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Vi.

PUEBIO VS,

CALFO

The intcergroup diffcerences discussed in the

-.-r-L

chapter also come out in those sections of the protocols

whzre the respondents compare

life in the pueblo with

1ifc in the campo, As might k2 expected, the serranos

prefer the latter, the workers the former,

The rea-

sons given by cach group for its choice cast light on

tha Giffersnces in the frame of reference

by which cach

roup evaluutecs its present life and cntertains hop:=
g P

for the future,

The following cam> from & scrrano:

La vida Gei cgmpo e! m;gor.
(Porqub?) adid, porgue la
vidu dei cempo e' mia' tran-
quila, sfii...cn ci purblo,
en ci pueblo nada mas se
vive 'tudiando yu, oigua, ya
en ci puahlo se vive 'tudiun-
do pur' enriquccer, otro!
e'tudian para tumhai ei go-
bierno, otro' e¢'tudian pa-
ra ir pa' Nueva York, Y no-
sotro! lo' camposino'...né-~
da m3' p' hallaino' tranqui-
lo*. Entonce' la vida Ged
campo, . .que nosotro' saiga-
mo' por ahi y vecamo' unu ga-
llina.,.veano!,,hallamo!
lo' hucvo',.ho' hallemo'
bien, La vidu dei campo ¢!
me jor...halluando protegimien=-
to, como uno prouﬁgﬁisc.
E! mcjor la vida d2oi cumpo
que la dei pucblo.

The tranquility of the c

a sharp and pleasant contrast

tation that thz campesino bezlieves

of life in th2 pucblo,

Life in thz campo
yes, (Why?) vell,
life in the campo is mor:
trainguil, Ycs,..in th2 puceblo
you're always maxing plans,
lik¢, in thz puzblo you

live making plans to gct
rich, others make plans to

overthrow ths governmant,

others make pléns to go to
New York, But we campesinoS...
all we want is to stay tran-
quil, Another thing about
life in the campo: wc walk
out our front door and wo
sce & hen,..we se,.we find
the ¢3gs,...and we're content,
Life in the campo is bettcer,
you find morc ways to stay
alive, Life in the camnpo is
batter than life in the
pucblo,

umpo 1s secn as presanting

to the "plotting" and agi-

is an essential part

thit most disturbs him about the
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lifc of -the puchlo? There pecople just plot to get

rich; not so in tha campo, Thore p-ople plot to ovoer-
throw Balaguar; a strong contrast to the loyalty to
the Jefe found in La Loma, Thez serrano views with
anxiety tho dog-cat-dog helter skcelter struggle that
scems to characterize the quest for money;.hc fears the
ominous anti-government rumblings that seem to originate
in the crowdcd,noisy barrios a the puzblo, On cxami-
nation thz2se two images can be seen as threatening bee
cause thuy arc direcct challenges to two of thz values
that secm most precious to the scrranc, First, it is

61

"wrong" to act solely por interds, In the sierra,

as has bzcn seen, money is sought saomewvhat apolozetically,
though it is sought; but the secrrano never makes f;ag-
rant wholchcarted committment to the quest for money as
the prime goal in life, Sccondly the serrano values
obadicnce to authority. "Yo soy, sigo, y seré dei go=-
bierno, dei que 'tdé y dei que venga,.""I'm a follower of
the government, the one that's here now and wvhatever one
comes @lony," This was frcgquently affirmed, This might
be considnred thz motto of the scrrano; it is no wonder
he fears the puedblo, whore the opposite motto secms to
£ill the air: "Arajo el gobicrno! abajo cl que subel"
" "Down with the government! Down with whoavor risesi®

But sonz scrrano fears of the puzblo are quite
concrate and practical, Without moncy one starves in

th2 pucblo; in the cumpo, onc can-always "hallar
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protegimiento," "find protection,” And in thz puebdblo,

the people arc seon ds

on the other hand,

smurt,

seces himsclf as stupid,

coucatced; thoe sezrrenc,

Ywith

closed eyes," such fears rcecur throughout the scrrano

protocols with little variation.

