I1l. SETTINKG

A, Physical Stage.
4

l. Topographye.

The Dominican Republic occupies the eastern twe
thirds of the island of Hispaniola, The island is located
soutihh of the Topic of Cancer, between 18 anc 20 degrees
north latitude, falling thus within the Torrid Zone,

On the western third of the island is the Republic of
Baiti, Kinety miles to the west of hispanicla lies Cubu:
sevepty-five miles to the east is Fuerto Rico, The island
of Hispaniola is the largest of the Greater Antilles,

The Dominican Republic has an area of 19,322 sguare
miles, with & maximum northesouth axis of 120 miles, and
a maximum easte-west axis of 240 miles, The nation forms &
sort of rough trianglejy the base of this triangle is the
i:regular 224 mile land border which the country shares with
Haiti, and the tip of the triangle is the far esstern end of
the islund, where the north shore veers south to mest the
south shore veering north,

The topography of the island is a seriws of shurp contrasts
between upland and lowland, There are few instances of
gradual transition between the two, Two thirds of the sur-
face of the nuation &s covered by mountains, and these
mountains are for the most part located west of a meridian
drgen through the capital city of Santo Domingok on the south

coast, The mountains consist of four parallel mountain ranges



- 33 =

in the west, and a smaller one in the northeast,

The principal chain is the massive Cordillera Central,
whose principal axis runs in a northwest-southeast direc-
tion through the center of the island, The community of
Pino Tumbao is located in the Cordillera Centrzl,

The following isaa description of that mountain chain;
The Cordillera Central is the mecst elevated,
highly dissected and complex range in the Rep=
ublic, 1Its corponent ridges, densely forested
and piled on top of one another in complete .
digsorientation, c¢rest erratically between 5,000
and 8,000 feet but contain several peaks of
considerably greater height, One of ther,
almost centered in. the massif, rises to 10,414
feet and is the loftieat pinnacle in the West
Indies..e.s The rugged slopes of the Cordillera
Central, sometimes faceted and always precipitous,
with gradients as high as 40 degrees in many
places, are the principal watershed for all
of Hispaniola, Innumerable streams have carved
the range into a jigsaw of yawning canyons and
rocky gulches that make it & lmost impassable..es
The Cordiléera Central has remained wild,primitive,
undeveloped and virtually uninhabited,

This topography has profound influences on the agriculture,

principally in terms of the scil erosion which rapidly fcliows

upon deforestation,

Fino Tumbao is located on the northern flank of the
Cordildera Central, in a rural district (seccidn) whose
southern boundary‘is the ridge of the sierra, where
the north flank of the Cordillera meets the south., The
variatins in altitude within the district are sharp (between
a2 low of about 1,800 feet and a high of 5,000) and sudden
(the rise takes place within a morth=south linear distance
of less thaen 10 miles)., Most of the horticultural acti-

vities which I observed took place between 2,000mand

3,000 feet, but cultivation has been extended up to the



dividing ridge, and down on into the province on the other
side of the asierra,

2, Soils Not much has been written about the soils of
the Cordillera Central, and fBe few references that are
avajilable conclude that the region is unsuitable for agri-
culture, The parent material for the mountain soils is
igneous rock that‘originated in the volcanoes of the late
Cretacebus Period some sixty million years ago., The residual
topsoil is extremely thin and poor, in comparison to the rich
alluvial deposits which have formed most of the nearby,
geographically more recent lowland soile, The high crop
yields which characterize ihe first year of planting "virgin
80il" in the Cordillera is probably less a result of in-
herent soil fertility, than of & small store of nutrients
in the surface soil which is characteriétic of most sites
haviny a mature vegetative cover.6 This "ersatz" fertility
is depletec after one or two years of éultivation. That
this is the situation in Pino Tumbao is indicated by the
consistently low yields reported on reworked sites that

have lzin fallow for even as many as fifteen years,

3, Climate, Though Hispaniola is located in the Torrid
Zone, it is spared the extremes of heat and humidity which
plague many other tropical regions, This is due to three
factors: it is an island, it is mostly mountainous, and
there are constant trade Qinds from the north.? Thus the

climate is generally mild and pleasant,



But there is great regional variety in the climate, a
variety Lrought about principally bo orographic factors, Thus
the moisture=lacen northeast trade winds from the Atlantic,
as theymmeet the successive chains of mountaine, lae much
cf their moisture in the form of orographic precipitatic:,
and arid rain shadows are created immediately behind the
mountains,

Fino Yumlic, cinec it iy on the nortl. fluniz of the
Cordillerz Central, and high enough to escape the rain
shadow of the smuller Cordiléery Septentrional just to the
nocrth, is blessed by an abundance of rainfall, 1t is locatéd
in a very humid subtropical climatic zone.8 in a country
where the rainfall reaches a high in some areas of 100
inches & year, and & low in others of 24 inches, the zone
in which Pino Tumbao is located receives an average of about
75 inches per year, well above the average.9

