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"V, THE PAST

The interview schedule incorporated elcmonts of
Cantrill's sclfaanchoring scale., On this scale thz pust
is compzared to the present, and the present is compared
to what one thinks the future will be like, In Céan-
trill's administration of the test, the respondent chose
numbers to compare the past, present, and future,

The same questions were asked in this study, but
the questions were opzn ended, in an attempt to find
out not only whether the present is scen as batter or
worsc than the past, but also tho dimensions along

. which the evaluation is made;

It was believed that this would broaden, deepen,
and fill in the picture of the mental Llrfe of the
people of lLa Loma and cast more light on the how of
their perception of and responsg to th2 impending
crisis, .

To a certain degree this was accomplished, But
in changing the measure from the cut and dry choice
of a number to the opon ended discussioﬂ; the distinc-
tion betwconpzst, present, and future lost their clari-
ty. The respondents did not make those ajrtight dis-
tinctions: the precise division of these three catego-
ries was more a fiction of the original study than &
measure of real, distinct categorices which the people
usc to cveluate their life,

in talking about thair pust, thc people were acked



to say vhat were the general features of life in the
past as comparcd to today's life, Thoy were then asked
to say what were the happiest moments they remembered,
The idea was to isolate the cognitive elements inrtheir
image of the past which for them constituted happi-
ness, Differences werc expected to ke foﬁnd botween
the two groups., Likewise they were asked to say which
were the worst ycars, to isolate the factors which causc

pain, Similarly.intergroup ditfrerences vere expected,

The gencral tendency among the serranos was to
glorify thz past and look upon it as & happicr period
of their 1life in gcneral..

The elements involved in thz comparison are the
following: weather (spccifically amount of rain),
freedom to clear hills at will, producitivity of conu-
cos, availability of animals, feeling of cnergy and
invulnerability to sickness (i.e. youth vs, age),
and quantity of pe2ople in the hills (the fewer people
the better,).

Not everybody uses all of these categories, But
thesc arcs the ones that scem parsonally relevant to the
hill planters.

As far as weather goes, the past is seen as

abundant in rainfall,

¢ A J ,
Porgue aqui ante! sg vivia Because life used to be gooad
bien, vy bien: agui, cuan- here, very good here, it

do llovia mucho, llovia, rainad a lot, rainod, a lot

nuch! agva, nucha lluvia of sheowers, a lot of rain-
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..s{, se vivia muy bicn,
L' agriculture rendfa mu-
cho, La crianza dz ganzdo,
puerco',...cso sc vivia muy
bien. Todo', .,todo el mundo
vivia 4a' eso,

(Antes llovia més que ahorz?)
Uuuuuuuuuuu!ll Cuando yo ve-
ni! quI...no no no nho, eso
no tenIa nombre, ESO erds..
casualmentc quedaba un dld
que no lJovicra. vd, via
afucra, asf, lo patio' ccha~’
ban com! una lam' azul de
tant!' agqua, sf!! Echaban

una lam' azui, Y Yi..ohm:

fall...yeah, life was good,
Fariming really produced, And
anirnal raising...cous, pigsS..e.
life was recally good, Every=
body lived this way,21

(Did it used to rain more?)
wWow! When I first came here.ce.
no no no, it was unb2licvable.
It WasS,..it was @& rare day
that rain daidn't fall,

You'd look outside at your
back yard,..it had like

a bluvz coating from so

much rain. Yeah! There was
like a bluc cozting, And

NOVi 4 o .hd.

The past is a time of abundance in everythina,

(No era as{ suando Ud, era
jov;n?) Ro, que val! Diferen-
te t6', Lo que si, ,como le
di je ay01, qu2 hacfa un co-
nuquito de cuatro tarca' y
la! comfa sin pelai lo! pld-
tano!, s¢ sccabun cp la
mata, habna produc1on éc to-
do enantec, Ery una floi pz!
daisc to&'., Animul y trabujo,

Teduy on the ‘contrury:

forest rangers following them wherever thzy go.

llevan en una ¢lausuvra mala,"

(so it wasn't this way when
you were young?) Ro,not at
all, Everything diffcrcnt
Like I told you yesterday,
you'd make & little conuco
of four tarcas and you'd
eat -without even having to
pecl the plantains, they'd
dry uvp right on the treco,
Everything produced bofore,
It was @ time of plenty in
evcrythlng...unlmuls,
farming.

they fecel the cycs of the

"Nos.