En ei campo ei probz,..ci
campo..vivc..se deficnde
jor, Pero en ci puchblo, si
vd, ticne conque decfenderse,
lleva su vida mejoi que cen
ei campo, Ei campo e' par'
ei probe,

En ei campo no hay ninguna
exigencia, Nooo, porqgue voea,
Ud, vamo supon2i,..nosotro!
en ei cumpo nadie compri,..
se ocup1 dc comprai Canon
pa coc;nal. Pa' qu La
lena ahf{? Nadic ha comprado.
la carnc..si Ud, la quicre
comprai., Pero si Ud, tienc
su pollito que lo ha criado,

me-= .

In the campo the poor man,.
the campo, .lives,.gets by
better, bBut in thz pucsblo,
if you have the whercewithal,
you live a better life than
in th2 campo, The campo is
for the poor man,62

There's nzver any nsca in
thz coampo, no, 3zcausce look,
let's supposc,...heore in the
canpo nobody buys...worrics
about buying charcoil to
cook with, What do you think
all that firewood is laying
around for? kobody buys it,
Meat,..if you wint to, you
can bay it, But if you've

la mujcr mata ei pollo, Bueno,raiscd a chicken, your

Y e' md, con cuulqu;el co-
sita ud, pas' ci dfa en ci
campo, ud. sab'. la vida
O“l canpo ¢! nma't,.e vaOi,
si. En e¢i pucblo hay ma
exigencia,

Running through this is the theme: don

wife can kill the chicken,

sure, and besidcs, you can
eat any little thing and
get through the day in the:
campo, Lifec in the campo is

atter,.yes, it's botter,
In the puzblo demands are
greater,

't count on money,

keep animals and a conuco; which was secn to bz one of

the diffcrences boatween the serrano and the worker,

The following is

e N

Me gu'ta ma ei campo, Por-
gue en ci campo crnu va, ei
pollo, cria td, té', puade
trabajai, En ci puublo tic=-
ne quz comprei paicela, o
aiquilai, pa' podei vivit,
Y en ei campo no, En ei
campo cria Ud,, onde no

in the same vein,

I like the campo better, Be-
cause in the campo, you can
raisce your chicken, you can
raise everything, you can
farm, In thz pucblo you have
to buy a plot, or rent onz,
to utuy alive, Lot in the
campo, In the campo you can
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huija mucha gente, cria ga-
llinu, cria Go £6', Trako-
ja sus horas, ¥ cn ci pucb-
1o no. En ci pueblo si U4,
no tiene paiccla, tie que
vivir a' e'clavo, Ei d{a
trahajdnoo pa' la nochc
taivd COm”l y ccnai, Si,
La vida d2i pucblo c¢' bue
na, pzro e¢' pai quc t;cqo
cuuito'. si; ei que no tie-
ne cuaito' pusa trddeO. Y
que micntra uno '+& en sa-
lu‘ consigue ci pan; p2ro
si cayo enfecimno, sin tcnel
un c¢entavo, y no ticne cu'*n
se ducla por uno, s¢ «calko,
Y cn c¢i campo no, En ci cam-
po'c' lz goente, que §§...
pue scr, cn comparacion, que
yo no tenga familie aqua,
y ca ico mal, L& gente me
ve dqu1, empiczan a cuiduime
de lo' primero’! afa*, pero
viayase a un pucblo onde no
lo ¢onocen, y calga mily
alla lo hallan mueito,
For la c¢8dule saleréan de
ond! era, y si c' hombrc
o mujcr, jo jc. nsi mi'mo,

