kia trong ting cau chix trong nguyeén tac.
Tho nguyén tac tiéng Anh cia LH do AHP dich sang tiéng Viét. Vi tho minh, AHP dich tir
nguyén tac tleng Viétra tleng Anh. LH duya trén ban dich tiéng Anh dé6 ma hiéu dinh, chinh ly.
Bai nay noi vé vai van dé gap phai khi dich nhirng bai tho trong tap nay, tu tiéng Viét sang tiéng
Anh va nguoc lai, do nhitng khac biét trong bé sau vin hoa, trong cach dién dat, trong cau trac
ngdn ngit va cau trac ciu tho trong tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh. Vai kho tho hay bai tho trong tap s&
duoc dung dé minh hoa nhiing van dé nhic dén trong bai viét.

Dich vin xudi di 1a “phan”, dich tho lai cang d& phan. Hai tac gia quyét dinh viéc trung thanh tdi
da v6i nguyén tac la quan trong nhat. Khi dich tir nguyén tac tiéng Anh sang tiéng Viet, trir vai
chd thém hoic bat mét hai tir cho gan giii cach dién dat trong tiéng Viét va van hoa Viét, thi
khong vi go bo vao van diéu hodc niém luat ma hi sinh y tinh, hi sinh cai chat riéng cua tac gia
trong viéc chon chi tiét va trinh bay, hay cach sap xép cac chi tiét trong bai tho hodc kh tho.
Céc bai tho ctia LH trong tuyén tap nay déu viét theo thé “tho ty do” trong nguyén tac.

Trong khi thanh diéu, van va s luong am tiét trong cau tho 1a cac yéu té quan trong hang dau
trong Viéc tao nhip tho va nhac tho Viét, ban dich tiéng Anh nhitng bai tho nguyén tac tiéng Viét
ciing hi sinh ca van va nhac tho. LH khong biét tiéng Viét, tiéng Anh lai 1a ngon ngir khong co
thanh diéu. Trir vai thé loai quy dinh s6 lugng dong, thi sé luong am tiét mdi dong va sb luong
dong trong bai tho tiéng Anh noi chung 1a kha tu do so véi tho tiéng Viét. Trong tho tiéng Anh,
trong Am tir dwgc dung nhiéu trong viéc tao nhip va nhac bang viéc sap xép luan phién nhau giira
cac am tiét co trong am va khong cé trong &m theo mdt md hinh (pattern) nao do tuy tac gia.
“Van” trong tho Anh ciing dwoc cht trong nhung khong go bo chat ché nhu tho Viét. Phep 1ap
“alliteration”, thuong 1a 13p phu 4am dau cua moi am tiét dau tién hay am tiét co trong am, ciing
duoc dung dé tao nhip va nhac tho, nhung biéu y van la quan trong nhat, cho nén hinh thic
thudng phong khoang. Cac ban dich tir tiéng Viét sang tiéng Anh trong tap nay ciing chi theo
mot thé loai la tho tu do.

Tuy nhién nhiing bai tho nguyén tac tiéng Anh chéc chan cé nhiing chd du duong vé nhac diéu,
vé am thanh ma doc gia nguoi Viét, du biét tiéng Anh, ciing ¢ thé khdng c6 rung dong nhu
ngudi ban ngir. Wagner va McCurdy (2010) trong mét thi nghiém tam ly vé hiéu ang cua van
tho trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap cho thdy doc gia Anh va Phap phan ang khac nhau, tham chi



trai nguoc nhau vé do “thoa man” ma nhip tho cung cap. C4c tac gia cho rang su rung cam khac
nhau nay lién quan dén cac quy dinh vé am diéu & cAp bac 16n hon tirng &m roi (constraints on
the prosody) trong moi ngdn ngtr.

