
 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

2012- Professor, University of Florida, Department of History 

2013- Professor, University of Florida, Levin College of Law 

2001-2012 Affiliate, University of Florida, Levin College of Law 

2002-2012 Associate Professor, University of Florida, Department of History 

2010-2011         Visiting Scholar, University of Chicago, Department of History 

2005 Fulbright Scholar/Researcher, Shandong University Law School, Jinan, PRC (Spring) 

2000-2002 Assistant Professor, University of Florida, Department of History  

1995-2000 Clemson University, Assistant Professor, Department of History 

1994 DePaul University, Visiting Instructor, Department of History (Winter & Spring) 

1992-1994 University of Chicago, Preceptor, Senior Seminar, Department of History 

1990-1992 John Marshall Law School, Visiting Professor, Legal Writing (Appellate Writing) 

1985-1990 Law Offices of Kenneth N. Flaxman, Chicago, Lawyer (civil rights, employment law) 

  

     

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

Robert Nixon and Police Torture in Chicago, 1871–1971 (Northern Illinois University Press, 2016) 

Criminal Justice in the United States, 1789-1939 (Cambridge University Press, New Histories of 

American Law series, 2011)  

The Chicago Trunk Murder: Law and Justice at the Turn of the Century (Northern Illinois University 

Press 2011) 

The Rule of Justice: The People of Chicago versus Zephyr Davis (Ohio State University Press, History of 

Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Series, 2001) 

Debating—and Creating—Authority: The Failure of a Constitutional Ideal, Massachusetts Bay, 1629-
1649 (Ashgate Publishing, Law, Justice and Power Series, 2001) 
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Articles & Chapters 

“Popular Justice in United States History,” in Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime and Criminal 

Justice, Paul Knepper and Anja Johansen, editors (Oxford University Press, 2016): 539 

“The Su Bao Case and the Layers of Everyday Citizenship in China, 1894-1904,” in Multilevel 

Citizenship (Willem Maas, ed., University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013): 110 

“Criminal Law and Justice in America,” in Blackwell Companion to American Legal History (Sally 

Hadden and Alfred Brophy, eds, Blackwell, 2013): 422 

 “Reconsidering the Seventeenth-Century: Legal History in the Americas,” in Blackwell Companion to 

American Legal History (Sally Hadden and Alfred Brophy, eds, Blackwell, 2013): 7  

“Women: Law and Rights,” forthcoming Encyclopedia of Women in American History (Hasia Diner, ed.) 

“From Opera to Real Democracy: Popular Constitutionalism & Web 2.0,” Journal of Critical 
Globalisation Studies (London) 6 (March 2013): online (available at 

http://www.criticalglobalisation.com) 

“Popular Sovereignty: A Case Study from the Antebellum Era,” Constitutional Mythologies: New 

Perspectives on Controlling the State (Alain Marciano, ed., Springer 2011): 81  

 “Law and History: The Garden and the Wilderness as Constitutional History,” part of a forum on Mark 

de Wolf Howe, The Garden and the Wilderness, Church History 71 (2010): 881  

 “It Makes Nothing Happen: Reasons for Studying the History of Law,” Journal of Law, Culture and the 
Humanities 5 (2009): 3  

“Employee Speech & Management Rights: A Counterintuitive Reading of Garcetti v. Ceballos,” in Civil 

Rights Litigation and Attorneys Fees Handbook 25 (Saltzman, Wolvovitz, eds, 2009), ___, reprint 

of Berkeley Journal of Employment and Labor Law 29 (2008): 175  

“Criminal Justice in the United States, 1780-1920: A Government of Laws or Men?” Cambridge History 
of Law in America 2 (Christopher Tomlins and Michael Grossberg, eds, 2008): 133 

“Death or Transformation? Educational Autonomy in the Roberts Court” part of the “2006-2007 Supreme 

Court Review,” Tulsa Law Review 43 (2008): 725  

“People v. Coughlin and the Criminal Jury in Late Nineteenth-Century Chicago,” Northern Illinois 

University Law Review 28 (2008): 503 

“Getting Away with Murder,” part of a forum in honor of Eric Monkkonen, American Historical Review 

111 (2006): 95 

“A Different Sort of Justice: The Informal Courts of Public Opinion in Antebellum South Carolina,” 

South Carolina Law Review 54 (2003): 627 

“Not Simply Black and White: Jury Power and Law in Late Nineteenth-Century Chicago,” Social Science 

History 25 (2001): 7 

“The People versus Zephyr Davis: Law and Popular Justice in late Nineteenth-Century Chicago,” Law 

and History Review 17 (1999): 27 

“Law and Humanities,” Focus on Law Studies: Teaching about Law in the Liberal Arts 13 (1997): 10 

“‘Social Equality Does Not Exist Among Themselves, Nor Among Us:’ Baylies v. Curry and Civil Rights 

in Chicago, 1888,” American Historical Review 102 (1997): 311 
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“Marriage as a Metaphor in Massachusetts in the Seventeenth Century,” Women and Freedom in Early 

America (Larry Eldridge, ed., 1997): 229 

“Conflicts of Law: Reconsideration of the Influence of Religion on Law in Massachusetts Bay,” Numen, 

International Review for the History of Religion (Leiden) 43 (1996): 139  

“The End of the World as We Know It?  Making Sense of Planned Parenthood v. Casey,” Police 