There arc many intercsting attitudes that

the lincce
in the pucblo you'rc o
as slavery:
cates thot attiachmnent to the

prevantive: i.e. to ward off

attach2& to thz conuco,
and cducated in the
tha

Gicmal than that ol

in thz akove segment,
SlavVi,eo"

conuco work is scren s frecdom,

is available, On the contrary thoere is

serrano,

raise, whcre there aren't
rany pzoplc, you can raisc
hens, raiss everything, and
wor). your own hours, Kot in
the puzblo, In the pucblo if
you don't huve a parcela,

you huve to live like & slave.
You have to work all dey so
you can maybe dinc or sup at
night, Yes, Llfe in the pucblo
is good, but it's for the

"man who's got monecy, Yes;

if you don't have mon2y, you
have a real hard timz, Anc

as long as your hzsalth

holds out, you can gct brCﬁd-
but if you get sick and don't
have a panny, @nd you con't
have anybody to take pity

on you, you'vc had it, kot

so in the cumpo, Feople in
the campo,.for c>amp1,..let}s
say I don't have relatives
herce and I get sick, Pcople
who see mz hare bagin to
take caie of me from tho
first day. But go to a pueblo
where nobody knows you and
get sick there; they'll find
your body. And only by your
I.D, card will they Know
where you came from anc if
you were a man or a woman,

ha ha, That's exactly how

it is,

are bztween

“You work vour own hours;

He
(0]

Factory worxk scon

This indi-

conuco isn't entirely

starvation when no money

positive affect

thareas for & person raised

city, fewer life-styles seem more

for the scrrano himsclf



there is freedom and sccurity @t the samc time in the

D;

conuco.. L)l thuat is reguired is frocdom from the moncy
motivz, which plaguss the people in the puchlo, Theo
above segmont also reveals & neced for primary rela-
tionships and a fcar of bzing among people but not
interacting with thom, Such segmants reveal the ele-
ments in campo life which th° scrranos value, by fun-
tasies of the lack of these elements when tha scrrano
thinks of tli» puzblo, |

(A Ud, le gustarfe vivir con (Would you rathoer live with

muchos cuzrtos en el puzblo a lot of moncy in th2 puablo
©0 con mucha tranguilidad en or tranguilly in the campo?)

el campo?) 137 vale vivir o It's bstter to live tranquil,
tranquilo, arrancuao, cn ei though flat broke, in thz
campo, y no con mucho cuai- campo, rather than with a
to' en ei pucblo, que lo lot of money in the pueblo,
sepa la gonte, Porgque asi If pceople there know you'vs
no amancce en e'tos ano!, got moncy, you won't live
Quc anochzcee uno aco'tao, till morning in thesz times,
Yy no amianece, ci que sabon You go to bed at night and
gue tiene cuaito!, you ncv"r wakz up, if thoey
know you've got noney,
Hay muchz goente bucna en There are a lot of good peo=-
¢i pueblo. Pero datpul, vd, ple in the pueblo, But then
sab2 gue la tiguereriw, cs again you know that & lot
cn lo' pucblo' qua '”l'tu of thugs are in the pushlo,
ahi o' que si'tc Ja tiguo- That's whare «ll the hoodlwas
rerfa, En lo' campo' no are, There's none of that
051'tc Cso, Ou\ u¢.,, ve Ud, in tho campo, Take yourself
dqul, uag, pu» andéai por ondec right hecre; you can roam
le 8¢ la gana, Ud, pus’ wharcver you fezl like it,
aco'tarse ondz le 45 gana, You cun go to sleep whorever
No; pieda cuideo, Picda you feoel like it and cdon't
cuiduo, Lo mzno! en etta have to vworry. You don't have
regione!', to worrgé at dcast in this
region,

In short thz: pusrblo symbolizes a throcat to many of
the values vhich the sorranos are most attached to,
But thoere arce many instances on the protocols wheore

tho serranos talk of life in thoe pudblo as though it wcre



supcerior to life in the campo, There is
Life in th2 pucblo ic hostile,

but at the same time it is for morce intelligent

it provides

“for the person who can suing it,"

campo, 67

The following campesino was tho

ambivalcnce,
selfish, threatening---

aople,

a batter way of life "pur'! ei quo puodu,

tre life in the

one who

was afraid thecy would f£ind him dcad in bzd in the

puchlo.