("rhey have us hemmzd in-

the oppositc of the imuge of soltura, looseness, which

characterized their earlicer lifc.) "Aqu{ lo guc andan

ello' e' con la vara de hierro atrd' de lo' agricultore'.,"

“iierc all thny re doiny is walking bzhind the farmers

an iron rod.," "Andun cuatro,

with

cinco atru' de nosotro!,

vicndo adondz,..a vei onde quc...adondc que ‘tamo traka-

jando pu

cogcino' y llevaino' preso," So we've got four
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or five of them follouing us
it is - we're working, so theoy

This a vivid contrast'to the

everywhere, watching where
can grab us and arrcst us,"

freedom they enjoyed in pust

times, and is one of the principal featurcs of life

today which make it difficult for the farmers,

desirce for soltura, freedouw,
relevant,

grow the food,

This

is certainly cconomically

If they can't chop the trees down they can't

But on the other hand onc gets the im-

pression that soltura has become a need in its own right,

indcpendently of the economics involved,
mobility have become a way of lifc,

as a period of freedom, the present as a

closure,

Frecdom ang
The pust is seéen

period of en-

This is allied to th2 concept of youth and thz encryy

that accompanies youth,

Durante ud, td& joven, Ud.

s' encucntra a quc,,.vamc
suponei, aunque Ud, no tenga
nada pero Ud, s' encuantra
orgulloso, nporque el joven,
no e' veid: |') Vive 1lons r"r\

de orgullo y dz,,'lusione
nucvciuu? No como cuand Ud
'td viejo, Vi, .01 que '+q
vicjo no 'td pendientc il
que _si cons iguid un peso,
condisclo,

Youth is the happy time

to do anything,

cally better than the present,
emphacsis on ﬁhysical well boing

a precoccupution with the waning

anics old age,
g9

Vhil> youlre vduny, you
fcc,..gltt" sSupposc you
don't have anything, but
you know you're proud, be-
cause you're young, richt?

You live full of,,.pridz and,,

illusions, right? It's not
like whan you bzcom2 old,
Somekody thut's old is just
worriced about finding a
peso to eat with,

when you feel strong enough

For this rcason the past is automati-

There is a striking

and, as will be scen,

of strength which accon-
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These are the moct frcquent dimensions along which

the serrano compares tha

times have changed, The

past to the present, Obviously

guecstion is: why have they

changed? To what doas the serrano attribute his altercd

conéition,

There are two tendencies in the protocols,

one of these is to view the decay as the inevitable ro-

sult of "la profcc{a

prophecy written in thc books,"

the prophecy or

been puasscd on freom fathor to son and

nowledged by the older serranos to bo

present day 1ills,

" the cy say; this

the question thut had bzen
rains grown scarccr?

Buzocno..,.y0 No m' c'glico,
porguc la gecnte dice que e
por la' demontacionz, EFecro
que va! ko schoi, E'to e',..
a lo que yo entiendo,,..que
decfsn lo' vicjo' enante

ait Ggue Cvu\l.lllenc.u) })J.OL\.\.-J.(A‘
y guz e'to habfa que veilo,
Que con 1os aho'!, segin diba
pasundo uﬂo' Ud. sike, ha-
tfa que afe v1endo eso sicn-
pre, dc qun las agua'! no!
dibun e'cascai, Y dou$ la
loma y todo tenfa que sci
carrctcra, Y nosotro' decf-
ano' quc eso no podia sei
porque, , . hosotro! tapdo mu-
chachito, oab_...dec1gno-
"Noooo! Ale, y de quce mi-
neecra? Hey gue sei uvn bruto
pa' creei cn eso," Aaaah?