Misconduct and Civil Rights Law Report 3 (1992): 193 

“Sometimes the EEOC is Just Wrong: Arguments for Retroactive Application of the Civil Rights Act of 

1991,” Police Misconduct and Civil Rights Law Report 3 (1992): 157 

“When Can Misdemeanor Arrestees be Strip Searched?  A Review of the Rules in the Circuits” (Part 2 of 

two-part series), Police Misconduct and Civil Rights Law Report 2 (1989): 205 

“When Can Misdemeanor Arrestees be Strip Searched?  A Review of the Rules in the Circuits” (Part 1 of 

two-part series), Police Misconduct and Civil Rights Law Report 2(1989): 199 

 

Book reviews 

Infinite Hope and Finite Disappointment: The Story of the First Interpreters of the Fourteenth 

Amendment, Elizabeth Reilly, ed., Journal of Southern History 79 (2013): 200 

The Collapse of American Criminal Justice by William Stuntz, Journal of American History 99 (2012): 

615 

Habeas Corpus in America: The Politics of Individual Rights by Justin J. Wert, The Historian 74 (2012): 

959 

American Homicide by Randolph Roth, Law & History Review 28 (2010): 1084 

For the Thrill of It: Leopold, Loeb and the Murder that Shocked Chicago by Simon Baatz, Journal of 
American History 96 (2009): 260 

The Story of Cruel and Unusual by Colin Dayan, Law and History Review 26 (2008): 748 

“Review Essay: Two Ways of Looking at the Founding,” Histories: Reviews of New Books 35 (2007): 

129 

Thurman Arnold: A Biography by Spencer Weber Waller, Law and History Review 25 (2007): 435 

Black Chicago’s First Century, Vol. 1: 1833-1900 by Christopher Robert Reed, Journal of American 

History 93 (2006): 237 

“Review Essay: A Constitutionalist Perspective: Review of The Communitarian Constitution by Beau 

Breslin,” NYU Journal of Law and Liberty 1 (2005): 931 

The Many Faces of Judge Lynch: The Faces of Extralegal Violence and Punishment in America by 

Christopher Waldrep, American Studies 45 (2004): 141 

Justice of Shattered Dreams: Samuel Freeman Miller and the Supreme Court during the Civil War Era 
by Michael A. Ross, Journal of American History 91 (2004): 1029 

City of Courts: Socializing Justice in Progressive Era Chicago by Michael Willrich, American Historical 
Review 109 (2004): 548  

Recasting American Liberty: Gender, Race, Law, and the Railroad Revolution, 1865-1920 by Barbara 

Young Welke, American Historical Review 108 (2003): 200 

Murder Most Foul by Karen Haltunnen, Law and History Review 21 (2003): 230 
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A Century of Controversy: Constitutional Reform in Alabama, by Bailey Thompson, H-Net Reviews 

(online review), 2003 

Calhoun and Popular Rule: The Political Theory of the Disquisition and Discourse by H. Lee Cheek and 

Calhoun’s Philosophy of Politics: A Study of the Disquisition on Government by Guy Story 

Brown, South Carolina Historical Magazine 103 (2002): 265 

At Freedom’s Door: African American Founding Fathers and Lawyers in Reconstruction South Carolina 

edited by James Underwood and W. Lewis Burke, Journal of Southern History 68 (2002): 471 

“Review Essay: Local Problem or National Failure? Murder in New York: Review essay: Homicide in 

New York by Eric Monkkonen, The Murder of Helen Jewett by Patricia Cline Cohen, and Murder 
Most Foul by Karen Haltunnen” Reviews in American History 29 (2001): 352 

“Belonging to the World”: Women’s Rights and American Constitutional Culture by Sandra F. 

VanBurkleo, American Journal of Legal History 4 (2000): 516 

Legally Speaking: Contemporary American Culture and Law by Helle Porsdam, Law and Politics Book 

Review (online review), 2000 

Justice, Democracy and the Jury by James Gobert, Law and Politics Book Review (online review), 1999 

Sexual Harassment: A Debate by Linda Lemoncheck and Mane Hajdin, H-Net Reviews (online review), 

1997  

Of “Good Laws” and “Good Men:” Law and Society in the Delaware Valley, 1680-1710 by William 

Offutt, Journal of Religion (1997): 323 

Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 by Thomas D. Morris, North Carolina Historical Review 73 

(1996): 383 

Scottsboro Stories by James Goodman, Law and History Review 14 (1996): 189 

Making America:  A History of the United States by Carol Berkin, Christopher L. Miller, Robert W. 

Cherny, and James L. Gormly, H-Teach and H-Survey (online review), 1994 

 

 Forthcoming 

“Presentist Legal History,” under contract in Oxford Handbook of Historical Legal Research, Christopher 

Tomlins and Marksuk Dubber, editors (Oxford University Press) 

 

Miscellaneous publications 

“Editor’s Introduction: In this issue,” Law and History Review, from issue 31.1 (2013) to the present 

“Constitutional Movements: An Example from China, 1894-1924,” available: ssrn.com/abstract=1496303 

“Pushing the Boundaries of the Public Sphere: The Su Bao Case and Everyday Citizenship in China, 

1894-1904,” available: ssrn.com/abstract=1825954 

 

ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

President’s Roundtable: Race, Crime and Stand Your Ground in Historical Perspective, American Society 

for Legal History, November 2013  

“The Role of Activist-Citizens in China’s Constitutional Order, 1902-1904,” International Workshop on 

Chinese Legal History/Culture/Modernity at Columbia University, May 2012 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1496303
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“Everyday Citizenship in Late Qing China,” George E. Pozzetta Lecture Series, Department of History, 

University of Florida, November 2011 

An earlier version of this paper was presented, under the title “Pushing the Boundaries of the Public 

Sphere: The Su Bao Case and Everyday Citizenship in China, 1894-1904,” combined session of 

the Human Rights and Social History Workshops, University of Chicago, April 2011 

Invited participant, roundtable discussion of teaching legal history, American Society for Legal History, 

November 2011 

“Remaking the Sovereign People, 1877-1937: A Case Study,” Second Annual Conference on 

Constitutional Law, Loyola University Law School, Chicago, October 2011 

 “Reading the Map of a Stateless Citizenship: The Su Bao Case, China c. 1904,” Multilevel Citizenship 

Conference, Glendon College, York University (Canada), October 2010 

“Slavery and Liberty in Chinese Constitutional Discourse, 1900-1925,” American Bar Foundation/Illinois 

Legal History Seminar, October 2010 

“Scattered Sand: The History of Liberty in Sun Yat Sen’s Constitutional Theory,” Law and Society 

Association Annual Meeting, May 2010 (panel organizer) 

“International Exchanges:  A Preliminary Look at Chinese Constitutional Movements, 1894-1912,” 

Faculty Workshop, Levin College of Law, University of Florida, October 2009 

“Law and History: The Garden and the Wilderness as Constitutional History,” American Academy of 

Religion National Conference, November 2008 

“The Memorial Day Massacre in Legal History,” Law, Culture and Humanities Association Annual 

Meeting, March 2007 

“The Northerner and the Law: Popular Justice, Public Opinion, and Law in Antebellum Philadelphia,” 

Society for Historians of the Early Republic, July 2003 

Panelist, “The Reach of Religion: Why Understanding Religion is Necessary for Understanding 

Law,” Mini-Plenary Session, Law and Society Association/Canadian Law and Society 

Association, May 2002 

“Reconsidering the ‘Social’ in Social Control: Extralegal Justice in Antebellum South Carolina,” 

American Historical Association, January 2002 

“An Informal Court of Public Opinion: Extralegal Law in Antebellum South Carolina,” Historical 

Society of the Supreme Court of South Carolina, Third Annual Conference, April 2001 

Earlier versions of this paper were presented at the American Society for Legal History 

Conference, October 2000; the Legal Research Workshop, Washington and Lee Law 

School, April 2000 

“Vox Populi: Notes Towards a Legal History of Everyday Life,” Faculty Development Seminar, 

Levin College of Law, University of Florida, February 2001 

“Not Simply Black or White: Jury Power and the Rule of Law Late Nineteenth-Century 

Chicago,” Social Science History Conference, November 1998 

“The People versus Zephyr Davis: Law and the Public Sphere, Chicago, 1888,” American Society 

for Legal History Conference, October 1997 

Earlier versions of this paper were presented at the Law and Society Association, May 

1997; the Social Science History Association, October 1996 
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“Conflicts of Law: Reconsideration of the Influence of Religion on Law in Massachusetts Bay,” Law and 

Society Association, June 1995 

An earlier version of this paper was presented at the American Academy of Religion 

National Conference, November 1994 

“Snares of Conscience: The Trial of Anne Hutchinson, 1637,” Institute for the Advanced Study of 

Religion, Divinity School, University of Chicago, November 1994 

“A Trial is Not a Western: Trials and the Construction of Identity,” Social Science History 

Conference, October 1994 

An earlier version of this paper was presented at the Law and Society Association, June 

1994 

“Conflicts of Law: A Reconsideration of Law in Massachusetts Bay,” American Academy of Religion 

Midwestern Conference, April 1994 

“‘disturbances, divisions and contentions. . . both in church and state’: Some Notes Towards the 

Relation of Law and Religion in Anne Hutchinson’s Trial,” series on Law, Religion, and 

the Construction of Identity at the Divinity School, University of Chicago, February 1994 

“‘Social Equality Does Not Exist Among Themselves, Nor Among Us”: Community and Civil Rights in 

Chicago, 1888,” Comparative Legal History Workshop, University of Chicago, February 1994 

“A Map is No Community: Multiple Allegiances and Overlapping Identities in the First Decade 

of Settlement, Massachusetts Bay,” New England Historical Association, October 1993 

“Questions of Authority, Locations of Power: A Consideration of Contemporary Accounts of the Trial of 

Anne Hutchinson,” Social History Workshop, University of Chicago, October 1993 

 

GUEST TEACHING 

“Legal History,” Law and Society Graduate Seminar, Department of Sociology and Criminology, 

University of Florida, September 2013  

“Overview of the Bill of Rights in the US Constitution,” Law School, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 

Shanghai, PRC, May 2005 

“New York Times v. Sullivan and its Progeny,” media law class, Shanghai International Studies 

University, Songjiang Campus, Shanghai, PRC, May 2005 

“Legal Education and Legal Practice in America,” Law School, University of International Business and 

Economics, Beijing, PRC, April 2005 

“Anne Hutchinson’s Trial before the General Court of Massachusetts Bay,” Law and Religion Seminar, 

