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ix., Joaoufl BAIASUER

he actual interviewing did not begin until I had
been in the community for approximately a month, During
this month, throuyh informzl conversazions, it was pos-
sible to begin constructing the irterview itself, as it
becume c¢lear whiat were the relevant arcis to probc in
trying to dctermine what wes the perception of and reaction
to the crisis on th2 part of the pzsople of la Loz,

The govarnmznt was & central area in their thinking; it

came out in almost every conversation, automatically,

So many of the hopzs and aspirations of the pzople of

la Loma were ticd up with the govaernment of Joaqu{n Fala=—
guer thazt this becamz one of the -ost important areas in
the intervicws,

But an ifitial qucstion must be posed: is it realistic
to expect honesty about feelings toward thz government
on the part of pecople who for more than threc decades
lived undcer a governmant which severely punishzd criticisms?
Espocially when talking to a foreigner? This is & wvery im-
portant mzthodolojyical gquostion, Two obicrvations com2
to mind,

During the government of the Triumvirate (4t which
tim: I was @ reucc Corps Volunteer living in tho campo),
after Juan Bosch had bzen ousted, criticism against thoe
government was very strong, Trujillo's death secmed to
looz::n th? tonguz of the cntire country, rural as well

as urbun,
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Secondly it is said that Balaguer was "elected by
the campesinos," The electoral figures would show almost
'complete pro-Balaguer votes in the rural areas of the
entire country, But what 1s significant here is that
the campesines were aware of the role they had playcad
in electing Balagquer, Their attitudes toward him might
thus be expceted to be genuinely positive, The data col-
lected in this study indicate that this is true to an
extreme degrece, If feclings were negative but dangarous
to express, one would «Xpect commznts such as "Well, I
don't know much about politics," Or "I'm just a bruto,

I really can't say too much about thz government," One
would hardly expect the eulogies that @ppcar in the pro-
tocols,

Thus it is fairly evident that their pro-Balagucr
feelings werc genuinc; and there is no reoazson to be afraid
of expressing such feclings, especially when nearly the
entirc comamunity voted for thz person in office, hence
whét they say can be trecated &s a valid reflcction of thair
feelings and expectations,

The esegmznts of the protocols dealing with the gov-
ernment were difficult to subcategorize into different
scctions; because feelings toward the government are so
strong, cach scntence often contains more than one &ttitu-
de and there is much excited jumping back and forth from '
from one government-related topic to another, Thus it is
more convenient to summarize beforohand what the proto-

cols revecal of the boliefs and thz feelings of the poople
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of La loma with respact to tha govzrnment,

First: the serrunos,

1, Intercst in politics, The people of La Loma, it
has already bzen pointed out, are aware of, and intercsted
in, the happenings of th2 nation as a whole, Thzy vicw

themeelves as dominicanos as well as serranos, There

is none of the indifference to naztional politics which
would be characteristic of, say, an indigcnous village
in some South American country, marginal cultuvrally to
the nation as a whole,

But this political orientation takes the form of
caudillismo, strong personal attacha:nt to & leader whose
sway is exerted mor2 from charismatic appcal.than by
committment to legal institutions, 1n ths Dominijicun
Republic, @s wes mentioned, the caudillo is & national
figure; thorc is no evidence in Lz Loma of any local
figures who evole feclings of loyilty from the people,
Attuchments arc directly to cl Jcfc,

2. Identification with Bala~ucr, The serranos foel

that salaguer is their man, They believe that it wes
the campesino vots that put Balaguer into office, &nd
frequently quotc Balaguer's public allusions to this fact.
For them this is proof positive that Balaguer is going
to bastow special favors on the campzsinos,
liorcover they attribute to Balaguer muny of th=-
same gualities which thoy attribute to themsclves as
HY group,104 notably that of kzing projimists, one of tho

"
supreme sScrrano virtucs.lOJ "He is one of us; hu's on
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our side," When one remembers their conviction that the
‘hardships of their life are in large part due to the mali-
cious sclfishness of outsiders more_powcrful than them-
selves, one can imagine thez satisfying emotionazl signifi-
cance of this supposed tie with Balaguer and the aspira-
tions to which this tie will give birth--and the vigor
with which this bealicf will be.dcfendcd aguinst contrary
information,

3, Claims to Baluaguosr's attention, They have very

strong expectations that Balaguer should and will turn
his guze to them, There 1s a Gual busis for this hop:z.
As mantioned above they worked for. Balaguer during the
campaign; thoy turncd out in large numbers to vote for
him; they praise his name frequently; they reverence him
and his picture ",..como un santo en ei aitai, " like a
statuc on the altar, as onc man put it, This type of
behavior toward @ jefe on their part is supposed to b2
reciprocated by the jefe in the form of pgrsonal atten-
tion to their plight and persenul favors, handed honovo-
lently down frca above, Thare arc two rolzs here, cach
with its sot of normss if followcd, thesc norms oblige
rcciprocation by adequate bohavior on the part of the
other, |

An apparcntly independent basis of expecting favors
from Balaguer is the fact that they are poor and suffering.
and ha is rich and powerful,., Scveral scgments of the
protocols indicete that this busis of claim prescinds
from the mutual rolé fulfillment mentioned above, Anvbody

that is rich, “quec tiene fuerza," (who has strength), should
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automatically desire to help somebody who is poorer, This
.is very consistent with the valuc placcd on being proji-
:giggg, sympathetic and, 1if possible, gcnerous; and pzr-=
haps this partially explains why they are so convinced

that Balaguer is projimista. They can feecl more assurcd

of his forthcoming help by attributing to him traits
which would evoke from him an immediate sympathetic and
genzrous response to their plight ",..if he only*knew
about it,"

4, Mechaonisms for Communication, Obviously Balu-

guer can't know them all personally, But what thay cx-
pect from him is individual attention to their own situ-
ation, How is this to bz brought about?

There was a typ> of ritual establishad during Tru-
jillo's time, The Benefactor de la Patria, Trujillo
himsclf, would on occasion go out to diffcrent parts
of thz island, The p:ople would line the roads and
strects end vic with cach othzr in shouting "iva el
Jefe! Vviva Trujillo!"™ Trujillo would make a spcech; dis-
tinguish2d mcmkers of the community would muke speeches,
And bzfora lcaving Trujillo would ask th2 people if thore
was anytbing the community neceded, 1t was then up to the
community lcaders to mention some of the morc pressing
wants of the pcople, This was the cantral momant of
meuningful contact ba2tween Jefe and followers; having
showered him with their "viva's" their nceds ware boing

106

laid out bafore him, This making known of nocads was

once of the coentral tasks of local lcaders, The official
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'leader--in the case of La Loma, the alcalde--is strongly
expected to be eloguent in his presentation by the people
in the comnmunity, who view this as the one chance for
help from above,

