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!
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Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:50-2:50 p.m. and Fridays by appointment 
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The History Practicum:  Description of the course 
 
“Practicum” means doing practical work, and the history department’s practicum is a 
required course designed to introduce students to the basic practices of historical 
investigation and to help students develop fundamental skills in critical reading, 
analytical thinking, historical research, and argumentative writing, all of which are 
needed to succeed in the major.   These skills include being able to find and interpret 
various kinds of evidence; read and understand scholarly arguments about historical 
events; compose lucid analyzes of historical problems; effectively communicate ideas 
about history, both orally and in writing; and provide constructive feedback on others’ 
work. Such skills will serve students well in their future endeavors, no matter what 
profession/occupation they pursue after graduation.    !
To gain insight into how historical knowledge is created, this course focuses on events 
from 1968, including student protests, the Vietnam War, Women’s liberation, and the 
Civil Rights movement. The course explores how historians think about social change: 
how do historians analyze the origins and impact of social movements? What kinds of 
sources have historians uncovered to help them understand such phenomena?  How did 
these movements “spread”?  How do historians know when/if they are “over”?  !
!  !
Objectives of the course !

• Understand the kinds of logic and inductive reasoning that historians find credible 
(causes, contingencies, coincidences) 

mailto:lnewman@ufl.edu
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• Learn why dates, facts and details matter so much to historians and how they go 
about interpreting such information to make an argument about the significance of 
specific events 

• Appreciate and be able to distinguish among the different kinds of approaches and 
methodologies that historians use in trying to make sense of historical data  

• Develop the skills in critical reading, thinking and writing that are necessary to 
succeed in the history concentration 

• Practice some of the basic steps in researching and writing a paper on an historical 
topic, including identifying a topic, formulating a historical question about that 
topic, identifying and analyzing relevant primary sources to help answer the 
question, coming up with an hypothesis (an answer to the question) and “proving” 
the hypothesis by supporting it with relevant information and persuasive 
argumentation. 

• Learn how to follow style sheets and instructions for the presentation of work !
!  !
Questions this course addresses concerning historical argument and methodology !

• Why do historians study the past and keep writing about events that are “over”?  
• What is the difference between history and historiography?  
• What are the essential characteristics of a good historical narrative? Do historical 

accounts need to be objective? neutral? fair? credible? truthful?  How do we know 
if they are these things? 

• Does historiography have to be presented in a particular form or genre (i.e. a 
written text, such as a book or article) in order for it to have validity or authority 
as an accurate account of history? 

• Do we have the same expectations of and standards for historical narratives that 
are presented in a visual form (films, documentaries, photographs, cartoons, 
drawings, illustrations) or aural/oral forms (lyrics, speeches, stories, interviews, 
oral histories) as we do of written historiography? 

• Why are primary sources so essential to writing history?  How do historians 
interpret such sources?  What does a close reading of a primary source entail?  
What does it mean to contextualize a primary source?   

• What is the advantage of using many different (kinds of) sources?  Why do 
historians value accounts that address the same issue/problem from multiple 
perspectives? !

!  !
Required Readings  !
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The required readings for this course include selected chapters from two anthologies, 
articles published in academic journals, chapters from historical monographs, one full-
length monograph, and information that appears on websites.  The following books may 
be purchased from an area bookstore (e.g., Gator Textbooks or the UF Bookstore) or an 
online bookseller (like Amazon.com).    !
Books/tools that must be purchased !

• Bloom, Alexander, ed.  Long Time Gone: Sixties America, Then and Now.  New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2001.  [Timeline, Bloom’s introduction, Bond, 
Breines, Appy & Bloom, Melton, Miller, Martin, Evans] !

• Farber, David, ed.  The Sixties: From Memory to History. Chapel Hill: University 
of North Carolina Press, 1994.  [Farber’s introduction, Bailey, Pach, Jr., Echols, 
Lipsitz]  !

• Rampolla, Mary.  A Pocket Guide to Writing in History.  Seventh edition.  
Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2012.  Sixth edition, 2010 is also fine. !

• One full-length scholarly monograph on 1968 (or the sixties), chosen by the 
student. !

• In addition, students will be required to purchase 4-month access to an online 
research tool called the Pearson Writer by registering on the following website: 
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/writer/ !

