
 
 

SPN 6735/LIN 6932: Bilingual Language Control 
Fall 2017 

 
Instructor: Dr. Jorge Valdés Kroff    Class Time: T 4, R 4-5 
Office: 246 Dauer      Class Location: TUR 2318 
Office Phone: (352) 273-3744    e-mail: jvaldeskroff@ufl.edu 
Office Hours: T, 3:00-4:00, W 10:30-12:30,     

 by appointment     
 
Course Description: 
A fundamental question in psycholinguistic approaches to bilingualism is how speakers navigate 
between their two (or more) languages in order to successfully produce or comprehend in the 
appropriate language. On the other hand, bilinguals find themselves in contexts in which they 
intentionally must alternate between their languages within speech (i.e., code-switching). This 
general problem of “selecting” the right language is termed bilingual language control. In this 
survey course, we will begin by overviewing the now well-established finding that a bilingual’s 
languages are co-active to varying degrees—both at the lexical and sentential level; and the 
subsequent models that have been developed to account for bilingual language control. 
Subsequently, we will explore current debates on whether domain-general cognitive control 
aids in bilingual language control. The last third of the course will be dedicated to examining 
bilingual language control over the lifespan and in less typical bilingual contexts such as code-
switching and bimodal bilingualism. Readings will consist of peer-reviewed research articles and 
review articles. Students’ grades consist of critical reviews, in-class presentation and discussion, 
and a final research proposal.   
 
Course Readings.  
We will read a selection of primary articles and select chapters from handbooks. All readings 
will be made available on Canvas elearning.ufl.edu 
 
Course Grade. The semester grade will be calculated as follows: 
 
Attendance and Participation: 10% 
Discussion Questions: 10% 
Presentations (2): 20% 
Critical Review: 20% 
Research Paper: 40% 
 
Attendance and Participation (10 pts): I expect you to read each of the assigned papers prior to 
the class meeting, attend class, participate actively, and cooperate in facilitating discussion.  
 

http://elearning.ufl.edu/


Discussion Questions (10 pts): By 4pm of the day prior to Thursday class (i.e. Wednesday), 
please submit a discussion question in Canvas on 2 of the assigned readings (2 questions total). 
These will be organized for class discussion by the discussion leader for that week.  
 
Class Presentation (20 pts): You will be expected to give two seminar presentations during the 
semester.  
 
a. Presentation on a related paper (15 pts). One presentation will be based on a recent 
empirical paper that covers the topic we are considering in a given week. The presentation 
should be approximately 20 minutes long + 5 minutes of questions. It will be helpful for you to 
let me know in advance the paper you plan to present so I can avoid talking about it myself 
during the tutorial portion of the class.  
 
b. Leading a seminar discussion (5 pts). The other presentation consists of serving as a 
discussion leader during one week of the term. Each session will be structured such that I will 
give an initial tutorial lecture on the topic of the week for on Tuesday and part of the time 
during our Thursday class meeting. We’ll then have one presentation on an outside paper, and 
we’ll leave the final 25 minutes of the class for discussion. The responsibility of the week’s 
discussion leader(s) is to organize the questions generated by class members into a meaningful 
discussion. The discussion may consider both empirical and theoretical issues raised by the 
readings. The discussion leader will collect the questions generated by class members and bring 
the organized discussion questions to the class meeting. The discussion leader should prepare a 
brief PowerPoint presentation that summarizes the main themes in the questions and that 
focuses discussion on the set of issues that he/she takes to be most important. It is important 
for the discussion leader to help navigate the discussion session (i.e., guide the discussion 
session and ask follow-up questions) 
 
Critical review. You will be expected to write one article review  
 
Critical reviews must be 3-5 single spaced pages (not including references), on articles 
designated as target articles (T) on the syllabus.  