Washington and Lee University, Department of Religion, April 2000 

 

PUBLIC LECTURES & PRESENTATIONS 

“Publicly Engaging and Employing Humanities Scholars by Transforming Humanities Graduate 

Education,” co-panelist (with Laurie Taylor and Leah Rosenberg), Hollings Library Program 

Room, Thomas Cooper Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina, January 

12, 2017 (part of SEC Faculty Travel Grant, 2017) 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00040753/00001/allvolumes  

 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00040753/00001/allvolumes
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“Digital humanities initiatives at UF and USC,” Invited participant, roundtable discussion, CDH 

Conference Room, Thomas Cooper Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South 

Carolina, January 11, 2017 (part of SEC Faculty Travel Grant, 2017) 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00040753/00001/allvolumes  

“Digital Humanities in Higher Education: What Are the Possibilities?” Invited keynote speaker (with 

Laurie Taylor, University of Florida) for the Southern Graduate Music Research Symposium, 

University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida: September, 2015. 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00034908/00001  

“Understanding the Right to Council,” Citizenship: A Field Study in Florida Civics, Seminar,” Florida 

Humanities Council, Tallahassee, Florida June 2014 

“Federal and State Courts,” Citizenship: A Field Study in Florida Civics, Seminar,” Florida Humanities 

Council, Tallahassee, Florida June 2014 

“Defining Citizenship,” Citizenship: A Field Study in Florida Civics, Seminar,” Florida Humanities 

Council, Tallahassee, Florida June 2014  

“Rule of Justice, Rule of Law?”  Seeing Justice; Seeking Justice Series at the Christian Study Center, 

Gainesville, Florida, September 2012 

“Secession: Constitutional Issues of the Civil War,” Closing Ceremony of the Lincoln and the 

Constitution Exhibit, University of Florida, February 2012. 

“Consulting Upon the Common Good: A Brief History of the Right to Assemble” Florida Free Speech 

Forum, January 2012 

“Presumed Innocent?” Gainesville Branch of the Daughters of the American Revolution Constitution Day 

Lunch, September 2011 

 “American Citizenship: From English Background to the Civil War,” Manatee County public school 

teachers, part of a seminar on Civil Liberties in the United States, sponsored by the Florida 

Humanities Council, April 2009 

Presentation on the rule of law in United States history, Teagle Foundation Working Group on “The Rule 

of Law and the Construction of the Self,” at the National Humanities Center, North Carolina, 

October 2009 

Guest speaker, Pre-Law Honor Society, University of Florida, October 2008 

Guest speaker, Law in the Swamp, Pre-Law Honors Society, University of Florida, 2009, 2008 

Speaker, Legal Education and Legal Practice, Florida Blue Key Honor Society workshop, University of 

Florida, January 2007 

“Citizenship, the Founding Fathers and the Constitutional Convention,” all-day workshop for high school 

teachers in Miami, Florida, part of The Circle of We: The Expanding Definition of American 
Citizenship, sponsored by the Florida Humanities Council, funded by an N.E.H. Grant, August 

2006 

“An Update on Title IX,” American Association of University Women, Gainesville Chapter, April 2006 

Member, Constitution Day Discussion Panel, University of Florida, September 2005 

“Constitutional Language,” Foreign Language School, Shandong University, Jinan, PRC, June 2005 

“The Importance of Writing in History,” taped lecture for the University of Florida Writing Program, Fall 

2003 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00040753/00001/allvolumes
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00034908/00001
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“Barron v. Baltimore, A Lost Moment in Constitutional History,” Constitution Week Dinner, Sons of the 

American Revolution, Gainesville Chapter, September 2003 

 “Book Censorship in High School Libraries,” Banned Book Week Celebration, Clemson University, 

September 1999 

“Pornography, adult entertainment, zoning laws, and the First Amendment,” A.C.L.U., Piedmont (South 

Carolina) Branch, November 1996 

 

COMMENTARY 

Commentator, Panel on Criminal Justice Institutions as Agents of Social Change, American Society for 

Legal History, November 2013 

Commentator, Panel on Media, Crime, and the Law: Assessing the Role of the Media in Framing Crime 

and the Anglo-American Legal Process, American Society for Legal History, November 2012  

Commentator, Panel on Public Sector Labor and Employment Law, Law and Society Association, 2010 

Commentator, Panel on Religion and the Rule of Law, Law and Society Association, 2006 

Commentator, Panel on Religion and Law in Historical Perspective, Law and Society Association, 2004 

Commentator, Panel on Finding Legal Meaning in the Past, Association of Law, Culture and the 

Humanities, 2003 

Commentator, Panel on Gender and Violence. Social Science History Conference, 2000 

Commentator, Panel on Statistical Analysis of Homicide Rates. Social Science History Conference, 1999 

 

WEB-BASED PROJECTS & PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP 

Pattern and Practice: Reclaiming the Lost History of Police Torture in Chicago, 1871-1971 

Blog (https://patternpractice.org)  

Digital archive (http://ufdc.ufl.edu/patternsandpractices/all) of legal resources relating to police 

torture cases from Chicago, 1860-1971 (under development) 

Twitter @LHR_Editor, 2014 to present 

Guest Editor, Jotwell Blog, 2012 to present   

Guest blogger, Faculty Lounge, 2014  

Guest blogger, Legal History Blog, 2011 

Guest blogger, Prawfsblawg, 2010-2012 

Online Proseminar: Teaching American Legal History, University of Florida, Department of History (Fall 

