
“This fascinating book offers a sweeping analysis of Russia’s changing ‘language culture’ in the past 
several decades, from the politics of language use and debates over language norms to the role Russian 
language plays in national identity, political culture and international relations. But this is more than a 
book about language culture. From the stagnant discourse of post-Stalin’s Soviet Union to the exciting 
linguistic openness of Gorbachev’s perestroika, from the violent linguistic experimentation of the fi rst 
post-Soviet decade to the authoritative linguistic grip and chaotic online utopia of Putin’s years, this book 
provides an extraordinary perspective on Russia’s cultural and political history.”

—ALEXEI YURCHAK, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, 
AUTHOR OF EVERYTHING WAS FOREVER, UNTIL IT WAS NO MORE: THE LAST SOVIET GENERATION

“After Newspeak is a great book that gives tremendous insight into Russia’s political culture, and it is a sheer delight to read.”

—ELIOT BORENSTEIN, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

MICHAEL S. GORHAM is Associate Professor of Russian in the Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at the University of 
Florida. He is the author of Speaking in Soviet Tongues: Language Culture and the Politics of Voice in Revolutionary Russia and coeditor of 
Digital Russia: The Language, Culture, and Politics of New Media Communication.
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