This notion of "making known necds to the Jefe' ex-
plains many intecresting incidents that occurred during the
course of the study in lLa lLoma, Despite my protestations
to the contrary, pcople initially tended to categorize
me as sona sort of representative from the National Pualace,
scnt by Dalagucr to maks an gstudio of la Loma to find out
what the neceds were, Other Dominicans (from the pueblo)
had previously warned me that my prescnce in th2 community
would evoke suspicion from the closed serranos; whut was
evoked could more accurately be termed jubilation, On my
first day thezrce I was given a gquasi-military escort around
the villuge., The foreman in the sawmill sent the truck
on a sixty=kilomoter nocturnal trip to pick up & suitcasc
I hed left down in thic pueklo, Scrrincs cums riding in from
the distant hills to invite me to thuir houses, cager to
talk into thz now famous tape recorder, The wives and
daughters of the sawmill workers visited my house en massc
onc afternoon--a friendly gesture thut snacked, noncthe-
less, of a pilgrimage, Much of this was undoubtcdly &
manifestation of thz spontancous gonerosity for which the «
hills arc famouss but to bz rcalistic, much of it mast
be scon in the light of & mistaken bzlief that I was some-

how a link botween thom and the Jcfo.
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In short communiciation with the Jefe is supposed to
'takc place by means of middlemen, People expressed de-
sire to talk personally with Balagucr, but few enter-
tained any rcal aspirations along this line., 2But thore
were strorg expectations about the communication betucen
loaders and represzntatives; this vas the usual way to
bring the Jefe's attention down to the local community,

Letter writing is another method, but less frejucutly
cnploysd, In many pueblos there are men who sell theoir
services as scribes, composing floridG, poztic, and per-

sonzlly fluttering letters to various officiuls for any

request an jindividual may hav2, Cn onc occasion I w&as

sked by cempzsino to help him compose a letter to

o
Y

President Johnson of the U,S. requesting a truck, (I
dissuaded him from the venture,) The following is an
example of this attitude:

Entonce aquei apurao, que gui- And then that poor guy who

cre scnbraj su matica de yu- just wants to plant his yuca,,..
Cleeclo llevan & la jg'ticia, thay telie him to court, dos-

@ voiveilo nudue, teive muzrto troy him, mayks starve him

de 1' hambre, lc meten nuita to death, give him & fine of
d= ail, doce, y quince poso',  ten, twelve, and fifitcen

Y ¢i gue ticne la mancra que pesos, But whoozver can tra-

puzda caminai, pa pusai a val,..J0 to Santiago to scnd
Suntiigo & ponzi un tclcgga- a tclzgram to tha Jcfc,..
ma ai jefe,..02¢ lo quc"ta telling what's going oOn...
pasando, no lec hacen ha, ah thoy don't do anything to

N ¢ ' ' 2 [d -,‘__f o . - 1 e . N
no, asi ¢' que 'ta 'qui, Asi him, Neope; that's the way it
‘e! que ta, is here, Thzt's the way it

15.107

In both casecs, informing through representatives and .

thao

ct

letter writing, tha undorlying assumption is tha
presence of need is suificient motive to evoke pity and

help from somcon: above, And the possibilitics of rCCuiVin?
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help are greatly enhanced--or thought to bes so-#if

personal flattery is also included in the petition,

5, Conflictiny norms,

There is & curious

contra-

diction of "rules" involved in the behavior describzd

above, Personal praise

-=2nd votecs--from somecone bclow

are expected to result in an appropriate responsc from

the authority above,

that "one should not act with..

por interds, for selfish rcasons,"108

political bzhazvior as well; one's devotion to

should not bz for reusons of personal gain.

At the same time there is the norm

‘reference to anothezr

This plics to
Baluguer

This contra-

diction comes out in an obvious fashion on several proto-

cols. Thz usuzl solution is to say "I worked for

our of patriotism (and/or love), But at the same

etce,"

To'! eci
mitta,

mundo aqui e! rRefoi-
Porque ¢l amci e' Bala-
guer, Ese e! ei Jefe de aqua,
esc e} ei jcfc de aquf, por-
quc ¢ poi @moi, Pero tamblin,
Bulequor cuendo vino, auce

fu' ci primei di'curso en la
Vega, dijo quo si gunabd la
clceiona!, le du,jUrulld lo
que cada cuzl poscia., Y to'! ei
mundo se¢ lunzd conmigo basado
4 CSO4ee

Y no!' di! pus;mo' a mataino
con la politica par' usontai
e'te, Porque yo le decfa a la
gente: "$i c'tc no,..si con
e'te no con igamo'! aigo, poi-
Gomo'! 1' e'poranza, Forque lo
que no quorc wo! e!' que agul
rei n" ci comuni'mo, Y sabi-
amo' que e'tc.,.con c'to no
dibu reinai ei comuni'mo, Y
cso &' lo quc cltemo'! tirando,

Dalagucr

tim2, ..

Evzrybody h=re is a4 Rcform—
ist (RPalaguer's party), be-
cause there is love for
Balaguer, But at the samz
tim2, whan Balagusr caml,..
in his first specech in la
Vega, . . he would give every-
onz right to whatever he
hud taken possission of,
And evaeron2 came in op our
side busod on this,,.109

And wc were willing to kill
ourselves with political cam-
paigning, to bring Balagu~r
into office, Because, I said
to poeoplc,
if we can't get anything from
this man, we might as well
give up hopZ.....bzcause we
don't want to sec comaunism
reigning here, And wa Knew
that this man,..with this

"If this man doegsn't,.
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Pero que ei tra,.digo,que man communism wouldn't reign,
no' diba ayudai... And that's what we're af-
ter, But at thes same time
he,..l mean, hc wus going
to help us, supposcdly,., WO

6. Specific Requests, The scerranos thus expeact smme-

thing from the Jefe, even though they arc his followers
only through love and psrsonal dedication, What is it
that they want Balaguer to do? Here something curious oc-
currs, Fach scrrano scems to have his own idea of whut
steps Balaguer should take, The uniformity present in
other Balaguer-relatcd attitudes contrasts greatly with
the diversity.in specific requests. It is as though
each serrano had personal plans for the Jefe, The re-
quests that eppezar most freqguently arc the following,

a, Remove the restrictions on making new conucosg,

They would like a return to the old freedom, This
is understandable in light of th2 fact that freedom
to clear new land once constituted an essential
part of their lives,

b, Give the farmers the right to chop down &and s2ll the
pines on ths conucos that they had possasscd for
many years, ‘Tho pine trecs, even on these old conu-
cos, arc untouchable, The Company c¢an no longer take
pines from enclosed conucos, but the farmers can't
touch the pines cither, What many farmers want is
th2 right to theose pinc trees, to sell the wood, Tho
land itsclf is by now virtually worthless as fur as
plnnting'goas.