buc! vyea yz, Ya tou lJa' lo-
mg' tin tramﬁnu, ya sc ve
o' carretcra,..ya todo

escrita en los

in what book

And therc's no usc

2ll had to happcn. In

askod was:

libros," "the

Nobody knows who made

it's found: but it has

is generaelly ack-

fighting it,
the following

why have the

Well I,..I can't figure it
opt- rocause pzople suy

it's bccause th2 mountains
have been erlppcd of trces,
But that's not so! iio sir,

This is,.th2 way I look at
it..2s the o0ld en usuG to
saYe..this is the fulfillwment
of prophzcy, and it had to
huppain, s th2 yeours want

by, this had to happan, y°
know,,.that the waters were
going to get scarce, And thit
the hills and all this were
going to turn into rouds,
And we uscd to suay...that
can't bz, .vhen we were little
kids, y'know, we said "Moo,
what arc you talking about?
How can that happzn? You have
to bz stupid to believe in
that, " - Yeuh? Well just loolk,
411 the hills are crisscrossed
now, rouads cvervuharoe: Rouds




carrctera,..ech? Eso vicne

everywhzre, right?

por la mano de Did', To' eso That comes from the hand of
habia gque veilo, eso habiz quo Sod! all thut had to happen,

veilo, Y no' faita mucho

poi vei todavia, ch si.,je
je. Nd faitu mucho. NO fai-
ta mucho, je Je. (como qul?)
Bueno, scgun,.scgun van pa-=
sando aho, gue van la cosi,
como guien dice, c'cgseando-
se todo, todo s' e'ta e'ca-
seando, Vea, la criznza sc
't ‘cabando, Y eso habia
que veilo, Vea, Cicen que

sc llegar{' a un tiempo quec
los hijo' le diban @ preguns
tar a su papa: "Papa, de quc
era e'te huzso?" Entopje lc
dibu conteltar su papus "Ay
mi hijo, Es' era de un ani-
mai gue sc llamaba ‘vaca'"
ja _ja ja ja. Bucno y asf..
as{ va todo, Ud, no ve?
E'to,.e'to cran lugare' de
mucha c¢rianza, Cuando yo Vvie
ne agqui, UG.no veld md guo
vaca',..vaca, y toa clasc

‘¢ animalc. Y ya dc casuali-
da Ud,., v' una vaquita aqul,
De casualidd Ud, ve una va=
quita, Y ei que la ticnc:
que "Ly, se me murio la va-
guita..." Eso lo que 1t e'-
toy digicndo. Qu' eran cosa'
que 'gan elcritat', y que
habzria,..hay que veila,

vd, ve nosotro? Nosotro!
MUrircmo, .. nosotro! taive

no lo' veamo, pero c¢' lo
gue toy oyendo, que falta
mucho, , smuchat! cosa' poi

vei todavia,

it had to huappzn. Hnd wo huved't
secen anything yet, just wait,
yes sir,, Thcre's a lot morce
coming, ther's a lot more
coming, heh heh, (Like what?)
Well,..is the years go pass-
ing and as things, likc

we say, get even sCarCir...
everything's getting scarcer.
Look, animal-raising has
almost gonc out of existence,
And this had to happen, Yes,
They say that thew's going

to come a timz when children
would ask their father: "Duddy,
whut kind of & bone is thut?"
And thzn the father would an-
swer: “That ba2longed to an
animal we uscd to call 'a cow,®"
ha ha ha, Well,.and that's the
way it all gozs, Don't you
sce? This rcgion used tohave
animals all ovar tho placce,
When I first came here, all
you SaW WELC COWS,,..COWS,

and every type of animal,

Ané now it's rare when you

sce a.cow around here, And
the guy that owns it will

end up saying: "Oh no, my
poor cow died..." That's what
I'm telling you, Thase arc
things that were written

and that,.,.that had to huap-
pen., Y' sce us? Maybe we'll
die...we may not sce it,

but according to what I hear,
there's a lot more coming..e.

a lot of things we haven't
-seen yct,

why then are things going downhill? The Prophzcy.