Ay no no no, uUd, vive en ci

pueblo y vive diferente,..si

tiene unz inteligencia Gc
que vivi', Y si..si sec va
con cua 1Lo'
no tenga intelige nc;a, y

-saba tasai lo! cuzito’, du-
ra mucho tiempo, Alld con un

chin qu: uno cwac, tiene
el ctowmugo y ¢l cuzipo bicn
puc'to, Y acu{ el sY, el .
e'tdnago vacfo, Porque aguf
lo qu2o se come e!' basura,
Porgua lo' prob:z! Jop—
basura porque no aicanzamo!
comei lo quo,.,.ei qua pucde

. &
tumbicn, aunguz

Ah no no no, If you 1live

in the pueblo, you livc

a diffcrent kind of lifeo,
if you have intelligence

to live by, And if,,.if you
go with money, you also
get by, even though you
have no moncy, if you know
how to budget your monoy,
You can last & long time
there, And there with any
little bit yocu cut, your
stomach and boﬂy fcol well,
And hore,,.you've got an
aapty stomach, Eccause hore
the food is cguarbogz, Be-

comai buono...dicanzano' comeicausc we poor pzople eat

lo quc Did' no A&, Y ci quc
v1vc e¢n e¢i pueblo, por cso
e! gu: vive goido, por lo
que come, comida bucna,

garbuagse DoCRULSC ,,..WCE Dover
get to cuat,,.if ycu can cat
vell,,whit we get to cat
is what God gives us, But
the
blo...Lhth.o w}"{ h o f‘L,
because of what he ecatse he
cats well,

The amkivzlencees comzs out cleurly, Is this man contradic-

ting what heo said ba2forc?

he is speaking from within a different frame
When he euvlogivez the cempo, tha
are the

borlincss,

By nho maeans

cte, Whap he praiscs the pueblo,

In cach case
of refcrencco,

valucs that are engaged

traditional sarrano values of tranguility, ncigh-

he hoa on

man who lives 1n tho puc-
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his mind othor "values": live by intclligence rathoer

than by brutec labor, have moncy, ecat fancy focd, Thic

is a way of life that the

serruano in the

Dominican

Republic knows exists, and he knows that thz peoplc

who live it consider thcomscelves supcrior

to him, and

to a certain degrec and in certain situations eccepts

their cvaluation, The occasional longing glanc:: that

he casts towards the pucklo revcals this
69

arout which Redficld writes,

How do2s thz2 scerrano deal with the

Most of the onzs interviewed werc midcle aged

ambivulence,

ambivalence?

to old,

and the ambivaelence was not much of a problem in this

arca, The valucs in this "pucbhlo" way of 1life

alicn to the scerrano's concept of himsclf and

are so

his life

possibilities that no strong aspirations arc raised and

no real) frustration comcs from this quorter, If given

the choice, he'd take the sicrra any day.

ot so ths workers, They have very different notiens

of what the good lite consists of,

Me gu'ty nd'ei pucblo, For-
que en ¢i pueblo Ud, trabi-
Ja..esi qguiecre tomur un ho-
lao, guicre tomar repollo,
ei guiere comer comida fing,
la comz, Pcro en ei cawmpo,
uno 'td fajao trabajando...
vea nogsotro' 'tamo fujao ahi
tral:s jendo, y no podumo!
comer repollo, no no' pedo!
tomaai un helado, porgqu2 no
lo hay. Pero en ei puchlo,
ud, acaka dz trabajoi a su
hora, cambia dz2 ropa, s
bafia, cc va y se sienta ahf

e ™
B

1 likxe the pucblo mcre,
cause in the puzblo you
WOork,.oif you wunt to cut some
ice cream, if you vant to

cut cabbige, if you want to
eat finz food, you eat it,

But in the campo you're

alvays breaking your kacK,..
look how we're alwsys killing
oursclves here, and woe can't
eat cabbuge, we can't have

an jce-crcam, bocause thore

is nonc, But in the pucklo,
you finish work at @ certain
tirwe, you chinge your clothes,
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&n un palqup.. )5a~ un
Country Club uhl..ocm,
una CC‘V;Cltd frie pu’!
bzxirmela,." sentuo en
ei paique dh' E' una
vida muy cdmeda,