(1) The reviews are due at the beginning of the class during which the particular target 
article is to be discussed (Tuesday) 

(2) The reviews may not be on articles discussed in a week when you are a presenter 
 
Research Paper (40 pts). You will be required to write a research paper of no more than 20 
pages double-spaced (excluding references) as a critical review of an SLA-related topic or on an 
experiment that you could potentially carry out on a theoretically-motivated question. The 
proposal can be focused on any of the topics covered during the semester or a translational 
issue with prior approval. More details will be provided throughout the semester. The paper 
will be structured such that students will be required to turn in components throughout the 
semester. Consult syllabus for key dates. 
 
Proposal and Short Bibliography (2 pts) 



Annotated Bibliography (5 pts) 
Paper Outline (3 pts) 
Abstract (5 pts) 
Final Paper (25 pts) 
 
Grade Scale 

A grade of C- will not be a qualifying grade for 
major, minor, Gen Ed, Gordon Rule or Basic 
Distribution Credit courses. For further 
information regarding passing grades and grade 
point equivalents, please refer to the 
Undergraduate Catalog at 
(http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/reg
ulationgrades.html). 

 
Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory and will be taken on a daily basis. Requirements for class attendance 
and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with university 
policies that can be found in the online catalog at: 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx. 
 
In the case of approved absences: 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx,  you must provide 
official documentation to your instructor within a week after the absence in order to be 
excused. Any work missed due to excused absences will be handled on a case-by-case basis in 
conjunction with advice from the administrative coordinator. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All students are required to abide by the Academic Honesty Guidelines which have been 
accepted by the University. The UF Honor Code reads:  
We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers 
to the highest standards of honesty and integrity.  
On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is 
either required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in 
doing this assignment.” For more information please refer to 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studentguide.  
 
Accommodations 
Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students 
Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then 
provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation. For more 
information see http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc. 
 
Counseling and Wellness  

A = 100-93  C(S) = 76-73  
A- = 92-90  C-(U) = 72-70  
B+ = 89-87  D+ = 69-67  
B = 86-83  D = 66-63  
B- = 82-80  D- = 62-60  
C+ = 79-77  E = 59-0  
  

http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html
http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studentguide
https://mail.ufl.edu/OWA/redir.aspx?C=29c975ffd2c74d1a8bf271f1227650a9&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dso.ufl.edu%2fdrc%2f


A variety of counseling, mental health and psychiatric services are available through the UF 
Counseling and Wellness Center, whose goal is to help students be maximally effective in their 
academic pursuits by reducing or eliminating emotional, psychological, and interpersonal 
problems that interfere with academic functioning. The Center can be found online at 
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc or reached by phone at 392-1575.  
 
Course Evaluation Process 
Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course based on 
10 criteria. These evaluations are conducted online at https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations 
are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given 
specific times when they are open. Summary results of these assessments are available to 
students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results. 

 
Resources Available to Students  
Health and Wellness  

• U Matter, We Care: umatter@ufl.edu; 392-1575  

• Counseling and Wellness Center: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx; 
392-1575 

• Sexual Assault Recovery Services (SARS): Student Health Care Center; 392-1161 

• University Police Department: http://www.police.ufl.edu/; 392-1111 (911 for 
emergencies)   

 
Academic Resources  

• E-learning technical support: Learningsupport@ufl.edu;  
https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml; 352-392-4357 (opt. 2) 

• Career Resource Center: Reitz Union; http://www.crc.ufl.edu/; 392-1601   

• Library Support: http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask 

• Teaching Center: Broward Hall; 392-2010 or 392-6420 

• Writing Studio: 302 Tigert Hall; http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/; 846-1138 
 

Tentative Class Schedule  (Subject to change) 
 
Week 1 (8/22, 8/24) 
Introduction to course; Brief overview of central themes to bilingual language control 
Costa & Sebastián-Gallés (2014). NN 
Kroll, Gullifer, McClain, Rossi, & Martín (2015). Handbook of Bilingual Processing 
 