c. Send in gifts of food and clothing, "The Amezricens

are scnding down tons of food, but none of it is
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reaching us poor." They believe alms are being sent
to the country in large quantitics from the United
States, but is being grabbed up by the rich in the
cities bafore reaching the poor. The anger at these
rich, and at the local politicians who are "closing
their cyes" to these goings-on, is very bitter and
frequently expressed with eloguence,

d, Set up & local industry wheore we can carn & few poesos
without having to leave the Siecrra and live in the
city., Th2y vant monecy, but they also wish to re-
tain the security of primary connections with their
land,

e. Some few roquested land in another part of the coun-
try, "p' afucra," outside of the Sierra, This re-
quest was largely an echo 10f th2 belief that Bala-
guer, through his agrarian reform program, is
supposedly going to empty th2a hills and give every-
body flat, irrigated land somavhere elsc, However
most of the serranos did not want to leave the
hills and expresscd rnany fears of what life woula

be like in another arce,

7. Damaging Information, When this study was being

made, Balagucr had been president for approximatecly a
year, And nothing hud bzen done cfor thz pcople of la «
Lomié, On the contrary, things were gettingy worse, Thz
sawmnill was to bz closced by the government @nd the forest

rangers werce gotting stricter in enforcing the law with
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regards to the farmers, Keeping in mind the high hopes
that everyone had placed in Balaguer, the enthusiasm with
which they helpced put him into office, the degree to which
they had made him their parsonal Jefe--almost to tha de-
gree of veneration; Keeping all thzse facts in mind along-
side of th: fact of conditions getting worse instczd of
better, one could have predicted scveral things.
i, Aggression born of the frustration of extremcly
high expectations.lll
ii, Cogritive dissonunce, when Balagucr's government,
to whom &. strong positive emotional catheoxis hid
bzen formed, instead of helping matters dccices to
forbid the very behavior that kceps the farmers alive,
a very nogative image for the serranos, 112
iii, Cognitive differentiation, The emotional ties to
Balaguer arc too strong to admit of wecakcning-—--one
of the possible results of dissonance, Likewisec, thz
prohibition to farm the hills is too scrious &
threat to thezir livelihood ever to b2 sccen és accep-
table, Thus no balance could cver b2 rcached be-
tweon these irrcconcilable facts. The other «l-
ternative, in the facc of dissonance, is differcn-
tiation.ll3 Tha dissonance would come from the
puiring of bslovzd Balaguer and hated "poople who
forbid us to farm hills," Though in reality they
are onc ond the sum: porson, thz unpleasant édisso=-
nancrs craatod by this fect might cause the farmers
to scparate thn two, establishing cognitively someonz

clse as the cause of "no more farming", This would
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permit retention of the positive ties to Balagucer and
at the same time provide a possible target for the
aggression gencratced by frustrated expectations,

These hypotheszs were not set wp beforehand, They
becamz possible only when anulysis of the protocols evealed
the depth of the furmers' cmotional committment to Eala-
Qucr. Frankly, the impression that I received while in
the conmunity wes that the respondents were exaggerating
their anger and plight to make & strong impression on the
visitor from outsidz, who they thought would then muke &
strong plca to Balaguer, This false impression on my
part stems from a failure to recognize tha'decp level
at which participation in a caudillo system cun opcrate,

It is much morc than flattering lip service paid to «
potentizl source of favors; it is, at least in la Loma,
a decp casting of onc's lot with an individual whom one
comes to regard almost as a father, This will b2com2 -
cvident in many segmonts of the protocols,

The hypotheses sct up above seem to £ind justifi-
cation in the data, offerring a consistent explanation for
much of what appcars in the protocols,

The prescnce of aggression among the farmers is undc=-
niable, It rarely surfaccs; the high value they have been
seen to place on tranguility and resignation makes hes-
tile bahavior quite unaccoptable, - But fights break out,
and usually have bloody ouvtconcs, After one of the sunday

hasclull gunss, she@oing broke out, & wook later « knife



-156-

fight broke out in El Manguito. ©On the surface the hill
dvwellers often fit the stercotype of ths huppy pcasuant
plodding along on his burro with & bunch of bananas for
sile in the markei, But bencath the surface, lLa Loma

is seething,

But the aggression comzs out verbully more than any
other way, Against whom? Never against Balaguer, though
it is frustrated expectations coaocerning him that are
perhaps the main cause of aggression; but this aygression
is alvays diverted, as will bz seen below,

As far as dissonance, its occurrencez can b2 inferred..
by the techniques which the farmers used to deal with it,
The farmers arc aware that promises have gonc unfulfilled,
and stated this on many occasions, ithat do thoy do with
this threcatening information?

Balaguer hasn't helped, Oh, but thut's becausce he
huasn't had time yet, This country was bankrupt when he
took over, Wo can't bz inpatient, Give him time;s h:'li
come through,

Balaguzr hzsn't help=d, Oh, but that's becausc ho
do2sn't know, robody has told him about tho situation here,
Thz peoplzs who work for him--"lo' regidore! que andan por
lo' monte'", government officials who travel around tha
monntains—--haventt been doing thzir job; they don't inform
the Jefe about thz miscry and hunger here, If he know,

he wouldn't waste a momont in helping out,

Over and over, with surprising unpromotcd requlurity,
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'
the serranos repeat these two beliefs, Balaguer hasn't had
time; he's a good man who found the country in disaster duc
to his cvil predecessors and hasn't yet had time to straigh-
ten things out, And Balaguar doesn't knows nobody tells

him what's going on in the campos; the misery and hunger;

the robbzry of American alms by the rich; thz unjust perse-
cution by the forest rangers, Balaguer dozsn't know all
these things arc going on,

so freguantly were these beliefs stated that one
suspects the serranos had a very spa2cial necd to convince
themsalves of these beliefs, Th2 freguzncey with which thoy
were asserted points to the freguency with which dana-
ging informztion which must b2 rcjected prescnted itself
to them, Time is-going by and still no help. The vehamence
with which the beliefs were asserted is parhaps & mzasurc
of thz intcensity of the committient of the scrranos to
Baluaguer and of ths magnitude of the personal thraat posad
by thz frightoening possibility that mayb2 ha's just ano-
ther tricky politician after all, This thought must un-
Coubtedly have crossed their minds; but it is a forbiddzn
thought; thz cnoergy they display in rejecting it is per-
haps testimony to the trigic implications it would hzve
for their whole schezm2 of things were it truc,

But the beliefs thut Balaguer hasn't had time and hasn't
any pzople to let him know what's going on can only scrve
to divert the aggression born of frustration, not to
stifle it. Thz2 aggrecssion scceiks another targgt: the forest

rangers, the instruments of enforcing the oppressive
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ley forestal, But to do this, the serranos necd first to

construct a belief system about the forest rangers that
Qould justify aggressjion toward them, need to attributc
to the forest rangers intentions that would warrant hatred
from thé farmers, These cognitive aduptutions are preciscly
what appecar on the protocols. The forest rangcrs are dealt
with somewhat as follows:

The forecst rangers eren't doing their job, What those
guys should bz doing--znd what Dr, Balagucr thinks thoy're

doing-=-is rcpoblando, replanting trees that have been cut

down, What are they doing? They're just attacking us poor,
helpless farmers, putting us in jail, giving us fines, and
collecting their monthly check, Why are they attacking?
Because they want to blame thz farmars for the harm

that has been done the pine forests, Has harm bzen done?
Yes:; but it's the sawmill Company that has bzen doing

thz harm, That's why the government is begiﬁning to crack
down-=bocause of what the suwmill company has kzon doing,
But the forest rangers are lying and telling Balaguer

that it's the farmers who are doing the harm, Why would
the forest rangers do that? Oh, for scveral rcasons,
They're afraid of the millionaires who run the lumber
company, they don't dafe tell Balagucr what's really going
on; since somzbody has to be blamzd for tho de'cumbre

(the stripping of the hills), they pick on us farmers, who
are poor and humble and can't dcfend ourselves, The forest

rangers are covards who arc afraid .of thz rich but pick on
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us, Besides, look at them; they're all young men who

don't have families, most of them, All they want to do is
“drink and run around and sqguander their monthly check,

No, even worse,they're evil, They want to turn us against
the government, Ahal! That's it. They want to turn us against
the government, Some of the pzople here are beginning to
get worrics about the government (not me, of course), but
it's because of the forest rangers, who are deliberately
trying to turn us against Balaguer, Now why would they

do that? They'rc communists! Balaguer is such a good,

genzrous, selfless man, & truc projimista who wants to

help this country and us here in la Loma; but he is sur-
rounded by communists in that forestry department who
want to overthrow him by turning us, his followers, against

him, They'rc the culprits: they're the enemies of Balaguer!