Nhitng bai tho dich tir nguyén tac Anh ngit, trong khi ¢ géng trung thanh ti da v6i nguyén tac,
chd nao co thé tao ra van hay nhip thi ngudi dich ciing khdng bé qua. Vi du nhu trong bai The
landscape of the piano “Thang canh cua duong cam”, trong nguyén tac

...and the air between the strands of rain
sings of Birth and Love and Death

am tiét cudi cua hai dong van véi nhau ddi véi tham &m cua ngudi Viét. Mot tir 6 nguyén am
“@”, rain “mua”, mdt tir co nguyén am “e”, death “cai chét”. Ban dich chuyén sang tao van vat
gitra hai cau tho: “dan” & cuoi cau dau va “hat” & dau cau sau.

va khdng gian giia cac soi muwa dan
hat 1én sir song, tinh yéu, va cdi chet

Viéc dap tng nhitng yéu cau nghiém nhat caa van trong viéc tao nhip tho va nhac tho Viét doi
khi lai 1am cho phan nghia nhe bét & nhitng noi cho phép. Va diéu d6 dén luot né, lai cho phép
nha nghé si sang tao tir (lexical violation). Nhiing tir nay, “none-formations”, khdng tim thay
trong tyu dién, va thuong chi dugc dung mat lan rdi théi (Leach 1969), nhiéu khi ngay ca tac gia
ciing khdng giai thich duoc. Nghé si c6 thé sang tac tir méi theo bat ky kiéu gi ma tri twong
twong cho phép, mién khdng vi pham nguyén tic két hop caa &m thanh trong am tiét
(phonotactics) caa ngdn ngir d6, chang han, mlapn khdng thé 1a mot tir trong tiéng Anh, ciing
nhu héin khéng thé [a mot tir trong tiéng Viét.

Trong “Bai tho sinh nhat” cua AHP

Muoi nam mén moéi long dau lay lat
Chot nhot long gi6 bao tiéng quynh tiéu

“tiéng quynh tiéu” 1a tir tac gia ty sang tao, nhung nguoi doc ciing khdng ai thac mac. Vi cé hoa
quynh. Tiéu thi la mét loai sao, nén “tleng quynh tiéu”, trong cam nhén cua nguoi doc, ¢o lé la
am thanh cua mat loai sao nao d6. DBiéu d6 khong quan trong, vi vé mit 4m thanh, “quynh” va
“tiéu” déu mang thanh bang, “quynh tiéu” cho am diéu phang phat mo mong... nén chang ai
budn tra nghia né 1am gi. Sang tao tir hay hinh anh lién twong, 1a mét trong nhitng tha phap tao
bit ngd trong tho. Tinh chét di chénh ra khoi cai binh thuong nay trong tho ca day viéc hiéu
nghia caa hinh anh dién dat xung hang tha yéu, ma cai quan trong hon, 1a ban than hinh dnh
dién dat (Levin 1965). Nhung mat khac, ban dich tiéng Anh lai phai rd rang dau ra d6 nguoi doc
méi hiéu y. Vi vy ca cau cé chit “tiéng quynh tiéu” danh bi lugc bo trong ban dich.

Cai khac biét gitra cau trac ngén ngit tho va ngdn ngit binh thudng, nhat la két cdu ngix phap, 16n
hon trong tiéng Viét so véi trong tiéng Anh. Tho tiéng Anh cau ca thuong rd rang, cé chu ngir vi
ngit day du. Du ¢ “y tai ngdn ngoai”, hodc d6i khi lwgc mot thanh phan cau, thi cau ca trong

ban dich nhitng bai tho tiéng Anh thudng ciing van rd rang. Hiéu nhu thé nao la do cam nhan cua



ngudi doc. Poi khi bai tho cang ngin cang kho dich, vi khong da ngit canh dé biéu dat tm tinh
g6i gon trong dim ba cau. Co 1& ciing nhu tho Viét, cang suc tich ¢6 dong, cang phai dién giai
dai dong khi dich. Do dai ngan khac nhau giira nguyén tac va ban dich cua cac dong tho hay kho
tho & mot s6 bai trong tap tho nay néi 1én didu d6. An duy hay lién tudéng la céng cu trung tdm cua
viéc lam tho, va thudc loai nhitng thi kho dich nhat, bat ké ¢ tiéng nao. Hoan du thi du khac vin
hoa ciing c6 thé hiéu dugc it nhiéu.