Articles/book chapters that are available electronically !
The following articles and excerpts are also required reading.  They are available 
electronically through ARES/Course Reserves and can be accessed either through the 
“Course Reserve” portal on the course website on e-learning: lss.at.ufl.edu, or through the 
Course Reserve tab on Smathers Libraries’ home page:  https://ares.uflib.ufl.edu. !

• Dudley, William.  “Annotated Bibliography” in Opposing Viewpoints. Ed.  
William Dudley.  San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 1997, 257-263. 

• Goldman, Albert.  “The Emergence of Rock.”  New American Review (1968); rpt 
in The Sixties.  Ed. Gerald Howard.  New York: Paragon House, 1991, 343-364. 

• Chepesiuk, Ron. “A Chronology” in Sixties Radicals, Then and Non:  Candid 
Conversations with Those Who Shaped the Era. Ed. Ron Chepesiuk.  Jefferson, 
NC: McFarland, 1995, 7-24. 

• Friedan, Betty. Excerpt from The Feminine Mystique,” in The Portable Sixties 
Reader.  Ed. Ann Charters.  Penguin, 2003, 493-504.  
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• Howard, Gerald.  “Chronology” in The Sixties: Art, Politics and Media of our 
Most Explosive Decade.  New York: Paragon House, 1991, 505-514. 

• Tosh, John.  “The Uses of History,” The Pursuit of History: Aims, methods and 
new directions in the study of modern history.  Longman, 1984, 1-26. !

In addition, students will be working on individual and group projects that will require 
that they identify, locate and read their own additional primary and secondary materials. !
Students must bring copies of the assigned required readings (books and articles) to class 
on the days specified on the schedule below. !
!  
Documentaries !
Excerpts from the following documentaries may be screened in class and/or be required 
viewing at home.  Students do not need to purchase copies. !

• Berkeley in the Sixties (Mark Kitchell, 1990) 
Miss America (American Experience, PBS, 2006). PBS has a good website 
accompanying this video, including a timeline: 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/missamerica/timeline/index.html !
• The Fog of War:  Eleven Lessons from the Life of Robert S. McNamara (Errol 

Morris, 2003). 
• Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam (Bill Couturie, 2005) 
• My Lai (PSB documentary, American Experience series.)  http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSsniky78Bc&feature=youtu.be 
• Protest:  The Story of the Gainesville 8.   (http://youtu.be/YEuiAM2J5e8) 
• Woodstock  (Michael Wadleigh, 1970) or Woodstock:  Three Days of Peace & 

Music (2009)  
• No Direction Home (Martin Scorsese) !

!  
Policies regarding attendance, participation and assignments !

• Unlike most other history courses offered by the University of Florida, this course 
has a significant “workshop” component, which requires students’ presence in 
class every day.  Regular daily attendance is critical to the pedagogy of the 
course, so attendance will be taken at every class meeting.   !

• Students may have two “free” absences.   Students who miss more than two 
classes, will have penalties applied to their final course grades.  Students who 
have three absences will have 50 points subtracted from their final course grade 
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(an A will be reduced to an A-; an A- to a B+, etc).  Four absences will result in a 
deduction of a 100 points or a full grade (an A will be reduced to a B; an A- to a 
B-); and five or more absences will result in a failing grade.  !

• In addition, students’ participation in the course will be evaluated via their 
participation on Discussion Boards set up on the course website through the e-
learning system (lss.at.ufl.edu).  Students are advised to prepare carefully for each 
class, as both their in-class and on-line comments will be assessed on how 
thoughtful and engaged they are with the readings and assignments, as well as on 
the “cleanness” of presentation (no mistakes, appropriate style/size of font, etc.)	
!

• Students must bring to class all the relevant texts and readings that will be 
covered in class that day.  Failure to do so may result in students being dismissed 
from the class. !

• Students are expected to have read and done all the assignments indicated on the 
syllabus in advance of the date specified on the syllabus.  Students who come to 
class unprepared to discuss the readings may be dismissed from the class. !

• No late work will be accepted unless accompanied by documentation from the 
Dean of Students or Health Services offices.  However, in the case of exceptional 
or unforeseen circumstances, students needing an extension of a deadline may 
request permission from the instructor in advance of the deadline.  	
!

!  
General Policies !

• Students are expected to arrive on time, be attentive and respectful during class, 
and remain until class is over.  Habitual or severe lateness will be treated as an 
“absence” and penalized with grade deductions (see above). !