Y & laj vej dc que alld

ei medio dz2 vida en Santi-
ago, o ¢n lo! pueblo' c!
un medio de vida mejor

que en el campo, (En qud
sentido?) hl sentido e
porque dlll 10 que ud,
desca si e'td en condici-
one' de Ud, conprarlo, pue
ud, lo compra, Ud, satis-
face su e'to,.su estu,,

su upostlto. Lo cuui queo
qul cen el ,C4mpo no, Por c-
jemplo allf{ en et pueblo Ud,
desca y dice, "Buzno, yo voy
a variar la C0m10d." Le dice
a su scnora- "Wete alld ai
mercado, comnratc un pollo,"
Cuando no quiere pollo, di-
ce: "Bu“no, no vamnos a comer
carne, ni r;bichuelu, ni
arrd', ni nada A' eso, Vamo!
hacci un' ensalada," Con un'

vee et the samc time the

you tuke a shower, you go

and you sit down there in the
park,., "Let me have @ Country
Club (soft drink) therc.,..I'll
have a cold bzer to drinl,."
sitting there in thoe purk,
It's a very comfortuble
life,70

stund-
ard of living in Santiugo,
or in thc pueblos, is bztter
than in the campos, (In what
scnse?) In the scns2 that
because thare, whatever you
want, if you have moncy to
buy it, well you buy it, You
satisfy your app,.eppit..
appatite, Fot here in the
campo, For cxample therc in
the pucblo, ycu get thoe
urge and you say: "“well,
guess 1'11 vary my food,
You tell your wife: "Go to
the market, buy a chicken,”
When you don't want chicken,
you say: "ucll, wc're‘not
going to eat mweat or bean
or: rlc“ or anything like thuu,
let'!s rake a salud," And you
nake a salud of, ,tomitos,
molondroncs, lettuce, cabbage

ensalaca de tomute, de,.molon-carrots, spinach,,.,.and that

dronz', lechugo, repollo,
ca.aﬁuhu.l.lu, a' ¢ ‘pinaca, y
as{ en fin uno ve ahf, ror
ese motivo yo digo gu2 la
vida dei pueblo e' mejor
que la dei campo,

gives you an idea,, That's
vwhy £ think lifec in the
pueblo is better than life

- in the campo,’1

For the worker thz campo holds nonz of attraction

that it holds for thz serrano,

For the.workar it is drab

and monotonous, Thz pucblo is modern, comfrotuable,

full of diversions

and good food, Chviously the workcers

arc cvaluating the pueblo in terms of a different frame

of reference from the one - thz serranos use, Divirsions,

refreshments, clean clothes afiter work, Whut the workers
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find rewarding is quite different from what the serra-
‘nos find rewarcéing, Whut is at the root of the diffcrence in
attitudes? Committment to two different life-styles, each
permcated with diffcrent values, The system in which

the serranos live dcpénds heavily on tranquility, neigh-
borliness, sukmission to authority; that of th2 workcr
depends on moncy and committment to the goods that money
can buy., Each svstem shapes in its membars characteristic
nceds and goals; evaluation of puchlo vs, campo takes
place on the basis of the satisfaction of, or threat

to, thc needs of each group found in the pucblo &nd
campo. In this light the serranos cling to the sierraj;
the workers look with nostalgia toward the town; And

oncec again asynchronism is scen in 1a Loma: the cosxis-

tence, sidc by side, of non-contemporancous systems,
due to the haad start which onz of the groups has in

becoming involved in a modern system,