This fits in nicely with the general tendency of the

serrano to valuc submission and conformity., This

fatalistic view of life's decay rationalizes a sub-

mission and passive stance toward it all, the stance

that is most in keeping with what they valu2 most in
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their character, "De la conformidd vienz té',.." "Resi-
gnation brings all things..."

However othzr serranos, usuully youngcr, have a difw
ferent attitude, They take a morc causal apﬁroach to
the matter: if life is worse today than yesterday, it
is becaus2 certain mcn have made it that way. The
culprits, by coincidence, happ2n to bé the samc oncs who
arc making life unlivable todéy. Why is there no rain?
The sawmill has striéped barc many mountiins and, since
“pincs attract rain,.." the deforestation curiicd out
by the Company is what has made th2 rain scarce, Why
_have the rivers dricd up? The sawmill, in mzking roads,
-through the hills, "...troéa las venas de agua," cuts
across the veins of water, thz streams that tricXle down
the folds of the hills, It is Company activity that has
caused the decline of tho times, Even the disappoarance
of livestock is duc to thz Compdny;

(Porque se acabd la ,crian- (vhy have you stopped raising
zu?) Porque la hicidé'n aca- animals?) Because they mude

bail Lu* obliguo gue no! la us cstop! Thay forced us to
hicié'n acabuai! De'de que stop., Ever since those guys
se metiétn esa gente uh{, camc here (the Company)eeee
.sdigque lo' puerco'! lec arran- supposcdly our pigs werce
cabzn lo! pino', La vace, hurting their pines., And
ei que la tcnfa tuvo que covws, . swhoever had cows had
mataila a comiisela porqguc to kill them and eat them
ello' le' tiraban lo! pino‘ boacause those guys would
arriba y la' rompian, si.. chop trces over on the cows
gue matd'n mucha' vaca' Y and break their backs, Yes,
anoacc' guien la tenfa, 1la thoy killed a lot of cows,
sach. And whoayar had any got rid
off them

And frecdom? That is gone too, Vhy? The forest

rangers, All the clements of the good life have keen



95~

snatched away from them, one by onz. Thz older men sce it
as the hand of God--"y hay que sei confoime,.." " and

you have to be resignca.“ tThe not so older men sec it

as thé hand of some evil men., This explains the answer
that so many of them gave to the question: "Think buack:
which was the worsﬁ period of your life?" liost of them
responded: “Esta de ahora," Tk one right now,

To sum up:; the past is better than the present, All
those elements which constitute the good life for the
_gerrano are disappeariny, and appear on the brink of
extinction, WwWhy has life gone down? Some say God's Pro-
phecy. A very safe evaluation; since it is God, one can
be conforms, because ",,.he who brings want also knows
how to bring abundancé." Oothers say it is the evil com-
pany, the evil forest rangers, and thz evil rich, A bit
more dangcrous, But in comparing the past to the present,
all have carefully avoided seeing vwhat is at the center
of their present plight: the government which they elec-
ted--the_Jefc whom they placed in office=-has, in the nuame
of "nationzl intecrect" decided to celiminate their vay of
1ife., The fantusies which they concoct about Gol wad the
evil Company are all attempts to make sensc of a plight

whose origin their minds rcfuse to admit to consciousn2ss,

The dimensions along which th: worker couparcs his
present lot to his past differ greatly from those of the
serrano. 1n gencral the past is seen as better, but for

different rcasons, '



The most salient clements involved @xc: groatcr

spending power of moncy, greater variecty of foods, fewer

family responsibilities, greuter availability of recrc-

ational diversions Some examples:

Bucno, ,en la época guc yo me

Th¢ pzriod in which I was

v1de md ! Lcontento, .porguc s1‘.happ1ﬂst....it s a fact,
aqu habia ,tiempo que el arrd therce was a time here when

se comfa md barzto, habia
ba'timento! md' barato,
Cuando nojotro trabajibano’
& dieciocho centavo por mi-
llai, Ug. com{a. .y

E' ma., aqui nd' md? habla

un tiempo bueno, Que ful
cuando se comprabz la car-
ne a 5¢ y el casuve a do!
centavo, Y habfa ba'tlrbn-
to que Ud, diba onde mi:

"Yo vine a bu'cai,,.yo vinc
a comprdi 20¢ dc platano,"
bd. tenfa que llevai un bur-
ro. “Coge ahy, saca to' lo
que Ud, quiera ahfi " Y cuan-
do U4, lo preteba, no podiz,
Ud. chld' LYa 'ta bucno,"
Esa fuc la Gnica ve' que
qul se gozaba, Inu libra ce
carne valfa 5¢, Eh,,1' habi-
chuela & do' centavo'! y tre!
Ei muf ¢ @ tre! chele!, JEsu
fué la epoca que sc viv;u

la mecjoi vida, en es' edd
que tengo yo, Se trabaujaba,
Ud ganabua poco, paro 'taba
té' abundante,

Pecro las cosus eran baratus,
Ud, iba @ una fonda 4' esus
y sc comfa 10¢ de comida, y
le daban un plato de moro
con dos o tres pcdazou de
carne, y dos p“dd&O‘ dc
plitanos, y s2 scntia sati
fecho, con 10¢, je je je

Como le digo, de loj momnen-
to! maj wlegre' que ‘'tuve,..
eso' tres aho' que 'tuve ahi

rice was chzaper, food was
cheaper, when we used to
carn 18¢ - a millar you could
eat well,

hs a matter of fact there
was only onc good timz here,
That was when meat was 18¢
and casave was 2¢, AncC thezre
was food,,.you'd comec to my
placc: "1 cane to buy 20¢
worth of plantains," Viell
you hadda bring along &
burro, "Sure, help yourcelf,
take as many as you want,"
You tried stuffing them in
but you couldn't,,,.you hudda
say "whoa, that's cnouzh,"
That was the only tim=z that
you had fun hore, A pound of
meat cost 20¢, Beans were
for two cents and thrce,
Corn, threce cents, Thot

was the time when life was
rest, in my whole life,

You worked, you didn't make
much, but evorvthlng was

abunucm Cog, 56

But things wecre cheap, You
went to one of those stands
and bought 10y worth of food,
and they gavc you a pluate of
ricce and bezns with two or
thrce chunks of meat and
two picces of plantain, and
you went away filled, witg7
only tcn cents, lch hah,

Like I say, the happicst mo-
nents I've had were those
threce yecars that I was there



2n Santiago con mi schora in Santiago with my wife

Yy ml tre! h111to gue tgngo.. and the thrcece c¢hildren I havesee
tenia, que ni' md' tenfamo! had, wo only had three at

tre! cuanuo eso, Porguz allf! that time, I lived there in

yo vivia en santiago, yo Santiago, worked all wezek

pasaba la sonana tralljango, looking forviard to the af-
pensando cn la turoe, salia ternoons,..vent directly

del trakajo pa' mi casu, home after finishing work,
Eh, muchaj vece' 1' invita- A lot of times 1'é invite my
b!' & ella: "Vamo! ir ai wife:"Let's go to the show,"
teatro." Que mucha' vece! - A lot of times it was &

la cue'tidn era de ...la matter of,..visiting relatives,
VlSltd de la familia, we were all,.we all lived

qu' cramo' tO'..VLV{dNO' there, We often had a good
todo' ahf., lio' aittrafamo! time in the thoaters that
mucha ' vccc' en cl teatro, are there, One afternoon...
que hav ahf. Una taide,.. we uscd to go on Sundays to
no! 1bnno' ei domingo ahi our relatives! place, spent
dornd= nuc'tra familia, pa- the afternoon togcther,

sabun la taide junto' Y, in short, doing everything...
asy en fln'hacmcndo de to, visiting cach 8 her, visi-
eesV Visitandono', y vigi- ting fricnag.

tando los amigo’,

Ante!' cra mnjor gue whoru, Things used to bz hottor,

Porcu,...fuo lo qu=2 le gijc.. Bzcuuse, (like I said bzfore..