Trong nguyén tac tiéng Viét, bai “Poi tau” cua AHP, néu dich sat nghia sang tiéng Anh

Em vé tuong lai, 1éu tranh... anh giéu
Tim vang dau? Long anh che kiéu...

khi ngudi doc khong 16n 1én tir cai nén van hoa cua nhing “tap léu tranh hai trai tim vang”, “Ly

con sao”, “Ly ngwa 6” véi “long tia, kiéu vang, luc lac...” thi khéng hiéu duoc. Vi thé ban dich
chuyén raba cauchoroy.

that | dream of the future, there will be a hut...
You tease “where is your golden heart?
Here is my sleigh to carry you off.”

(em mo vé tuong lai, c6 cin 1éu..
Anh giéu “trai tim vang cua em dau?
Day co xe cta anh dé dua em di.”)

Ay la chua ké “v& tuong lai” va “hdi coi vang trong dém giuc gia..” con lién quan dén 10i mot bai
hat ma doi tré ca l1&n budi chiéu hom do trong khi cho tau. C6 nhiing 16p lién hé vé nghia phai
thudng xuyén lugc bo. O day vai tro cia LH, nguoi noi tiéng Anh nhu tiéng me dé, véi ting sau
van hod, va hon thé, véi tu cach 1a mot nha tho, 13 can thiét, ¢é xem 1oi dich nhu vdy nghe c6

”

vira “thudn tai” va “hiéu” duoc véi doc gia noi tiéng Anh hay khong, va co chat tho khong.

Trong ban dich tir tiéng Anh sang tiéng Viét, tuy nguy@n tic la triét dé trung thanh, ciing van
nhiéu khi phai bo nay thém kia, chuyén hinh anh, hay cach noéi khac di mot chat, dé phu hop va
d& hiéu véi van hoa Viét, va mang hoi huém van diéu kha di chap nhan duoc véi tham am cua
nguoi Viét.

Vi du trong bai Scafell Pike (Buong 1én dinh Scafell), nguyén tac

...but sit down halfway
and weeps with the weight

duoc dich thanh

..nhwng nira dwong Ngoi xuong
lau nwoc mat



thi du y va gan giii véi doc gia Viét hon. Néu dich ca with the weight (vsi sizc ngng), thi s& phai
dién giai dai dong (strc nang cua cai gi?). O nguyen tac, co thé hiéu sirc nang dé la caa ban than,
cua nhiing muon phién da doan, hay cua nudc mét. Ngudi doc Viét sé tu lién hé. Dich hét s& lam
cau tho nang né, ling cung, khé hiéu, nhat la d6 lai 13 cau cudi bai tho. Thém nita, trong nguyén
tac, weight van véi way & cau trén. Nguyén am trong weight 1a nguyén am déi dong trudc, nén
nghe ém dém. Ban dich khé dat diéu d6 néu khu khu gitr with the weight.