Week 2 (8/29), ***no class meeting on 8/31 
Developing statistical literacy 
**Decide on Presentation Schedule 
 
Week 3 (9/6, 9/8) 
Models of Language Control I: Revised Hierarchical Model 

http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc
https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results
mailto:umatter@ufl.edu
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx
http://www.police.ufl.edu/
mailto:Learningsupport@ufl.edu
https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml
http://www.crc.ufl.edu/
http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask
http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/


Kroll & Stewart (1994). JML 
Sunderman & Kroll (2006). SSLA 
Linck, Kroll, & Sunderman. (2009). PS 
 
Week 4 (9/12, 9/14)  
Models of Language Control II: Bilingual Interactive Activation Model 
Dijkstra & Van Heuven (2002). BLC 
Dijkstra, Van Hell, & Brenders (2015). BLC 
Van Assche, Drieghe, Duyck, Welvaert, & Hartusuiker. (2012). JML 
 
Week 5 (9/19, 9/21)  
Models of Language Control III: Inhibitory Control 
Green (1998). BLC 
Linck, Hoshino, Kroll (2008).  
Blumenfeld & Marian (2011).  
 
Week 6 (9/26, 9/28)   
Cued Language Switching 
Meuter & Allport (1999) 
Costa & Santesteban (2004) 
Declerck, Stephan, Koch, & Phillipp (2015). JCP 
Dussias, Gullifer, & Poepsel (2016) 
*Proposal and Short Bibliography Due 
 
Week 7 (10/3, 10/5) 
Voluntary Language Switching and Unintended intrusions 
Gollan & Ferreira (2009) 
Declerck, Lemhöfer, Grainger (2016). BLC 
Gollan, Shotter, Gomez, Murillo, Rayner (2014). 
 
Week 8 (10/10, 10/12) 
Global v. Local Inhibition 
Morales, Gómez-Ariza, Bajo (2015). Cognitive control and consequences for multilingualism 
Baus, Branzi, Costa (2016) Handbook of bilingual processing 
Christoffels, Firk, Schiller (2011)  
**Annotated Bibliography Due 
 
Week 9 (10/17, 10/19) 
Individual differences in Language Control 
Bjork & Kroll (2015) 
Mercier, Pivneva, Titone (2014) 
Chen, Bobb, Hoshino, Marian (2017) 
 
Week 10 (10/24, 10/26) 



Neural correlates of bilingual language control 
Hernandez (2016). Handbook of bilingual processing 
Abutalebi and Green (2008). 
Luk, Green, Abutalebi, Grady. (2012).  
 
Week 11 (10/31, 11/2) 
Bilingual Aphasia 
Lorenzen & Murray (2008) 
Green & Abutalebi (2008) 
Edmonds & Kiran (2006) 
**Paper outline and in-class summary due 
 
Week 12 (11/7, 11/9) 
Development of Bilingual Language Control 
Gross & Kaushanskaya (2015). 
Ribot & Hoff (2014). 
Byers-Heinlein, Morin-Lessard, & Lew-Williams (2017). PNAS 
 
Week 13 (11/14, 11/16) 
Aging 
Bak, Nissan, Allerhand, Deary (2014) 
Grant, Dennis, Li (2014) 
Bialystok, Abutalebi, Bak, Burke, Kroll (2016). 
**Abstract Due 
 
Week 14 (11/21) **no class on 11/23 (Thanksgiving) 
Bimodal Bilingualism 
Pyers & Emmorey (2008) 
Emmorey, Luk, Pyers, Bialystok (2008) 
 
Week 15 (11/28, 11/30) 
Adaptation 
Green & Abutalebi (2013). 
Prior & Gollan (2011). 
*Adler, Valdés Kroff, & Novick (in prep) 
 
Week 16 (12/5) 
Wrap-up 
 
**Final paper due 12/11 (if possible, earlier is appreciated) 
 
 