2006) 

Coordinator: Webinar on Comparative Constitutional History 2010-2012 (online reading & discussion 

group for advanced graduate students, junior faculty and independent scholars)(wiki: 

https://sites.google.com/site/constitutionalhistorywebinar/?pli=1) 

 

 

 

https://patternpractice.org)/
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/patternsandpractices/all)
https://sites.google.com/site/constitutionalhistorywebinar/?pli=1)
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TEACHING 

Teaching areas 

Digital History, US Constitutional History, US Legal History, History of Criminal Law, History of Civil 

Rights, History of Human Rights, Comparative Constitutional History 

Representative undergraduate courses and seminars 

American Legal History (Fall 2013, 2011, 2006, 2000); Constitutional History of the Founding 

Era (Fall 2012; Spring 2009); Constitutional History of the United States, from 1877 (Spring 

2010, 2008, 2002, 2001); Constitutional History of the United States, until 1877 (Fall 2009, 2007, 

2001, 2000); History Practicum: The First Amendment (Fall 2008); Seminar: History of a 

Supreme Court Case (Gideon v. Wainwright) (Fall 2008); Seminar: South Carolina v. Martin 

Posey: Trial as Social History (Fall 2005); The Denmark Vesey Case: A Trial in American 

History (Spring 2000) (hybrid undergrad-grad course) 

Representative graduate seminars 

Digital Humanities Studio (co-teacher, with Laurie Taylor, Spring 2017, Spring 2016); Digital 

History (Fall 2016, 2014); Foundation Seminar: 19th Century U.S. History (Spring 2010, Fall 

2004); Proseminar: Teaching American Legal History (Fall 2006); Foundation Seminar: Early 

America (Spring 2004); Legal History of Civil Rights in the U.S. (Spring 2000); Legal Culture of 

the South (Spring 1999); Famous American Trials (Fall 1999); Women and Law in U.S. History 

(Fall 1999) 

Representative law school courses and graduate seminars (these courses are cross-

listed with the History Department for graduate students) 

American Constitutional and Legal History (Spring 2017, Spring 2003, Spring 2001); Applied 

Legal History (Spring 2016, 2015); Seminar: Comparative Constitutional History (Spring 2014, 

2007; Fall 2009, 2005, 2003); History of U.S. Criminal Law (Spring 2013); U.S. Constitutional 

History: Popular Sovereignty (Spring 2012); U.S. Constitutional History: Citizenship (Spring 

2009); Seminar: Civil Liberties in Times of War and Trouble (Spring 2002) 

 

Chair, Ph.D. committee 

William Mercer, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. Summer 2011); dissertation title: “Locating 

Liberties: Barron v. Baltimore and the Role of Rights in the Early American Republic” 

Full-time Lecturer, History Department and Law School, University of Tennessee-

Knoxville (January 2012-2015) 

Michael Schoeppner, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. Fall 2010); dissertation title: “Navigating the 

Dangerous Atlantic: Racial Quarantine, Black Sailors, and the U.S. Constitution”   

Department of History Dissertation Award, University of Florida, Spring 2012 

ACLS New Faculty Fellow: California Institute of Technology, 2011-2013; Preyer 

Award Winner, American Society for Legal History, November 2011 

Assistant Professor, University of Maine-Farmington, 2013-2014 

Joel Black, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. Summer 2010): dissertation title: “Idlers, Outliers and 

Dependents: The Free Labor Order in Industrial Chicago, 1870-1930”  

Honorable Mention, University of Florida, Department of History Dissertation Award, 

Spring 2011 
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Lecturer, Department of Urban and Regional Planning & the College of Law Liaison, 

University of Florida 

Amanda Beyer-Purvis, University of Florida (History, A.B.D. 2013); dissertation title: “’Equal rights, 

Which Equal Law Must Protect’: Legal Challenges to Religious Segregationist Academies in the 

post-Brown South” 

Matthew Bewig, University of Florida (History, A.B.D. 2005); topic: Re-examining the Lochner Case 

Richard Brust, University of Florida (History, admitted 2015) 

 

Chair, M.A. committee 

Tashiba Robinson, University of Florida (Legal History, J.D./M.A., 2008)  

Kristin Corkhill, University of Florida (Legal History, M.A., 2007)  

William Mercer, University of Florida (Legal History, M.A., 2007) 

Karen Malloy, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2006) 

Jason Acosta, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2005) 

Mindy Aguirre, University of Florida (Legal History, M.A., 2005)  

Margaret Atkins, University of Florida (Legal History, J.D./M.A., 2005) (co-chair Matthew Gallman) 

Michael Schoeppner, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2005)  

Marcus Gore, Clemson University (U.S. History, M.A., 1999) 

Kirk Gregory Bast, Clemson University (U.S. History, M.A., 1998) 

Ryan Tindall (Legal History, admitted J.D./M.A. program in 2016) 

 

Director, B.A. honors thesis 

Stephen Payne, University of Florida (History), awarded highest honors, 2006 

Elliot Gore, University of Florida (History), awarded high honors, 2004 

Chris Jensen, University of Florida (History), awarded highest honors, 2004 

Athena Thanos, University of Florida (History of Science), awarded high honors, 2002 (co-directed with 