Hai bai tho, mot nguyén tac tiéng Anh, mot nguyén tac tiéng Viét duoc trich duéi ddy, minh hoa
cho vai vin dé néu trén. Bai tho thu nhat 1a “Cho” caa AHP, nguyén tic tiéng Viét. Ai ciing biét
trong tiéng Anh tir nhan xung “don gian”, vi du trudng hop cua ngdi thir nhét va thi hai, | va
you. Khi dich tir Anh sang Viét, diéu nay déi khi gay tré ngai, nhung khong nhiéu 1am, vi tiéng
Viét co kho tir d6 s6 phong phu diing cho viéc xung hd. Tuy giong diéu bai tho ma cho | hay you
la 161 nguoi con trai hay con gai. Nhung nhitng tir nhan xung tiéng Viét dic biét, co thé dong
nhiéu vai ngha, nhu “ngudi” trong cau dau cua “Cho”, thi ciing khé ¢6 thé chuyeén dich sang
tiéng Anh véi cai gi khac hon you. An du “xa choi” trong ciu thir nhat ciing khdng thé dich don
gian ra tiéng Anh néu vian hoa 4y khong cé cau tho da thanh tdm hon va tinh ty Viét “Ngay mai
trong dam xun xanh dy, cé ké theo chong bé cude choi” (Han Mac Ti), vi thé phai dich tring ra
la since | married (tir khi tdi 1y chong). Néu “tir xa choi” ctr dang thang 16i mét dich sang, Since
| stop playing/attending parties, v.v.. thi chang ai hiéu dugc, ma con co thé thanh chuyén tiéu
1am vé dich. Va “chat doi thiéu khong?” thi doi la cai gi sau hon nhiéu lan “something” (cai gi
d6) trong ban dich. Roi nhitng “Théi chia nhau nhimng dién cudng” — cai ndi ngam ngui trong tir
thdi vi khéng con dip tam tinh vai tri ky nita thi chiu rdi, ma con chiu mat téi hai lan vi phép lap.
Nhung “nhitng dién cudng” - tran trd vé nhitng hoai bao twong khong thé thyc hién, thi khi dich
lai chuyén sang chuyén cuia tudi sap thanh nguoi 16n, teen-age, khdng thi ngudi doc khéng hiéu
ndi sao ngudi 16n lai ra nhau...dién chung. Va nira, “..ngdy rét nhitng binh thuong..” vi khdng ai
mubn séng nhirng ngay thang binh thuong/tam thudng nén phai la rét, ciing khdng cé chix dac
dia dé dich, nén phai lam ngo dé khong sa vao dién giai dai dong.

“Cho”, bai tho nguyén tac tiéng Viét, va ban tiéng Anh, tran trui ché hoe, ma “18i khong phai cua

199

ar.

Cho Longing
AHP
T xa nguoi, tir xa choi Since | went away, since | married,
Ngudi xa tdi, co chit doi thiéu khdng? Don’t you feel you’re missing something?
Théi chia nhau nhirng dién cudng We no longer share crazy, teen-age talks.
Dé ngay rét nhitng binh thuong vu vo The days pass through us, ordinary, without
Théi chia nhau budi dai kho color.
Pém vé khdng nga, nam mo trang chiéu We no longer share the sillinesses that kept
Tinh riéng ta cting chung yéu us awake at night, dazzled by the young
Sao quanh t6i chi diu hiu mong nguoi? moon.
Even our most personal loves, we shared.
It haunts me. How long must we be apart?




Bai tho thir hai dang minh hoa la “Katydid” caa LH, nguyén tac tiéng Anh. Dich céac loai hoa,
cdy co, hay cac loai con tring sau bo ciing 1a mot ndi can nhéc, vi tén goi chung dung trong bai
tho, noi nghia chinh xac khoa hoc hii xudng hang thir yéu, co thé la tén ciia mot tiéu chi trong ca
loai. Hon nira khdng phai nhitng loai cdy c6 dong vat nao ¢ Hoa Ky c¢ thi Viét Nam ciing co,
hay nguoc lai. Chang han “hoa mua”, phd bién trén cac ruong dong doi nai Viét Nam, nhac trong
“Poi tau” cua AHP, la mot loai hoa gan gidng hoa sim, khong dugc biét dén & Hoa Ky hoac néu
c6 ciing thudc hang hiém. Vi thé, né danh duoc dich 1a pensées, mot loai hoa canh mau tim.
“Katydid” chi mot loai con trung orthopteran, rau dai, than thuong la mau xanh la. Con duc phat
ra tiéng gay bang cach co xat mot bo phan dic biét & phan trén cua canh vao nhau. Katydid chinh
xac la con cao cao hay chau chau ciing khdng quan trong ¢ ddy, nhung van phai chon ra mét chi
dé dung. Van d¢ la chon chir theo tiéu chi nao. Vi truong hop katydid, diéu tha vi la tén goi
khac nhau tuy ving. Nguoi Bac goi la bo muém hay muém musém, ngudi Nam goi la vac sanh
(Thdng tin do ban be, ba con ¢ Viét Nam cung cap, va con géi Youtube clip dé nghe tiéng gay
ctiia n6 —AHP xin tran trong cam on). Vé nghia thi chon tir nao ciing 6n. Nhung vé nhac tho thi
vac sanh ¢6 nhiéu loi thé. Van “udm” it xuat hién trong tiéng Viét va kho doc, véi thanh nga gay
va |én cao. Vac sanh, véi hai thanh tram thap, nghe ém dém du dwong hon (chinh ra hai am tiét
vac sanh ¢6 thanh am va chat giong tuong tu, vi thanh nang trong vac khéng co chat giong ket,
nghe rat gan thanh huyén trong sanh). Vac sanh Yucatan nhu tiéng thi tham, nghe ém tai hon 1a
bo mudm Yucatdn, trong ca giong Nam va giong BAc.