• Cell phones must be turned off before entering the classroom.  Computers are 
permitted but students caught using them inappropriately, e.g., emailing or using 
social media, will be asked to leave the classroom and will be counted as absent 
from the class.  !

• Students requesting accommodation for disabilities must register with the Dean of 
Students Office and obtain proper documentation to be submitted to the instructor 
during the first week of the semester.  Instructors are not obligated to grant 
accommodations if requests are made after the first week.  

  
• All students must observe the University of Florida's standards of academic 

honesty. http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.php    
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!
Acts of plagiarism include:  !

➢ Turning in a paper that was written by someone else (i.e., papers written 
by another student, a research service, or downloaded off the Internet); or 
written by you for another course. 

➢ Copying a significant portion of work of another author without using 
quotation marks and without acknowledging the source through a 
commonly accepted style of footnoting. 

➢ Paraphrasing text written by another author without referencing that 
author, both within the text and by using a commonly accepted style of 
footnoting. 

➢ Using a unique idea or concept, which you discovered in a specific 
reading, without acknowledging the original author and source, both 
within the text and by using a commonly accepted style of footnoting . !!!

Overview of Graded Assignments (1000 total points) !
Detailed instructions and grading rubrics for the major assignments will be distributed at 
least one week before an assignment is due.   Some assignments must be submitted on-
line through the e-learning website (lss.at.ufl.edu), while hard copies of other 
assignments will be handed in at the start of the class period.  Students should keep both 
hard and electronic copies of all their work over the course of the semester in case there 
are any problems in the submission, recording or grading of assignments. 
  
The final course grade is based on 1000 points, distributed as follows: !
Attendance (20% of course grade) !

• Visit to Smathers’ Archives (Library East)             50 
• Visit to Oral History (50 points)                  50 
• Attendance at Scott Camil’s lectures, emails to Camil         100 
• More than two unexcused absences will be penalized  

by 50 point deductions for each absence !!
Recall of Factual Material/Participation in Online Discussions 
 (30% of course grade) 
  

•  6 Quizzes taken online (50 questions, 2 points each)        100 
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• 5 Posts to Discussion Boards  (20 points each)             100  
• Post 1.  Introduce Yourself        
• Post 2.  Historical Significance of an Event from 1968   
• Post 3.  Posing Historical Questions (Appy, Pach)     
• Post 4.  Contextualizing the Historian (Bond, Miller)   
• Post 5.  Commentary on Melton/Lipsitz  !
• Analysis of primary sources (2x, Friedan, Goldman, 50 pts each)       100

  !
  

Performance of Analytical Skills (50% of the course grade) 
Assign 1 (Week 2). Assessing footnotes/endnotes (Bloom, Breines)         100  
           
Assign 2a-d (Weeks 12-16).  Identifying/Researching an Historical Topic        400
      

• Prospectus (1 page), identifying significant questions and proposing 
 an answer to these questions (thesis-argument) (100 pts) 

• Annotated Bibliography (100 pts) 
• Analysis of primary sources/note cards (100 pts) 
• Powerpoint presentation (100 pts)  !
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Grading Scale  !
Letter grades for the course will be assigned according to the following point scale: !

!
!  !!

Letter Grade Total Points GPA Equivalent

A 950-1000 4.0

A- 900-950 3.67

B+ 875-899 3.33

B 850-874 3.0

B- 800-849 2.67

C+ 775-799 2.33

C 750-774 2.0

C- 700-749 1.67

D+ 675-699 1.33

D 650-674 1.0

D- 600-649 0.67

E <600 0
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Overview of Weekly Schedule 
This course meets on a MWF schedule, from 12:50-1:40 in Keene Flint 119. !
Mon:  Class meets at 12:50.  Attendance is required. 
 Generally Mondays are devoted to discussing the assigned readings for the 

week.  In some weeks, students will have had to take an online quiz on the 
readings before Monday’s class and/or write a short comment (300-500 
words) on some aspect of the reading and post it to their Group’s 
Discussion Board by Sunday at 11:59 p.m.  Discussion posts must be 
“reviewed” or “screened” by the Pearson Writer and corrected before 
uploading.  Penalties, in the form of point deductions, will be applied to 
sloppy posts.  Deadlines for quizzes and discussion posts vary so students 
will need to consult the due dates included in this syllabus very carefully 
every week. !