This fantastic bit of cognitive juggling is precisely
what appears to underlie many sections of the serrano
protocols, It scrves many functions, Asid2 from putting
sensc into a confusing situation, it provides justification,
and a target, for the aggrcssion that they fecl inzide
themselves as a result of so many frustratced expectations,
It allows thom to voice their rage and not violate theoir
self imuage as humble, obedicnt subjects-~for they are
now attacking the encmies of legitimate authority in-
stead of attacking authority itseli, which is strictly
forbiddcn,

Thus the forcst rangers arce painted as culprits, It
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should be noted that the beliefs that Balagucr hasn't

had time and docsn't know what's going on would suffice

to explain many things without an elaborate belicf sys-
tem about an evil, plotting forestry department, However
apart from the purely coznitive dissonunce generated by
thz parceptuzl union of YBalagucr' and "unfulfilled-pro-
mises-and-no-more~-farming," the strength of the expectations
which have bzen frustrated gencrates & rage thut sceks a
target &nd constructs an elaborate system of "communist
plots," of which the forest rangers are dupzs, witting

or unwitting, {Nonc of the forest rangers was directly
referred to by nam2 as a communist; but it vas whispered
that during the election, they had voted for Juan Bosch--

"ese amigo de Fidei Ca'tro," that buddy of Fidel Castro,)

The serranos also expressed hostility toward the local
politicians in Santiago Rodriguez, During the campaiogn,
the politicians had made many promiscs, nona of which
had ba2en kept, There were promises of personal intro-
ductions to Balagucr, of reducced prices for many things,
of a medical dispensary for the community, One of the
local women, who had campaigned hardest and opencd up
her housc as Party headquartars in E1 Eanguito, was told
she would b2 given & job in the dispensary as a cleaning
vwoman, with a monthly salury, Firmly bzliceving this
promise, the woman had gone into debt during the campaign,

spanding moncey to feed the many visitors thut cams through
p
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El Manguito during the campaign. But the woman was still
in debt, and the dispensary had not -been built, There
was much resentment against these politicians; not only
had they lett their promises unfilled, but they were not
even doing the onc job that authority was obligated to
do: tell the Jefe about the sad conditions in la Loma,
Therce was open hostility expressaod against these
men; and yet no hostility had been expressed against
Balaguar, the contrary being true, Falagucer was praiscd
and defended. This is a manifestation of a phcnomenon
that has already been alludzd to: the only caudillo for
the serrano of La Loma is the national caudillo, Bula-
gucr, &and thz perceptiveness they exhibited in regards
to the indifference and opportunism of the local poli-
ticians contrasted vividly to the naivete and defensive-
ness they displsycd concerning tho big Jefe--which lends
further strength to the assertion that their relation
to Bulaguer was onc of genuing attachment, and not mere

“opportunistic flattery, as cun so casily b2 the imprcssion,

The analysis that hus thus far been given throws
light on the political scctions of thz protocols, putting
ordcr into whuat often appoars to be rhetorical, illogical,

non-sequitur gibberish,
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some examples, The following are quotes about Bula-

guer:

Balaguei,.no tiene ambicidn., Balagucr doesn't have any

No @' un hombre egoista, E! sclfishness, rie's not a scl-
un hombre projimista,ud, ve, fish man at all, He's a man
Cuando, .cushdo Bulaguci,..it who'!s projimista, Just look:
nosotro! lo' cempesino', como Whon,.whin balagusr, We Ciipe-
é1 dijo quc 'taba tan dgrdd sinos, he said he wus very
cido de osotro! lo' campasino'grateful to vs campusinos, who
que ful UUlcn lo llevamo al were thz oncs who brought
podei, El..&1 dijo guc no! him into office, ke suid that
iba-der @ cudua uno,.le ibu he wis going to give to cach,,..
dui su titulo, su' planos du  going to give & dccd, . .pro-
propieds, parda guc fueran perty plans, so it would bc-
propia', Quc nosotro! lo! lonyg to us, Th.L wWC Cainpe-
Cumo"sino'..qun tenemo' esta 8inos,..wW2 campz2sinos who

ticrea trancoda, quo lu heino!  have bwilt a f£2nec around
poscido hace 40 o 50 afio quo this land and have had it
lo tengamo! trdDCuQO. Ya son for forty or fifty ycars,..

propiot',..podfan sei propio eessnOW it would bzlong to
dec nosotro, us, 114

Lo"individuo' gue 'tén The guys that arc all around
atra dei, eso' son lo' gquc him,..thosec arc the pzople

quicren e'plotai la Republica, that want to exploit th=

Ei mi'mo,..ei mi'mo gobierno Republic,. The governmant

quicre ayudu, itsclf,.the government it-
: self wants to help,115

That is: Balaguer is good, hz's projimista, why he

even said he would give us deeds to land we have possesscd,

(Thz dceds were desired in order to have a right to sell

tho pina trcees; agriculturally the deeds were meaningless, )

But so far, no deceds, Why? Thosc guys that are around hime-

it's their fault that h2 hasn't bcen able to help yet,
Another:

Y el campesino,,..nosotro! lo! And tho campzSino, ..W2e cam=

campesino' adoramo' Balague,, pesinos adore Balaguer,.like.,

como, .,COMO un santo en un ai- like a statuz on an altar..
tai,..L0 adorano' nog otro. Y that's how we adore him, And

echiai, ..y no' cchumo! mori',,. toO dic,.wo'lre willing to dic
pcro necce sitamo' que el c“ﬁﬁlﬁ for him, But we nced for him
e sCON nosotro .,u igo de lo to com: throuah,,.to cone

que no! promntlo, thxouuk for us,.with at least

thing of what he pro=-
mis d us, 115
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That is: personal devotion until death, This asser-

tion precedes the assertion that Balaguer should fill som2

of the promiscs, Similarly:

Se me jora la vida,.sicmpre que
no' lleven con la tranquili-
dd. Porquec cuando sea Bulu-
guei ei quc siempre sca el
jefe, como lo descamo! todo
lo canpﬂsinato..porquc c!' Bal-
agucr, Pecro ei campesino vi-
ve dfdyanzaoo,quc por eso

se 1algo to' ei mundo, aj éi-
curso de que le libc itaria

lo que cada cuai posn{d.