V. Smocovitis) 

Miranda Gatlin, Clemson University (History), awarded highest honors, 2000 

Joshua Bryant, Clemson University (History), awarded highest honors, 1998 

Alison Albanese, Clemson University (History), awarded highest honors, 1997 

 

Member, Ph.D Committee 

Michael Brandon, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. 2015) (William Link, chair) 

Joshua Abraham, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. 2014) (Frederick Gregory, chair) 

Jennifer Snyder, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. 2013) (Jon Sensbach, chair) 
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Hans E. Schmeisser, University of Florida (Political Science, Ph.D. 2012) (Larry Dodd, chair) 

Jordan Ragusa, University of Florida (Political Science, Ph.D. 2011) (Larry Dodd, chair)  

Thomas Berson, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. 2011) (Jack Davis, chair) 

A. Scott Catey, University of Florida (Anthropology, Ph.D. 2011) (Faye Harrison, chair) 

Eunhye Kwon, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. 2011) (Louise Newman, chair) 

Kathryn L. Oatest, University of Florida (Political Science, Ph.D. 2010) (Kenneth Wald, chair) 

Marija Bekafigo, University of Florida (Political Science, Ph.D. 2009) (Larry Dodd, chair) 

John Catron, University of Florida (History, Ph.D. 2008) (Jon Sensbach, chair) 

Mallory Szymanski, University of Florida (History, A.B.D.) (Benjamin Wise, chair) 

Jessica Taylor, University of Florida (History, A.B.D.) (Juliana Barr, chair) 

Alexander Tepperman, University of Florida (History, A.B.D.) (Jeffrey Adler, chair) 

Richard Yon, University of Florida (Political Science, A.B.D.) (Beth Rosenson, chair) 

 

Member, M.A. Committee 

Sterling Davenport, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A. 2015) 

Michael Harrington, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2005)  

Chris Sahl, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2005)  

Bryan McFarland, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2003)  

Andrew Anderson, University of Florida (U.S. History, M.A., 2003)   

Jenny Devine, University of Florida (U.S. History, J.D./M.A., 2002)  

Amy Levitt, University of Florida (History of Science, M.A., 2001)  

Anthony Brooke Taylor, III, Clemson University (Architecture, M.Arch., 1999) 

Valerie Emanoil, Clemson University (European History, M.A., 1999)  

Rosemary Nelson, Clemson University (U.S. History, M.A., 1998)  

Jeff Bowman, Clemson University (U.S. History, M.A., 1998)  

Tyler R. Ballard, Clemson University (U.S. History, M.A., 1998)  

Stephen Bartlett, Clemson University (European History, M.A., 1997)  

Edd D. Harrison, Jr., Clemson University (U.S. History, M.A., 1997 

Annemarie Nichols, University of Florida (U.S. History, projected graduation Spring 2017) 

 

AWARDS, GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 

2013 University of Florida Research Foundation Professor (2013-2015) 

2012 Waldo W. Neikirk Term Professor, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

2012 Humanities Research Grant, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (Summer 2012) 
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2011 Named Faculty Mentor by an Anderson/College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Scholar 

(undergraduate) 

2010-2011 Full-year sabbatical 

Faculty Enrichment Opportunity Grant: “Webinar: Constitutional History”  

2009 Humanities Research Grant, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (Summer) 

2007-2008 Norman Wilensky Graduate Teaching Award, Department of History 

2006-2007 Full-year sabbatical (declined) 

2005 Fulbright Scholar/Researcher, Shandong University Law School, Jinan, PRC (Spring) 

2002 Named Faculty Mentor by an Anderson/College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Scholar 

(undergraduate)  

2001 Humanities Research Grant, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (Summer) 

Named Faculty Mentor by an Anderson/College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Scholar 

(undergraduate) 

2000-2001 Mahon Award for Undergraduate Teaching, Department of History 

  Research Grant, South Carolina Bar Association 

1999  Library Laurel, Clemson University (Spring) 

   Research Grant, Newberry Library (Summer) 

1997-1998 University Research Grant, Clemson University 

Humanities Board Teaching Initiative Award (with Thomas Kuehn), “Comparative Law 

of Slavery,” Clemson University 

Platform of Collaboration Grant (with Thomas Kuehn), “Comparative Law of Slavery,” 

Clemson University 

  Mini-Grant (with Thomas Kuehn), “Comparative Law of Slavery,” ABA 

1996-1997 Teaching Innovation Fund Grant, “Senior Research Seminar,” Clemson University 

  Platform of Collaboration Grant, “Prelaw Speaker Series,” Clemson University 

1995 Graduate Student Participant, Law and Society Association Summer Institute (Summer) 

1994-1995 Editorial Intern, Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture, University of 

Chicago 

Junior Fellow, Institute for Advanced Study of Religion, Divinity School, University of 

Chicago 

Mellon Dissertation Year Fellowship, Department of History, University of Chicago 

1992 High Pass, Qualifying Exams, Department of History, University of Chicago (Spring) 

1991-1994 Phoenix Fellowship, University of Chicago 

  Century Scholarship, University of Chicago 

1984  J.D. with Honors, Chicago-Kent College of Law 

1982-1984 Member, Chicago-Kent Law Review 

1982  American Jurisprudence Award, Labor Law I  
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1981-1984 Merit Scholarship, Chicago-Kent College of Law     