Wed:  Class meets at 12:50.  Attendance is required.   
Often Wednesdays will involve analyses of primary sources or special in- 
class activities concerning how to read and write for history courses, 
activities that cannot be made up.  We will be consulting Rampolla’s text 
regularly over the course of the semester and students should bring it to 
class on Wednesdays and Fridays. !

Fri: Class meets at 12:50.  Attendance is required. 
Often there will be special activities taking place in class on Fridays, or we 
will visit archives/libraries on campus in lieu of class.  These activities are 
essential to the course, are graded, and cannot be made up.  On several 
occasions, hard copies of an Assignment will have to be brought to 
Friday’s class, and then submitted through the Assignments tab/portal on 
e-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu), by Friday at 11:59 p.m. in order for students to 
receive credit for the assignment.  No credit will be given to incomplete, 
partial, or late submissions.  All assignments must be “reviewed” or 
“screened” by the Pearson Writer and then corrected before submission.  
Penalties, in the form of point deductions, will be applied to sloppy and 
error-filled work. !

Due to holidays and other scheduling conflict, class will NOT be held on the following 
dates: !
Jan 20 (Mon) MLK Holiday 
Feb 17 (Mon) President’s Birthday 
Mar 3-7 (Mon-Fri) Spring Break 
Mar 14 (Fri) 
Apr 4  (Fri) 
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Apr 14 (Mon) Passover 
Apr 18 (Fri) Good Friday 
!  !
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Overview of Readings, Major Assignments and Key Activities  !
This overview is intended to give students a quick way to identify which readings, posts, 
and assignments to bring to class and when the quizzes/ posts/assignments must be 
submitted online.    (Also see Calendar of due dates below.) !
Please consult the Detailed Schedule (distributed separately) for objectives, questions to 
guide the readings and other important information concerning each class meeting.  
Separate instructions explaining the major assignments will be handed out in class and 
posted online. !
Week 1.  Introduction.  Tosh, Rampolla, Ch 1, 1-4. 
1/6, 1/8, 1/10  

Quiz 1 (25 pts) must be taken on e-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu), by 
Sunday, Jan 12, 11:59 pm.  Bring a printout of the quiz, with the 
correct answers, to class on Monday, Jan 13. 
Post 1. (20 pts).  Introduce yourself to your Group and explain 
why you have decided to major in history.   Must be uploaded to 
your Group’s discussion board (lss.at.ufl.edu) after Friday’s class 
but before the deadline on Sunday, Jan12, 11:59 p.m.  You may 
want to use the Pearson Writer to review your post before 
uploading it, as penalties will be applied to sloppy or error-filled 
work. 
A questionnaire will be handed out in class on Wed and students 
must complete it and hand it in at the start of Monday’s class.  The 
Questionnaire is ungraded but students will not be allowed to 
continue in the course unless they submit a completed 
questionnaire. !

Week 2. Placing 1968 in Context.  Bloom’s introduction, Farber’s 
introduction, Breines (in Bloom), Rampolla, ch 2. 

1/13, 1/15, 1/17 Also the chronologies contained in Bloom, Chepesiuk, Howard 
and online at the following website: 

   http://www.historyorb.com/events/date/1968 !
Quiz 2 (20 pts) must be taken on e-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu), by 
Tues, Jan 14, by 11:59 p.m.  Bring a printout of the quiz, with the 
correct answers, to class on Wednesday Jan 15. 
Post 2. (20 pts).  Explain the historical significance of an event 
from 1968.   Must be uploaded to your Group’s Discussion Board 
via E-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu) by Tuesday 11:59 p.m. and five 
copies brought to class on Friday, during which time students will 
select/rewrite a post to represent their Discussion Group on the 
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General Discussion Board.  Be sure to use the Pearson Writer to 
review your post before submitting it, as penalties will be applied 
to sloppy or error-filled work. 
A hard copy of Assignment 1 (Assessing Footnotes/Endnotes 
Bloom/Breines) (100 pts) must be brought to class on Friday, Jan 
17 (this deadline may be extended if books haven’t arrived on 
time) and an electronic copy submitted through the assignment 
portal on E-learning by Fri, Jan 17 at 11:59 p.m.  (deadline 
extended to Tuesday Jan 21.)  Be sure to use the Pearson Writer 
to review your assignment before submitting it, as penalties will be 
applied to sloppy or error-filled work.   !