Theo nguyén tic coupling trong tho Anh (Cac twong tng vé mat &m thanh hay hinh anh), trong
“Katydid, Yucatan”, phu 4m dau “b” trong bosque & cudi dong thir nhat va trong bright, am tiét
thir hai & dong ké tiép, ciing dugc xem la mot kiéu “van”, theo dinh nghia caa Levin (Heller
1963). Va again & cudi khé tho dau van véi when, &m tiét cudi caa dong tho ké. Bosque phai
sinh tir tiéng Tay Ban Nha, chi nhitng khu rimg dam lay thuong thay doc dong bang canh séng
ngoi phia Tay Nam Hoa Ky. Deep in the tangled bosque cé thé dich thanh Trong bing nhing
dam ldy, nhac nghe tam 6n vi toan thanh bang, nhung cudi cung ring tham dugc chon dé dién ta
y deep (sau). Tham bét van voi nhat ¢ cau thir bén cua kho tho. Tur lay am ciing duoc tan dung
khi co thé dé tang tinh nhac, vi du “bung nhung” (tangled) hay dong dira duoc thém vao. Nguyén
tac chi néi 1a nam trén vang. Teroso, mugn tir tleng Tay Ban Nha, duoc chuyén sang tir Han
Viét, tinh nhén, thay vi tir Viét la “nguoi yéu”, va in nghiéng nhu trong nguyén tac.

“Katydid, Yucatan” Vac sanh Yucatan
LH
Deep in the tangled bosque Trong bung nhung ring tham
a bright yellow leaf mét chiéc I vang tuoi
calls out, over and over again. kéu hoai, khoan nhat
Sometimes, tesoro, when Thi thoang, tinh nhan o1, khi
it's very late and we're lying chiéu mugn chung ta nam dong dua
in our hammock, every bone trén vong, mdi long xuong
in my heart feels you dream. trong tim anh thau duoc gidc mo em.




Khi dich tho, vé mat tir vung, ¢ tir khi dich thi roi vao “thira”, hogdc khong duoc “tho™ 1am.
Chang han trong bai Will “Di chtic” c6 cau | will be the skin that stills the standing water. Ca
dong tir still va tinh tir standing déu cé nghia “tinh, bat dong, dimg yén”. Cau dich chi dung
nghia 4y mot lan “Me s& la lan vang gitr mat ho yén tinh”. Tuong tu, trong Fermata “Nét ling”,

khé cudi trong nguyén tac

like the woman

he hunts in every Paris street,

who came to him like a dark wind
from the south; the woman, Fermata.

Gi6 thdi tir phwong Nam, trong kinh nghiém nguoi Viét 1a gio lanh. Dark wind néu dich thanh

“ngon gi6 den/t6i” thi nang ne, am huong ma mi, nén tir dark bi lugc bo.

Nhue nguwoi phy nit anh san dudi trén moi néo dwong Paris trang 1é.
Nguoi da den voi anh nhu ngon gio thoi tu phuwong Nam, nguoi dan ba, Dau Lang.

Con rat nhiéu nhitng ciu chuyén dé chia sé, nhung du ¢é tric trd bao nhiéu, véi nhimg nguoi
dich, viéc suy ngam vat va vgi nhitng bai tho trong hai thir tieng, hai nén van hoa khac nhau,
dem lai nhitng niém vui that sau sac, nhu thé dugc phén than, song hai cudc doi mot lac.

Tai ligu tham khao
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