Likecwuise

(Descamos ), que le flrmaru a
cada cual lo que poeela Por-
que si uno tiﬂnc aié! pino'
pueda di'ponci c' cso dil
pino', Aquf no md' se alaba
Balaguci, poryuz lo e'toy di-
ciendo pa' que lo coja la gra-
badora, No ma' se alaba By~
laguc;. sf: porquc eso ful
ei prinﬁl di'curso, quz pro-
metid que si ganabu luj cle-~
ccione!', le libeit ria a cada
cuui lo que poscia,

Life will get batter, as

long as they leave us with
tranguility. Because if Bala-
guer remuins always a&s jefo,,.
that's what wc want, all the
campesinos,..Balagucr is our
man, But the campesino lives
with the hope--that's why
everyonc took part-~that
he'll give every man the
freedom to dispose of what

he possesses, (i.c. pines)il

We'd like him to sign over
to every man the right to
what he possesses, So that
if you have ten pinc trecs
you can usc thosc thoso
ten pines, Here we just
praisc Balaguer, and I'm
saying it so tho tape recor-
der will pick it up, We
just praisc Balagucr, Yep.
Becauso that was the first
spcechshe promisec, if he
won the elzctions, ha'd
frce what everyone poss-
csscd, 117

And now that Balaguer is in,the campesinos don't want

him out=-2vor,

Porquz2 Balaguzi ¢j ei quc
quercmo' para presidente sie-
mpre., Porqu= si vien2 otro ga-
fianu, vienz otro problema ma'
fucite, como U3, lo sabe, En

Because Ralaguer's th2 onc
wo always want for President,
Becausec 1f someone clsc comes
along tomorrou, there'll bz
an ¢ven worse problem, as

to' lo! paisz',.en to'! lo! pal_you KNnow...in any country..

sc, Porqu: cntorcz!' aquai
Lienzs (ve Cictui de otra mu-
NCra, ,d2 otra manori, Porque
cuando venga ya walzna, ,como
sc prescnta l lo' cuatro' aho!
paitido!, ahf ' qguc vicna el
d“”"LrG. Y cuando no mna' se

in any country, Becausz then
the other guy is going to
cormand in some other waYe.,
ir, som> other way, Eccausc
when tomorrow comes,..tho
way cvery four yecars thos:s
politicul partics pop up,
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s . @
camine por una sola dircccion,

"no pucde habei problema',,.no

puzde habei problema, Pero

cuando todo ei mundo: “iko; e!

fulano, e' fulano, e' fulano,"
nojotro no tencmo! nd que re-
culai, Se lo digamo, Porgque
esc ¢j el hombre digno,

that's what brings diczastzr,
cut 1if you Just kezp going in
onc dircction,,.thcre won't
bz any trouble, thore won't
bz any trouble, But wvhan
ceverybody's going "I want
this guy, I want that gquy,

I want the other guy..."
2ll wo can Qo is stand buack,
We tell him that...bccauss
he's thz right nan,118

The following took place at a rally during the cam-

paign. (Sec pp. 67-8). Thz humility and persconal davo-

tion to Baluguer of this woman comz out in & touching

fashion:

Y lo vide bien, o miré bien,
Yo querfa como ir para abra-
zailo era, Yo queria abrazai-
lo. Eero no podfz, porguz era
mucha gente, .grande, que habia
ahf., Uno no pucdz,..pasaile

And I got & good look at

him, and I saw him well,

What I wanted was to go up
and hug him, I wanted to

hug him, But I couldn't,
bzcause thore wer:s a lot of,..

po'rriba @ ninguna gente @' esaimportant people there,.and

[ 4
sgbe. Pero fuz..yo lo gue que-
ria cra llegaile, llegaile,
Jesu, veime ceiquininga dei,
gue yo pudiera hab;ai con ei,
porque yo me parecla que era
mi papu gue yo tahba viendo
ahi, Jesu,

And the following:

(Ud, guisicra hablar con ba-
laguoer?y Jesuuuul,,.yo qui-
sicra hablui con ci en su
casa dei, guc no sca que yo
tenga que mole'tui a nadie,

nli nada 4' eso, Porque yo sc
gquz yo no pucdo ir @,.a 8L
Palacio, ud, sabe, Y por eso
yo queria dir a su casa dei;
Forque nosotro'! no tencmo!
capucidl pa' dir a un Fulacio,
vd, sabes, Pero yo qucr{a air
& su casd dei, aunqus scu don=-
de,.vVive su muamd.

you can't,..go over the head
of any of those pcople, y'!
know, But it was,.l just
wanted to get neargr and
nearcr, gct nice and closc

to him, so I could talk with
him, becausc Lord, I felt like
it was my own father I was
secing thore 119

(Would you 1like to spzak with
Balagucr?), Dour lord...I'd
like to speak with him in his
house, where I wouldn't have
to bothi:r anybody or nothing
like that, Because I Know
that I can't go to his Pala-
ce, y' know, And that's why
I'G like to go to his homee
Fecausc we pcople don't have
tho ability to go to a Palace,
y! know, But I'd lik= to go
to his homz,..0r cven to where
his mothzr lives,
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With devotion such as this, it is easy to sec why

there was a strong emotional push to avoid scecing any

facts that might suggest that Balagucr wasn't the con-

cerned father that they are making him out to be,

This samc woman expresses

a fantasy of what it would

be like if Balaguer could visit her house,

Yo quisiera que ei v;nlera Yy
sec apcarda en un av;on, guc yo
echo semana y mese limpiando
ah{, de chapco uhl. Yo cguisic-
ra que el sc apeorra ah{, pa'
yo llamti toa mi gente gue yo
tengo, Fa' que ei lo mire, Y
el gu'to nfo..yo auisicra que
me, .que me diera cs 2 gu'to,
que ei se¢ up2ara ahf

(Y si ¢l viniera, que le pedi=-
r{a?)iroooo, QLV...YO no le
debo pedir nuda, porgue ei lo
de uno lo conoce, Si ei le
quicre dai cvu nlquwer cosa a
uno, ¢ji sc la darfa ée gu'to
a! ei, sabe, Porquc ei con vei
a uno, con eso sabe,

I wish he'd come here to

,E1 Manguito and land in an
airpluanc, I1'd spend weeks and
months c]carnng out a placc
there, 1'd like him to land
there, so I could cell &ll

my people (i.,c, the ones she
won ovar to Balagucr during
the campuaign), So hz could
sce thzm all,..and I wish,..

I wish h2'd give mz that
plecasure and land right there,
(If he camz, what would you
ask him for?) Kooo,.what,..

I wouldn't have to ask him
for anything, because hz knows
all about you, And if h2 wants
to give you anything, he'd
give you what he wants, EBc-
causc just b{ Tooking at you,
he can tell,

He's tha divine visitor coming from the sky, vwhosc

kind, understanding cyes sce into the souls of his fuvilio-

wers who reverently gathor to grest his coming, Lyndon

B, Johnson would envy Balagucr,

And this powerful dcmi-god is one of us,

Porque Balagucr e¢' un hombre
projlml'td, y- lo sab= todo el
mundo, Iué un hombre nacfo y
criao de aqui,

Beacause Balagueor is & man
who's projimista, and every-
body knows it, lie was born
and raiscd right hore,122

And we really don't want too much from him:
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Yo me hallo conforme quz ma
de jen hacei unuquito, Siii..
y que ei gobicrno se acueide

.de tiruarno! siquicra csg' li-

mosna' que viens 42 alld.ee
to! lo' mese', o cada Gb
mesc', qu2 con esc no' de-
fendamo' lo' infelicc', Que
dcje lo' cunpesino'e.lque
lo' flojc, qgue no lo! sacri-
fiquon, con la prision...