Week 3.    Vietnam.  Appy & Bloom, Pach, Jr., Rampolla., ch 3, 20-37 
--, 1/22, 1/24    

Quiz 3 (40 pts) must be taken on e-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu), by 
Tues, Jan 21, 11:59 p.m.   !
Post 3. (20 pts)  What kinds of historical questions or problems 
concern Appy & Bloom?  What kinds of historical questions or 
problems concern Pach, Jr.?  Your discussion of these authors’ 
concerns and a list of questions must be uploaded to your Group’s 
Discussion board via E-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu), by Tues, Jan 21 at 
11:59 p.m. and five copies brought to class on Wednesday, during 
which time students will choose/rewrite a post to represent their 
Discussion Group, on the General Discussion Board. !

Week  4.   Civil Rights and Student Protests.   Bond, Miller 
1/27, 1/29, 1/31 Berkeley in the Sixties 
  

Quiz 4 (Bond, Miller) (20 pts) 
Post 4. (20 pts)  Describe Bond and Miller, giving appropriate/
relevant biographical details concerning their professional interests 
and accomplishments, and explaining how these bear upon their 
thesis arguments and the way they understand the historical events 
being related.  (Use Rampolla’s “Tips,” p. 11, 15 to help you.)  
When were they born, why are they interested in the history of 
civil rights? For example, how does Bond’s personal involvement 
in the Civil Rights movement affect his writing of the history of 
the event?  What kinds of sources does Miller use in her historical 
treatment of black student protests at San Francisco State 
University from the summer of 1967 through November 1968?  Be 
sure to use the Pearson Writer to screen and correct this post before 
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you submit it, as point deductions will be taken for sloppy or error-
filled work.  !
Scott Camil will be coming to class to talk about his service in 
Vietnam, 1966 (March)-68. 

Week 5.  Women’s Liberation & Protests at the Miss America Pageant !
2/3, 2/5, 2/7 Echols, Evans, Friedan, Rampolla, ch 4, 39-65. 
  Watch the documentary, Miss America (PBS, American 

Experience, 2006). !
Quiz 5  (Echols/Evans) (20 pts)   !

Wed 2/5  Discussion of Friedan, article available from course reserves, 
studentsmust bring a hard copy to class—50 points !

  
Week  6. Rock ‘N Roll.  Melton, Lipsitz, Goldman 
2/10, 2/12, 2/14   !

Quiz 6  (Melton/Martin/Lipsitz)  (20 pts) 
Post 5. (20 pts) Identify Melton and Lipsitz and discuss the kinds 
of questions that concern them.  This post must be uploaded via e-
learning by Sun, Feb 9 at 11:59 p.m. and five copies (along with 
proof that it was reviewed by the Pearson Writer) brought to class 
on Mon, Feb 10.       !

Mon 2/10 Discussion of Melton and Lipsitz; students must bring 5 copies of 
post to class; failure to do so will result in the forfeiting of the 20 
points for Post 5. !

Wed 2/12 Discussion of Goldman; available from course reserves, students 
must bring a hard copy of the article to class !

Fri 2/14  Visit Smathers Archives (Library East) – 42 points  !!!
Week 7. Writing Workshops—Bring Rampolla to class 
--, 2/19, 2/21 (Goldman analysis due —50 points) !!
Week 8. Beginning Research…. Assembling sources  
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2/24, 2/26, --  
 Visit to Oral History, Pugh Hall, 2nd fl, Wed Feb 26 (42 pts)   !!
Week  9  Spring Break.  No class meetings.  
3/3-3/7 !
Week  10.   Protests at the Republican National Convention held in Miami 

(1972)  & the trial of the Gainesville 8 (1973) 
  
3/10, 3/12, -- Watch the hour-long documentary, Protest:  The Story of the 

Gainesville 8  ( http://youtu.be/YEuiAM2J5e8) 
Read packet of materials assembled by Caiil under the title 
“Gainesville 8,” available in hard copy at Library West/Circulation 
Desk. !
Attend lecture by Scott Camil, an organizer of the protests at the 
Republican National Convention in Miami in 1972 and one of the 
defendants in the Gainesville 8 trial.   
Lecture to be held in Ustler Hall Atrium, March 12 (50 pts). 