1980  Georgia M. Watkins Award for Excellence in Ancient Greek, DePauw University 

 

SERVICE TO UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE & DEPARTMENT 

 

University of Florida 

2016-2017 Graduate Coordinator, Department of History 

 Chair (ex officio), Graduate Committee, Department of History 

 Member, SACS Assessment Committee (Graduate Program Review), 

Department of History 

 Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Curriculum Committee, Department of History 

Founding member, Graduate Certificate in Digital Humanities Board 

Founding member, Arts and Humanities Graduate Coordinator Working Group 

Member, CLAS Dissertation Award Selection Committee, College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences 

Member, Doctoral Dissertation Advising/Mentoring Award Selection 

Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Member, AAW Marilyn Lockhart Dissertation Fellowship Selection Committee, 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Member, Graduate School Dissertation Award Selection Committee, Universiyt 

of Florida 

 

2015-2016 Graduate Coordinator, Department of History 

 Chair (ex officio), Graduate Committee, Department of History 

 Member, SACS Assessment Committee (Graduate Program Review), 

Department of History 

 Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Curriculum Committee, Department of History 

Founding member, Graduate Certificate in Digital Humanities Board 

Founding member, Arts and Humanities Graduate Coordinator Working Group 

  

2014-2015 Graduate Coordinator, Department of History 

 Chair (ex officio), Graduate Committee, Department of History 

 Member, SACS Assessment Committee (Graduate Program Review), 

Department of History 

 Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 
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Member (ex officio), Curriculum Committee, Department of History 

Founding member, Graduate Certificate in Digital Humanities Working Group 

Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee, College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences 

Member, ad hoc Committee on Graduate Education, College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences 

 

2013-2014 Graduate Coordinator, Department of History 

 Chair (ex officio), Graduate Committee, Department of History 

 Member, SACS Assessment Committee (Graduate Program Review), 

 Department of History 

 Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Curriculum Committee, Department of History 

Member, Ruth O. McQuown Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

 

Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee, College of Liberal Arts and  

 Sciences 

Member, Graduate Affairs Committee, College of Liberal Art and Sciences 

Member, University Dissertation Completion Awards Committee, Graduate 

School, University of Florida 

Member, Student Fulbright Interview Group, Honors College (Fall) 

 

2012-2013 Graduate Coordinator, Department of History 

Chair (ex officio), Graduate Committee, Department of History  

Member, SACS Assessment Committee (Graduate Program Review), 

Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Curriculum Committee, Department of History 

Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee, College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences 

Member, Graduate Student Affairs Committee, College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences 

Member, University Dissertation Awards Committee, Graduate School  

 

2011-2012 Member, Graduate Committee, Department of History 

Member, ad hoc Committee to reassess the Graduate Program, Department of 

History 

Member, Student Fulbright Interview Group, Honors College (Fall) 
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 Coordinator, US History Pre-qualifying Exam Program (Summer) 

 

2009-2010 Member, Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

Faculty Advisor UF Trial Team (Undergraduate Moot Court Team) 

   Member, Student Fulbright Interview Group, Honors College (Fall) 

 

2008-2009 Advisor for undergraduate history majors, Department of History 

Member, Adjunct Committee, Department of History  

   Member, Student Fulbright Interview Group, Honors College (Fall) 

Chair, Partner Accommodation Search Committee, Department of History 

(Spring) 

 

2007-2008   Chair, Faculty Finance Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (Spring) 

Vice Chair, Faculty Finance Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

(Fall) 

Interim Associate Chair, Department of History (Spring) 

Member (ex officio), Graduate Studies Committee, Department of History 

(Spring) 

Member (ex officio), Executive Committee, Department of History (Spring) 

Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

(Spring) 

 

2006-2007 Vice Chair, Faculty Finance Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Placement Coordinator, Graduate Program, Department of History 

 Member, Search Committee, Assistant for Faculty Development, Associate 

Provost’s Office (Fall) 

Member, Department of History ad hoc Committee on Afro-American Studies 

Search (Spring) 

 

2005-2006  Member, University Constitution Committee 

Chair, Japanese Search Committee, Department of History 

   Mentor, Untenured Faculty, Department of History 

  Member, Chair Search Committee, Department of History (Fall) 

 

2004-2005  Member, University Constitutional Committee 

   Associate Chair, Department of History (Fall) 
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   Coordinator, US History Pre-qualifying Exam Program (Summer & Fall) 

   Chair, Tenure and Promotion Committee, Department of History (Fall) 

 

2003-2004  Member, University Constitution Committee 

Associate Chair, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Graduate Studies Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Executive Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee, Department of History 

 Chair, Faculty Senate ad hoc Committee on Senate Structure and Effectiveness 

(Summer & Fall) 

Member, Faculty Senate Steering Committee (Summer & Fall)  

Member, Faculty Senate (Fall)  

Coordinator, US History Qualifying Exam (Fall) 

 

2002-2003 Member, Faculty Senate representing the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Associate Chair, Department of History 

Chair, ad hoc Committee to Review Department Rules and Policies, Department 

of History 

Member (ex officio), Graduate Studies Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Executive Committee, Department of History 

Member (ex officio), Policy and Personnel Committee 

 Advisor, PREVIEW Program for Entering Freshmen (Summer) 

Member, Enhancement Fund Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

(Fall) 

 