Cuando ei gobicrno no' puuaicré
porci un' indu'tria en un par-
aje, cerca, onde nosotro!
pudicramo ganai ¢i poso, pa!
si tengamo! gue comprai la me-
dicina, tenjamo' gue comprai
ei zaputo, ei sombroero, la re-
mia--y guc no' dejo trabujui
1' agriculturita--agui se
puede trebajai agriculturd,
..y temo! do lleno con LDula-
guzi, oiga, guu lo adoraino
como un sunto en ei aitai,
cuando c¢ci goricrno no' ayuaes

a nosgtro'. Fo' lc pongzno!

a morino' por ei gobicrno,

I1'd b> happy if th=ay'd just
lct m2 make & little conuco,
Yep, And if thz government
would just remzmber to at least
thro~ some of thosec alms our
way, the vnes that come from
the U,8...every month or two,.
we could get by with thzt,

Hr should let tho campzsinO,eo
turn him loose, stop them
fron giving him such a hard
timo,.e123

If the government could only
sct up somc factory for us,...
in a paraje ncarby, whore

wz could muke a buck, so if
we have to buy medicine, or
if wz want to buy shces,
clothes, & hut,.and let us
do & little farming--hcre
you can farm,,.and we'ro

onc hundred pareent with the
governiznt, we worship Bula-
guer like a statue on thoe
altar, if the government would
only h=2lp us,..wz'd lay down
our ligcs for the govern=-
nent, 4

And he should hclp ues, the campesino:

Nosotro scmo! amigo deil go-
bicrno--porqu: lo campsino!
no' ruramo'! porx ci gobicrno,
i huy guc ‘chainc' lo! ma-
chete! y lo' colinz' al hom-
bro pa!' ¢ a defendei ci go-
ticrno, lo' cuaposino' scmo!
lo!' que vano, antonce'! ¢! a
nosotro' lo' campisino' gua
ei gobicrno dzbz de ocupuisc
de ayudai,

Eso! florce'talal,,..atacando
los infolice!', que los infel-
jce! &' lo guz delian deo ayu-
dai, Porquc ei que ticne con
guae viva', no hay pa' que ayu-
dailo, Sca el gobianrno, sci
guien sca, debe de ayudai los
infclice', Porguc los infeli-
ce!, lo que neCCcsitino, ., .no=-
sotro! semo' lo' quc e'tamo

wWe're the friends of the
governmant=-nocauss we camn-
pesinos would Jay down our
lives for tho governnsnt,

If we have to rush down
swinging machztes and colines
to go duefend the government,
wo campasinos are the oncs
that will go. AnG so it's us
campa2sinos tlrat the govern-
mant should worry about help-—
ing.lzs

Thosc forest rangcrs,,.attack-
ing the poor pecople-—--th2

poor pcople are thoso they:
should holov! Becaus2 some-=
body thut's alrcady got a

gool living, there's no

ra2ason to help him, whoether
it's the governmant or any-=
onc clse, thoy should holp

th2 poor poople, Becausc
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pasando hambrec, pasando mi-
seria, desnudez, enfermeda-
de', gue no hallamo' con quec

bulcai medicina, sc no' nucren

nue'tro' himo', s2 no' muecre

la mujecr, sc nos mucre ci ma-

rloo, porauc no tengamo con

qun dir a bu cal m‘dlclna, no
podemo! af' onde un do! t01, no

podeiro! dir agnav un do'tor,
porque con guc vano'?

what we poor necd,,..we're
the ones that are starving
to death, sufferirg, naked,
sick, can't afford to buy
medicine, our children die,
our wives die, our huckands
die=~bzcuuse we can't afford
to buy mcdicine, woe can't
go to the doctor's, we can't
go to the doctor's,breausc
what &rc_we supposcd to

go with?126

In tha abovce guotes the reasons by which the serranos

claim the right to be help2d come out, as on pp. 147-E,

And why hasn't Bslaguer hzlpad

LN 3 %
Lo unico quz tienc e! gu2 ai-

guno' dicin que,...que Bulu-
guei cogio la presidencia

y no' va ayudai, y jallamo'

quec e' taide. bo, no e asy,
Digo, Bulaguci vcndru dyudai
de, .Gc lo dos ano' p' ade-~

lante, Digo..fljcs >, que cuan-
do uno s« ponz 8 talai un Cco-

nuco y e'perad y poncise
trancaila y dailc condicion
a ca UtJVullO, e'purai gue
tnle si hace bucn tiempo,
dcl afio y medio e!' que Ud,
vience a comoi P! talunte, Y
asf{ ticne que ai! Bdldgu;l.
Bul iguoi,.la dicho At ci

fud que itamérica lo ha ayu-
duo,

yet? Give him time,

Thz only thing is that,..
some pzsople suy thét,..
Balaguer boceme president
and is supposedly going to
h2lp us,..and theytlre think-
ing it's getting late. Ko,
that's not truc, I moen,
Balaguor will bagin halp-
ing,.after two ycars, I
MCGN ¢ 100K, eWhen you bzgin
to clear out a conuco and
wait, and put a fenco a&round
it and put it in shapo to
bz plantcd, you wait and
maybe if there's good wea-
ther, it's & yecar and &
half before you kagin to
harvest food, and thai's
the way Balagusr has to
go, Balagucr,..his great
luck was thut Awericu had
helped him,127

Besides, the people that are supposcd to be working

for him don't tell him anything:

E' que no hay quien infor-
me al gobicrno, porque los
homb*u' gquz andan viendo, ©
estian mandundo, parcee a sci
guz2 no tienzn concicnciu, o
son capace! dc podirle ai
gobwyrno~ "®¥n tuli pzrte hay
ccasidad, Eey quo ayudui tai

What's wrong is that there's
nobody to inform the govern-
ment, Because the men vwho °
are coing around inspecting--
or giving orders,.it looks
like they don't havs any
hcart, Thoy're incapable of
reguesting the governmant;:
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sctcidn, hay que ayucai tai
paraje, porque las necesidy
son grand la,.la situacio
c! crltlca." Ko huy quicn

se lo anticipe ai gobicerno,

n

Es0 guc viene para las e'cuo-
la', . la mandan, oigu, Yy Yle-
de por alld, Y &gul, aqui ni
en las c'cuela'! sc coge eso,
Semos todos unos 1nfellcco

no tcngdmo' con quz vivi', no
tengamo' con qud muntencino!,
Esu linosnu no vienc uquI.
Eso 'td poxr alld, ,Eso vicne
por alld, por alld vanézn