   
Week  11.   Research Skills: Formulating a Topic/Identifying Sources !
3/17, 3/19, 3/21 Working with Library sources, online bibliographies, electronic, 

archives, search Engines and the Pearson Writer 
   Rampolla, ch. 5, 66-84. !
Week  12. Formulating a Thesis-Argument !
--,--,-- Rampolla, ch 4, 39-65, ch 5, 66-84 

Assignment 2a.  Prospectus & Annotated Bibliographies (200 pts) 
due Sunday March 30 at midnight 
 (students working on projects—Library work) !

Week  13. Taking notes/Analyzing Primary and Secondary sources.  
Rampolla, ch 5, (sixth edition, p. 82) 

3/31, 4/2, 4/4 Bring 5 copies of the 1-p Prospectus to class on Monday !
Week 14. Writing Workshops 
4/7, 4/9, 4/11 

Refining Thesis Arguments / Writing effective opening paragraphs 
and abstracts.  Review Rampolla,, ch 4, 43-56  
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!
Week 15.   Exit Questionnaire 
--, 4/16, -- Questionnaire begun in Wednesday’s class (must be completed at 

home and turned in by Monday, 4/21; failure to turn in the 
assignment will result in 100-point deduction from course grade.) !

Week 16. Conclusion  
4/21, 4/23  

Assignment 2b.  Final Project Due  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!
Calendar of Due Dates, Weeks 1-7 !

No credit is given for late or incomplete submissions !

!!

Day Time (pm)/ 
Place

Type of 
Assignment

Notes Pts

Jan 9, Thurs 11:59 pm 
online

Quiz 1 
(extended)

Bring printout of quiz 
1 to class on F, Jan 10

20

Jan 12, Sun !
Jan 12, Sun

11:59 pm 
online 
11:59 pm 
online

Post 1 !
Quiz 1

!!
Bring printout of quiz 
to class on M, Jan 13

20 !
20

Jan 15, Tues 11:59 pm 
online

Post 2 !
Quiz 2

Bring 5 copies of post 
2 to class on W, Jan 15

20 !
20

Jan 17, Fri 
Jan 17, Fri

Start of class 
11:59 pm 
online

Assign 1  
Assign 1

100

Jan 21, Tues !
Jan 21, Tues

11:59 pm 
online 
11:59 pm 
online

Quiz 3 !
Post 3

! 40 !
20

Jan 26, Sun 11:59 pm 
online

Post 4 
Quiz 4

bring 5 copies of post 
4 to class on M, Jan 27

20 !
20

Feb 2, Sun 11:59 pm 
online

Quiz 5 10 !
Feb 9, Sun 11:59 pm 

online
Post 5 bring 5 copies of post 

5 to class on M, feb 10
20

Feb 21, Fri !
Feb 23, Sun

In class !
11:59 pm 
online

Assign 2a  !
Assign 2a 

Open book midterm 
essay

100
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Detailed Schedule 
Week 1.   (1/6-1/10) Introduction: What is History (Good) For? !
Objectives  !

• Students will have developed a greater appreciation for the intrinsic value of 
historical thinking, as well as an enlarged understanding of the practical purposes 
to which history may be put.    !

• Students will have gained some insight into the way that history courses are 
taught in college and understand the kinds of assignments that are commonly 
required in college history courses. !

Readings !
• John Tosh, “The Uses of History,” from The Pursuit of History, 1-26. 
• Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 1-4. !

Quiz 1 (20 pts)  !
 On the assigned readings John Tosh and Mary Rampolla. must be completed online by 
Thurs, Jan 9, 11:59 p.m.  !
Post to Discussion Board 1 (20 pts) 
   

• Introduce yourself to your group and briefly discuss why you have decided to be a 
history major (75-100 words).   This post has to be done after Friday’s class 
and is due by Sunday, January 12, at 11:59 pm (20 pts).  In the future, you will 
be required to use the “Pearson Writer” to review and correct all posts before 
uploading them to your Group’s Discussion Board, and it is a good idea to begin 
that practice now since this post will be graded both for content and “cleanness” 
of presentation. !