quec uno antec,.yo no tenid You used to be able,..I céidn't

familia, y que si uno cchc- have a family, and if you

ba dic!'! peso' en ei bols put ten bucks in your pocik-

llo, puccc..sabfa que era ct, well you knzow it wus

dz uno., Y no tcnie que yours, A&And you didn't have

nirai noda atruu;, porque to vorry about anything

ya uno _no tenia un hu;o, elsc, bzcause you didn't have

no tenia una mujei. Si,. a son5 you didn't have a
wife,

Life in la Loma is sccn as bad bzcause all of these
clecments arc missing. Today cverything is exponsive;
the food provided in the company storc is monotonous
and the dict is th2 smac from day to day; most of thom
feel “"burdencd" with large families; there is no chance
to enjoy oncscli after work,

Most of thz ccmpluints are in fact truo, Price
arc higher than before, local food is extremely mono-

tonous; since thore is no clectricity in la Loma,
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there are no refrigcrators; no vegctables are available;
tha company store providzs neither fresh mil)i nor

fresh mcat; they must bz bought locally, &and with the
system of payments the way it is, they rarely have money
for mcat or milk, Almost &ll have wives and children:
the sizc of the families varies greatly; but a family
itseclf is scen by many of the workers #s a burdcn, and
many of their compleints contuin elements of “"life would
be betber if I had no family." As far as recrcation gocs,
there is little available, The pool-hall and occasional
baschall games provide the main diversions, But most
nights after sunsat the sawmill is quité d=ad,

Thus in gencral the workers feel discontenﬁ. Pre-
sent life is seen as unpleasant; things in general were
betiier in the past, Who or what is to blame for thg
downhill plunge life has taken? 'Nonelof the workers
turn to a "Prophucy" as the cause: it's the "rich bosscs®
who are to blame, Is life costlier? 1It's bzcause the
rich hava raised the price of everything, Is money scarce?
The Compuny has sot uvp a system of vales, credit cslips,
whereby tly: workers rarely sece cash and are as often as
not in debt to the Company. Recr~ation? The Company
refuses to help tham get access to the outside world,
The workers know that life in the Sierra is bound to
b2 monotonous and no complaints were voiced that the Com-
pany huadn't turncd thz sawmill into a pleuasurec-park,

lihat was complaincd about was thz fact that thz Company



wouldn't allow the truck to tale th: workers down into
the surrounding towns, whore at least on occasion thoy
could enjoy some of the commoditices thzy had come to

desire,

Compzring the serranos and the workors, it as clear
€hat both groups are dissatisficd with thezir prescnt
lot, both groups look back to happicr times, But as
might have beoen expected, the elements involved are Gif-—
ferent for the two groups, In cxpressing thoir felt needs
each group is rewvealing quite different notions of what
the good life consists of, The serrano's Gesires lie
-basically on his conuco:; he most fecls the lack of rain
for his land, scarcity of livestock, inability to look for
new land., He dozs not mention money too rr-guently, nor the
lack of diversion, nor tha monotony of theo dict,. Tha
‘worker on the other hand is botherld) by all thcse elements,

Each hés different views of thair pust and different
complaints about thoir present, But both groups blame
life's decline on what they sce as purposaful eselfish
malevolence on the part of certain p2rsons more powerful
than they. And a later. chapter will show how both groups
see hopcs for &n upsurge only if a protective hand reachos

down from above and protects thcain from these malefactors,

At the end of. the last chapter, the intergroup dif-
ferences were tentatively linked with the different economic

situations of tha two groups, the workors purticirating in
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a modern system and displayinyg in their self-imagz certain
elemen~s thiat characterize porticipunts in & modern
system, Likewise with reference to the intergroup diffe-~
fences in their compurison of the puast to the present,
the vorkers emphasize clements which are characteris-
tically important to participants in a modcrn system:
moncy and diversions which only money carn buy. The ser-
ranos on the other hand are psychologzically, as well as
physically, still living in the sicrra, Their hearts are
set on their conucos: tlicy would bz happy if they could
return to the frecedom and abundance (both in agriculture
and animals) of the da?s of yore. From the in;ernal,

as well as from the external, point of viecw, the serra-

nos and the workers arc living in different ages,