"Look, in such and such a

place there's great nesd, You

have to help this district,
this puricsh, pecause there's
grcat nced, the situation is
critical," There's nobody
who'll bring all this to
the government,128

essThat food thut comzs for
the schools (i.e., CARE food),
they scnd it down from the
UeSeeeanNéi hure wo don't cven
get any of it in the schools,
We're all so poor; we don't
have anything to live with,
we don't have anything to
support oursclves with, And
thosc alms don't rcuch here,

c50j “cc1t"', vandan cea ha;i- That stays out there, it

na, vy, venden esa comida y to,
y aquf nudy 4' eso sc coge
Pcro porquv no sc coge? Por-
gue no tcnomo gquien sc no!
anticipe ai gobicrno, quisn

passcs through their hands,
and they s2l1 that oil, they
scll that flour, they scll
all that fooq, and nohody
gets any of it here, Why

se n' anticipz, Lo' supcriore! don't we get ény of it? Ee-

' tu ab-,..pOlﬂu‘ lo!' que
ttfén en ei mzndo en e'to!
pueblecito!' chiquito', en lo!
campo', todo so lo tragan
nada dlC” Y edino puads
gobicrno Sub“l las nﬁcp"ie

& 0
o:l-"

Put the worst
Dc'de qua se fomentd esu fo-
re'ta, par' atecai lo! agri—
cultore!, el wundo se ha de,,
la chﬁblicc se ha devueito,
Porque la flore'ta,,..debe ser
para cuidar los bosquces, para
cuidai las aguada', pero
para rcepoblai aondc '8 do'-
cumbraao. Y csta quc hay aho
ra nada nmd' e! pira c0g*rlv
c¢i sucido ai gobierno y atu-
cai a los infeliceco!', Forquo
eso! no siembran unu mtttica

N)

causc we don't have anviody
to intcrcede with the gov-
ernmant for us,,.to intercede

for vs, Tho superiors,,.v' know,

eeosthose guys that arc in
command in those small puc—
blos, in the cumpos, they
covcer it @all up and don't suy
enything, So ho: can thb gov-
ernnznt know our ncoeds? 28

offenders arce tha forest rungoers:

Evor sinco thut forcstry deo-
vartmen” iz Jcrnel, to ute
tack ths farmers, cverybolye..e.
the whoiz country has gon2
backwards, Because the fo-
restry dzpartment should ba
to tuake care of the forests,
to tak%e care of th:z st C&LG,
but to rznlenish whore thz o«
hills huve bzen strippad,
But thesce guys herce now, «ll
thoy're doing is colla=cting
thoir salary and attacking

de nada, eso' no repoblun nida th2 poor peopln, Bacueusz those

de lo quz hay do'cunbrado,

guys cdon't plant anything,
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Eso e' lo Gnico que pas' 8-
qui, Ei gobierno les ?'ta pa-
gando cse chequ; y cre' que

'ello' c tin haciendo, Y ello!
00el tan con lo! brazo' cruca=—
do', nd! nd! e'perando qus le

paguen su chequc, y atacando :
agricultore', Yla injusticia
guc no' hacen a nosotro! el,..
que la compufifa e' quien hace
lo' decumbre!, como ud, lo
e'td viendo, Entonce' son tan
inconsciente! lo' que nandan,

eso,.cso' flore'tale,..s0n tan
inconsciznte!, oiga, entonce!
dicen que scmo' nosotro' lo!

gue hagamo' la,..lo de'cunkre,

&
estun
encina

Esi son la g2nte que
echando la chubllc
dei gobierno, Porgue cl go-
bierno ¢' muy bucno, E'te es
un gobierno que lo cligimo!
lo' camp2sino', Pecro anday
una pandilla por los campdo'
atacandono' a nosotro', que
nosotro! no' desencantamo!
dei gobierno,porque digamo!
que jei gobicrno, y no ej

ei gobierno nddd, porgua eci
gokbicrno no Cguo sabiendo lo
gue se no' e'td 'ciendo a
nosotro',

they don't repluce anything
that has been tuken avay,
That's the only thing thats
wrong hore, Th2 govornment
is paying them that check
and thinks that thzy're do-
{ng something, And there thzy
dre,.eswith thair arms folded,
just waiting for their chack
to come and attacking the
farmers,
And thz injustice thut they
do to us is,..it's thzs Com-
pany who strips «ll the hills,
likz you'rec sceing, But the
guys in churge are so hoart-
less, those forest rangcers,
thoy're so hcartless that
th2y go and say that uc'rc
thz ones who strip the hlllu.lzg

Those are the people who are
turning the whole country
ageinst the governmant]!
Bzcause this is a good gov-
ernmcnt, This is & govoern-
ment that we campesinos clec-
ted, But there's that rat-
pack wandering around the
campos, attacking us,.anc

we get fed up with th2 gov-
ernmznt, because we say it's
thz government, and it's not
the government at all, Be-
cause the government doesn't
know what's being done to
us,130

This, then, is the functioning of a caudillo systan,

The sprranos of La Loma turn to Bulaguer; he's the solution

of their problems,
made it that wey:; the solution

tho camp of &

of evil that are attacking theom,

Lifc is bad because other bad men have

is to place oneself in

good man vho is more powerful than thce forces

What most stands out is

the fuct that iy cognitive juggling, the serranos have

managed to explain away threatening information and pre-

serve their hope

in their Jefe,
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what has becen said of the serranos is basically '
true of the workers as well in their relationship with
the government, Therc is the same insistence that they
‘worked for him, the same techniques for disposing of damna-
ging information, the same hope that ultimately he will
solve their problens, The tonc of thcir protocols is
much less fervent with regards to Bulaguar's person, but
their esscntial stance to Balaguer is quite similar to
that of the scrrancs,.

But bccausz of the peculierity of their situation,
what the workers expzct of Balagucr is quite different
from what the serranos expcct, The workers have but onc
requast: Balaguer should force the rich bosses to give
all th2 szverance pay that is due, 1In their feelings of
angry helplessness against what they bzlieve to be the
plotting of the evil rich, how do they respond? By organ-
izing? By threats? Kothing of th> sort; they havs learncd
to solve proklems in anothzr vway: Balaguer will help
thzm, Some excerpts from their protocols: |

' - - - - -
Yo soy un hombre gque luchl I'm a man who has fought on

al lao'de Balaguer de'de que falaguer's side ever since
concnzo su Partido, Yo soy his Party began, I'm & friend..
amigo,..cosa’ personale! del rca)l pzrsonal,.of the gov-
gobicrno, yo siento mucha sime~ 2rnmant, I really like this
pat{a pr ¢s2» gobicrno, Porqu: govzrnment, Because 1 workza
yo trabajé mucho c¢n su cempa= hard during his camp&ign.l

na.

Just as among the serranos, there is & tendency to claim
that one worked during the campaign. There is the fceliny
thut if onz has not cxartsd onusell ror thz jefe, claimns
to his hzlp will be less strong, Thorefores almost everybody

talkcd to emphasized tha effort they had exerted during
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the campaign, Though I was unable to ascertain the trugh

~as to how much effort they had

" of this claim, the impression is that thoere was exaggeration

expcnded to get Bala

into office during the campaign itself, Their claims that

they work probably reflect what they fcel they should do

to merit response from the caudillo rathor than reflect

what they actually did do, 1In

morc than a thobsund families,

th2 entire district, with

there were only nine votes

for Juan Bosch, Thus tho workers did wvote as a bloc for

Balaguer, EBut as to self exertion during the campuign,

that is probably anoth>r story,

Nosotro en realidd lo que que-
remos es que el dfa que efto
sc cierru...qu:r{umo' gque el
gobicrno principalnente s' en-
Cargara de resolverno'! lo dGe
nosotro' inm2diatamcente, Quo
si nosotro cuando vamo haccr
nue'tro reclamo qu> _no' per-
tenece onde el patrdn, que
nojotro quzrcmo que el go-
bierno no' ayude,coopere con
nosotro,

Yo c¢reo quo el gobierno,.me
Parccc, (,qus huiblanco a ei res-—
peto & lo' campasino',..que
trabajamo' matcriain“ntc con
ci y tratemo! Az tocio,.ch.,
lo'cempesino, .o l dnico am-
puro qu> ticnen lot' ce mpU"
sino! e' G: lo' gobicrno,!