Topics/Activities for each class meeting !
M 1/6  Why study history?  Why major in History in college? 
W 1/8  What is history good for?  (Group work) 

Understanding a History Syllabus/Types of history assignments  
(all this is explained in more detail in Rampolla, in chapters that will be 
assigned later in the course) 
▪ Taking quizzes and exams 
▪ Posting to a discussion board 
▪ Writing a critical book review (or reviewing an article) 
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▪ Writing a historiographic essay using multiple secondary sources 
▪ Writing a research paper using both primary and secondary sources 

F 1/10 Discussion of Tosh and Rampolla.  Bring both texts to class.  Make sure 
you’ve taken the quiz online (by Thursday at 11:59 pm) and bring a 
printout of the quiz  to class on Friday. !

Questions to consider in preparation for the quiz and discussion board: !
1.  Why is historical knowledge valuable?  What purposes does it serve?   !

• Nation-states need an official history to create a citizenry that shares certain 
values and has a common understanding of their nation’s past   

• Individuals need to understand their personal (family and social) history to 
understand who they are and where they’ve come from. 

• Communities need a political/social history to determine and maintain their values 
and/or to create a shared consciousness that enables them to mobilize against 
political or economic oppression 

• Travelers/exiles/immigrants look to history to understand an unfamiliar culture. 
• History is also a source of interest, pleasure and leisure for tourism and has been 

commercialized through museums, historic buildings, national parks, etc. (Dudley 
Farm, Dudley Plantation, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Homestead) !

2.  What constitutes “good” history?  Does the form of the historical narrative (written, 
aural, visual) affect how we gauge the value or usefulness of the historical knowledge 
being presented?  !
3.  Why do historians value historical accounts that incorporate more than one 
perspective? !
4.  Apart from training the human mind, expanding our horizons, enhancing our 
sympathies, does history have any practical uses?  !
!  !!
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Week 2.  (1/13-1/17)  Placing 1968 in context  
  
Objectives !

• Students will have developed a greater appreciation for how historians attribute 
significance to events that took place in the sixties, and why the significance or 
meaning of these events continues to change over time. !

• Students will have developed a greater appreciation for why historians still debate 
what happened in the sixties, and how these debates are informed by the political 
events that take place in subsequent eras, e.g. 1990s. !

• Students will understand how historians use footnotes to document the primary 
and secondary sources they have used in their accounts and to give additional 
information that they deem important but not germane to their main arguments. !

Readings !
• Alexander Bloom’s introduction, “Why Read about the 1960s at the Turn of the 

Twenty-first Century,” in Long Time Gone, 3-9. 
• David Farber’s “Introduction” in The Sixties: From Memory to History, 1-10. 
• Wini Breines, “’Of This Generation’: The New Left and the Student Movement,” 

in Long Time Gone, 24-45.  Pay special attention to the section titled “The Late 
Sixties,” 35-39. 

• Chronologies contained in Bloom, ed. Long Time Gone, xi-xiv, Chepesiuk, 7-24, 
Howard, 505-514, and on line: http://www.historyorb.com/events/date/1968 !!

Questions that this week’s readings will address !
• How have historians periodized the era known as “The Sixties”? 
• When do historians think the sixties began? When do they think they ended? 
• Why have some historians treated 1968 as a turning point?  
• What kinds of questions/problems/sources concerning the 1960s do historians 

find interesting?   
• What kinds of accounts about the 1960s are granted credibility and authority? 
• What are the significant historical ironies & unintended consequences associated 

with the 1960s?--  i.e. results that are often the exact opposite of what the actors 
intended. 

• How do historians attribute agency to historical actors while also understanding 
that historical actors also respond to forces they cannot control? 

• Academic versus popular histories of the 1960s:  how are they different? !
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!
Post to Discussion Board 2.   !
Pick one significant event that took place in 1968 and explain why historians considered 
it significant in the 1990s.  Then comment on whether that meaning has changed in the 
last 20 years (300 words).  Your essay must be posted to your Group’s Second 
Discussion Board by Tuesday, January 14 at 11:59 pm.    This time, you are required 
to use the online tool, The Pearson Writer to review and correct this and all future posts 
and assignments before uploading them to the e-learning website or handing them in to 
the instructor in hard copy.  Bring “proof” that your essay was reviewed by The Pearson 
Writer to class with you on Wednesday. !!
Topics/Activities for each class meeting !
M 1/13 Take notes on Bloom, Farber and Breines and bring these notes, along 

with the texts, to class and be prepared to discuss these readings. 
(extended to Monday) !