2001-2002  Advisor for undergraduate history majors, Department of History 

 Chair, ad hoc Committee on American History Graduate Program, Department of 

History (Fall) 

Member, Enhancement Fund Committee, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
(Fall) 

Member, Vance Committee, Graduate Student Essay Prize, Department of 

History (Spring) 

 

2000-2001  Advisor for undergraduate history majors, Department of History 

Editor, Department Newsletter, Department of History 
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Clemson University 

1999-2000  Secretary, Faculty Senate 

   Member, Faculty Senate Executive Committee 

   Member, Faculty Senate Advisory Committee 

   Member, Grievance I Panel 

Member, Faculty Senate representing College of Arts, Architecture and 

Humanities 

History Department Representative, University Library Committee 

Advisor (pre-law) for Undergraduate History Majors, Department of History 

Member, Press Task Force, College of Arts, Architecture and Humanities 

   Member, Women’s Studies Coordinating Committee 

Member, New South Search Committee, Department of History 

Member, Whisnant Women’s History Lecture Committee, Department of History 

  Chair, Provost’s Committee to Revise the Legal Studies Minor (Fall) 

Member, President’s Committee on the Status of Women  

Member, Library Fundraising Initiative Committee (Fall) 

Faculty Representative, Student Committee on the Honor Code (Spring) 

Member, Women’s Studies Essay Contest Selection Committee (Spring) 

 

1998-1999   Secretary, Faculty Senate 

   Member, Faculty Senate Executive Committee 

   Member, Faculty Senate Advisory Committee 

   Member, Grievance I Panel 

Member, Faculty Senate representing College of Arts, Architecture and 

Humanities 

Member, Women’s Studies Coordinating Committee 

Advisor (pre-law) for Undergraduate History Majors, Department of History 

Member, Whisnant Women’s History Lecture Committee, Department of History 

 Member, University-wide Committee on Non-Student Regulations Task Force 

(Spring) 

Chair, Faculty Senate Select Committee on Promotion and Tenure Guidelines 

(Summer & Fall) 

 

1997-1998  Chair, Faculty Senate Select Committee on the Library 

Member, Faculty Senate representing College of Arts, Architecture and 

Humanities 
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Member, Faculty Senate Committee on Scholastic Policy 

Member, Faculty Senate Select Committee on the Revisions to the University 

Mission Statement 

Member, Women’s Studies Coordinating Committee 

Advisor (pre-law) for Undergraduate History Majors, Department of History 

Member, Whisnant Women’s History Lecture Committee, Department of History 

 

1996-1997   Member, Women’s Studies Coordinating Committee 

Advisor (pre-law) for Undergraduate History Majors, Department of History 

Member, Whisnant Women’s History Lecture Committee, Department of History 

 

1995-1996  Advisor (pre-law) for Undergraduate History Majors, Department of History 

Member, Chair Search Committee, Department of History 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

2014-2015 Member, United Faculty of Florida Online Task Force 

2003-2008 Member, United Faculty of Florida-UF Negotiating Team. University of Florida 

2001 Member, United Faculty of Florida-UF Task force on Academic Freedom and 

Diversity, University of Florida  

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Editor, Law & History Review, 2012-to present 

Member (ex officio), Publications Committee, American Society for Legal History, 2012-to present 

Lead Scholar, “Citizenship: A Field Study in Florida Civics, Week-Long Seminar,” Florida Humanities 

Council, Tallahassee, Florida June 2014 

Member, Review Panel, National Endowment for the Humanities, 2010 

Member, Editorial Board, Law and History Review, 2001-2012 

Member, Advisory Board, Journal of Law and Public Policy, 2005-2006, 2004-2005, 2003-2004, 2002-

2003 

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, FOCUS on Law Studies (sponsored by the Commission on College 

and University Legal Studies of the American Bar Association), 1996-1998 

Manuscript Reviewer, Oxford University Press; University of North Carolina Press; University Press of 

Florida; Longman; Rowan and Littlefield; Cambridge University Press; Routledge Press; 

Congressional Quarterly Press; University of Georgia Press 

Article Referee, Law and History Review; Criminal Justice Review; Law and Society Review; Journal of 

American History; American Historical Review; Journal of Social History; The Historian; 

William & Mary Quarterly; Law & Social Inquiry 
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Brief Judge, American Constitutional Society Moot Court, Spring 2007 

Member, Willard Hurst Book Prize Committee, Law and Society Association, 2006-2007 

Member, Law & Society Association Article Prize Committee, 1998-1999 

 

EDUCATION 

1990-1995 University of Chicago, Ph.D. in History  

1981-1984 Chicago-Kent College of Law, J.D.  

1979-1981 DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana, B.A. in Ancient Greek 

1977-1979 Swarthmore College 

 

REPRESENTATIVE CASES 

Evans v. City of Evanston, 941 F.2d 473 (7th Cir. 1991); Siddiqi v. Leak, 890 F.2d 904 (7th Cir. 1989); Doe 
v. Calumet City, 754 F. Supp. 1211 (N.D. Ill. 1990); Scimeca v. Village of Lincolnwood, 1989 U.S. Dist. 

LEXIS 10840 (N.D. Ill. 1989); Kennedy v. Hardiman, 684 F. Supp. 540 (N.D. Ill. 1988); Adrow v. 
Johnson, 623 F. Supp. 1085 (N. D. Ill. 1985) 