Fue con el millioniavio el
campzeino no vale nd!' aqui,

But th2oy do expzct help,

What we really would like
i5 when this closces Aowng e
we wish the governieznt es-
p2cially would tuake chargs
of solving our problem im-
mzdjictely, So that when we
go to put in a regquest with
the boss for what btlonzs
to us, wz want the govern-
mant to hzlp us, to cooper-
ate with us,

I think tha govarnmznt,.l
think,.talking to him with
respecet to tho campesinos,..
that frankly we worked for
him and wo made efforts,.ald
th2 campesinos,.ch,.,th2 only
protection that the campisinos
have coroes from th: govarn-
ment, Because with the mil-
lionaire, the campesino isn't
worth anything heare,133

The following is very similar to many ssrrano scgments:

Cu;ndo cl gebierno conenzd a-
qui, po tenlu dinzro, no to-
nfa nuda, Pcro cl goblnrno
que toencino' ¢! bucno, si,

el UObl“an ¢! bucno, Soluancn-
te que €1 necesita por sona

Wwhan th: govarnment bagan
here, ho didn't have any mo-
ney; he didn't have anything,
But thz government we ha

now is good, Yos, tha govorn-
ment is good, Thz2 only thing is
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que 1' e'pliquen...0 que le ha-The only thing is,

blen perSOnulm"nt con &1,
sicmprc 1t e pllcan como
tZl paf'...y la situacidn
del pai',

Porque el mi'mo gobierno qui-
z& no se da cucnta lo quc¢ en
e'te pal' ¢'td pusando, la po-
breoaz e'td lleganoo a una

cosa muy grande dOUl. La i-
quicrdu,..la i'quicrda que

s' e'td aprovechunoo del hame—
brec, Y el pal! va pur!' el abi-
smo, Y micntra nd ! desocupudo
va, e! mét nalo,

hz needs
people who will cxplain to
him,,who'll speak to him per-
sonally,...who'll keep him
informed as to how the coun-
try is...the situation of

the country is, 134

e s o BeCuuse the governmznt jit-
sclf mayke dozsn't reculize
what's going on in this coun-
try, Fovcerty is getting to

bz a terriklce thing hzre now,
Apnd thz leftists,..the left-
ists arce taking advantage

of thz hungcr,..and thz coun-
try's hzading for thz abyss .,
And tho morc unemployed thore
are, the wors. off it is_,135

That is: wo huve a good governmcent, But the country is

going downhill, we're hzading for thz abyss,

bz if the govoernment is good?

How caen that

The government just dozsn't

know, he necds people to tell him, On & few sections of tha

protocols, it was suggested that the government had botter

not closc the sawnills; it wus

men out of work and

explaincd the workers were more intere

governiont get their severance

& comnmunist plot to throw

keep men agitated, nowever as has bzen

-

sted in having the

pay from the bosses than

in having the saéwmill stay opzncd, But when it did occur

on the protocols, this bzlicf was qguite similar to thut of

the scrranos and thz communist
dissociating
WOrkecrs werd

up and give

sing of the sawmill from Laluaguer,

monuarch in his palace, unaware

court subordinates,

for_-stry department, By

the closing of the sawmill from Balagucr, the
&ble to feel whatever negative feelings canme

them an outlets; for they had dissociated the c¢lo-

3alaguer is the Kind

of the evil plotting of his
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Thus for both serrano and worksr Balaguer is good,

He is the caudillo who will come to the aid of those that
.follow him, He will frece the serrano from the iron rod
of the corrupt, plotting forest rangers, He will wrench
from the rich bosses a just severance pay for the workoers,
Perhaps without even intending it, Joaqu{n Balaguer has
reinstated in all its vigor the caudillo system in the
community of lLa Loma.‘

The following &nalysis will show in what sense this
is bzing szid, In th2 case of botn the serranoc znd tho
workers, history had caught up with them, tiistorical
changes had made the paternalistic solution--the solution
presanted by a caudillo system of authority relationships
in politics and the personalistic patrén system in the
economi.¢ sphore=-non-functional for the individuals on
the bottom end, The workers saw thomselvis as about to
get gypped of their life's savings, The Serranos saw that
their way of life was boing sgucezced out by the Forcstry
Departmznt, In both cascs authority was now pressing down
on them instcad of responding as expected in terms of
tha caudil]&patrén frawmz of refercnee, Tho now situation
cricd out for a different typz of responsc, Thut is,
history appeared intent on. killing this system as a
functional solution to tho problems of either of thasa .
groups in lLa Lo,

To survive they would have to bechave in new ways, This

was progress, painful projgress, but proyrcecss noncthzaless,
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L die-hard system that belonged to anothzr age;36 was

bzing challenged by the reality in la Loma, which rendercd

it completely inadeguate both . to th2 serrano and to tho

worker, Authority in thz form of thz Forestry Service was
Kezping the farmers from their conucos; authority in ths
form of thc Company was going to gyp th2 workers of thzir
severance pay, Authority wis not bohaving like cither
grouvp cxpected it would, Their pattern of bzhavior to-
ward cuthority would thus have to bz re-cvaluated,

In such situations thz solution is to adupt or pericsh,
but adaptation, whin it involves a chanze as wnxiety evo-
king as wbandonmont of the protective shzlter of authority,
is not an easy path, To survive thz workoers anrnd szrraenos
would have hzd to adopt some now bzhuvior--bo it militant
organizing, or sclf-started mass migration, or whatovsar:
they werz Leing forced out fron under the sholter of a
19th czntury Spanish clouk into an agitated modern world,
Enough to frighten a&nyon2. But the chullense had come care~

-

lier, with ths dsuth of 110, Thwe political chiaos that

e

Truj
subseguently reignad in tho country--culminating in tho
chuotic revolution of 1905-=1lcit the campzsinos without

& caudillo, Theore was nobody to lzan on; th2 world didn't
maXe scnse,

But th> cleections offerrcd now hope, Porhaps th:

good old days wearen't gone forever, And the choice between’
the two candidates was not difficult, Juan Losch syibholiza2d
modcrn instability; Bulaguzr, froa his association with

Trujillo and the Amzricans, symbols of a tranguil, shol-
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tered past, was the man to turn to, The startling vehemence

‘with which the campesinos threw themsclves into LDualaguzr's

.camp is elogucnt testimony to their desire to rcocturn to

the thronc a stable authority figure who they belicved
would behave like authority is supposed to--in terms of
the caudillo system, For thzs pcople of La loma, Baligucr
is the solution to life's problems. Hlis presence in

the National Palace, though it has not yet solved their
economic problems, has restored their confidence that in
the lony run they can face life's problems the way thoy

always hava,