W 1/15 Discussion of chronologies contained in Bloom, Chepesiuk, Howard, and 
online.  (extended to Friday) !
Look over and bring to class the chronologies that you have read, along 
with five copies of your Discussion Post (along with proof that it was 
reviewed by The Pearson Writer).  Each discussion group will either 
choose a post or rewrite a post (on the significance of an event) to present 
to the rest of class and to post to the General Discussion Board—Course 
Themes. !

F 1/17 A hard copy of Assignment 1 (Assessing Footnotes/endnotes) must be 
handed in at the start of class and an electronic copy submitted through the 
Assignment Portal on e-learning (lss.at.ufl.edu), by Friday at 11:59 p.m. 
(100 points) !

!  !!
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Week 3. (1/20-1/24)  Different Takes on the Vietnam War/Tet Offensive as a 
Turning Point in the War !

Events:  
January 30-February 24:  Tet Offensive (Battle of Khe Sanh, Feb 5) 
April 8.  Operation Complete Victory Offensive 
March 16.  My Lai massacre occurs but not known to the public until Nov 1969 
March 31.  Johnson stops bombing north of 21st parallel and announces decision not to 
run for reelection 
May 10: Peace talks begin in Paris between U.S. and North Vietnam (but war does not 
end until 1975.) !
Objectives  !

• Students will have gained an understanding of how the best historiography makes 
an argument about the past (rather than just specifying what happened), posing 
and answering specific questions.   

• Students will have gained an appreciation for why the Vietnam War still inspires 
so much interest and debate among historians, whose questions about the war 
differ greatly. !

Readings  !
• Christian Appy and Alexander Bloom, “Vietnam War Mythology and the Rise of 

Public Cynicism,” in Bloom, ed., Long Time Gone, pp. 47-74. 
• Chester J. Pach, Jr., “The Vietnam War on the Network Nightly News,” in Farber, 

ed., The Sixties, pp. 90-118. 
• Rampolla, “Reading and Writing in History,” ch 3.  !!

Additional activities (recommended) !
My Lai (aired on PBS as part of the American Experience series in 2010) 
3 minute introduction: http://video.pbs.org/video/2365115870/ 
full version of the documentary available on:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bSsniky78Bc&feature=youtu.be 
This extra-credit assignment was made available on the My Lai documentary.  Write a 
300-word essay in which you describe the filmmaker’s credentials, accomplishments,  
and political views, and explain what the documentary is “arguing.”  Choose a person 
from the documentary and explain what you have learned from this person’s testimony. 
(10 points) !
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Questions addressed by this week’s readings will be identified by students in the 
post to Discussion Board 3, see below. !
Post to Group Discussion Board 3 
Students will compose two questions addressed by this week’s readings and submit them 
in a Post to their Group’s Discussion Board for Week 3 by Tuesday, January 21 at 11:59 
p.m.  (20 pts).   More detailed instructions are available online.  Students will need to 
bring five copies of these posts to class on Wednesday, Jan 22.  (deadline extended to 
Friday, Jan 24.) !
Topics/Activities for each class meeting 
   
M 1/20 MLK Holiday—no class meeting 
W 1/22   Discussion of the questions relevant for the Appy & Bloom and Pach, Jr. 

readings. 
F 1/24 Bring Rampolla to class and be prepared to discuss the “Writing Tips” and 

the typical Assignments in a history course: summaries, book reviews, 
historiographical essays and research papers (also called term papers 
because they take all term to write)   !

!  !
Week 4.  (1/27-1/31) Student Protests and Civil Rights Demonstrations.  !
Events: 
February 8:  Black Student Protests at South Carolina State College 
April 23-30:  SDS-led occupation of administrative buildings at Columbia  
April 24:  Black students occupy administration building at Boston U. 
November 6.  Student strike at San Francisco State College !
January –June: 221 major demonstrations at 101 colleges/universities !
Readings 
Bond, Miller (and review Breines) in Long Time Gone, 11-22, 23-46, 123-144. !
Additional activities (recommended) 
Watch the documentary Berkeley in the Sixties, available from Course Reserves. !
Topics/Activities for each class meeting !
M 1/27 Discussion of Bond, Miller 
W 1/29 Discussion of Bond, Miller, cont. 
F 1/31  Visit Oral History Center, Pugh Hall/Scott Camil coming to class 
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!
!  !