Because cf its varying, wild topography, there are several
distinct types of orographic niches throughout the Cordillera
Central, resulting in distinct precipitation regimes, which
in turn result in differing calendars for agricultural
activities, Thus the apecific calendric timing for each
of the scenes to be described below will vary in nearby
regions, The shifting cultivation of the Cordillera

10 Part of the

Central is characterized by great wvariet,
variety is due to the factors now being discussed,

These minute regional variations in the onset of the



rainy season, and in the quantity of water which eventually
falls, are also characteristic of the tropics in general.11

The safest generzlization to make about seasons in the
Dominican Republic i8 that there is a wet season and a dry
season, but a fairly constant tepperature throughout the
year, 1n the country as a whole, the rains tend to fall
between April and October, the rest of the year being
not dry, but "less rainy."” 1In Pino Tumbao the pattern is
somewhat different, The rains do not begin until Aprilg
and last throughout May, They slacken off until September,
when there is & slight increase, Then in the months of
December and January, there are frequent cold drizzles and
days of cold mist, which contrast sharply to the sudden but
torrential warm downpours of April and Muy, The only definite
cry seasor isin Ferbruary and March,

The overall mational mean in temperature is 77 degrees
Farenheit, Tbough no readings have been taken in the
sierra, the annual mean for suaroa is 70 degrees, and the
readings for Pino Tumbao would most likely be a few degrees
lower, The temperature of Pino Tumbao becomes mauh colder
during the months of hovember, December, and Januarys; and
at eveniny and in the early morning those who have them
welr sweaters or leather juackets; in these menths it is
toc cold to sleep comfortably without some sort of a rlanket
at night, ‘

in general there is more climatic seasonality in the
Dominican Republic than in many other tropical areas, because

of
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of its distance from the equator, But the seasonality is

not very marked,

Information on the floral environment will be given
when the scenes involving clearing of the forest are

treated,

Population,
l.Definition an@ general trends,

The vast ma jority of the Dominican population are con=
centrated in two lowland regions: the Cibao valley east and
north of the Cordillera Central, and the flatland coastal
area in and around the capital city of Santo Domingec. Though

70% of the population is stillrrural, most of these campesinos

live in the lowlands and practice permanent-field agricul-
ture under varying conditions of land tenure, The serranos
of Monte Adentro (including the paraje of Pino Tumbao) belong
to a numerically small subset of the campesino population
(perhaps not exceeding 100,000 all told, though no reliable
figures concerning this matter are at my disposal) defined

by the following characteristics;

a, Practitioners of shifting cultivation, which was

once the most common form of agricultural exploitation in
the DominicanRRepublic, but which in this century has given
away in the lowlands to permanent-field cultivation.12

The gerranos are the few retainers of a hprticultural

system whose crops and technology date back to the conucos



of the pre-Columban Arawak, s
b, Squatters practicing their horticulture extralegally
on government land, but with a locally eveolved system of
recognizec rights to land, Though they possess no land
titles, they behave toward the land-fencing it, selling {it,
passiggy it on to their children~--as though they did, 1In this

aspect they are operating as most campesinos in the Domie

nican Republic operated up until this present century,

Ce 1n their language, in their religious practices, in
certain aspects of their kinship organization, in certain
items of their material culture, retaining traits which were

reported to be widespread in centurgees past,

in short the serranos are a numerically small subset
of the campesino population whibh has retajined to the
present day the essdntials of the way of life which was
practiced in pust centuries, They are thesubset of the
Dominican population which, because of their physical isolae
tion and the marginality of the mountair lands for advanced
agricultural practices, has in general been less subject
to the processes of change or expropriation which have
come over the nation's population as a whole during this
century, notably during the era of Trujiilo, That they
have not entirely escaped will be ﬁade clear in the
following pages,

The population of Monte Adentro is shown to be 3,016

by count of the individual house by house census sheets



made available to me, The census was made early in 197C,
This population of 3,016 is distributed intc 512 householdc,
giving a modal ﬁousehold size 0of 5.%,.

This total population figure for the’district is
extremely revezling., The figure arrives &t ir the cencuc
of 1960 was 3,170, indicating a f&irly stable local population
(with slight decrease), This is especially remarkable in
lizht of the 34,C" increase which the nation ac a wheole
is calcualted to have experienced in the same ten-yeur
time period, Wwith an annual growth rate of over 3.6~,
the DominicanRRepublic has one of the fastest growing popu-
lations in Latin America, The decrease in Monte Adentro
indicates that migration patterns have definitely reversed;
that the deluge of mogntain migrants who peopled this part
of the sierra in the thirties and forties have begun to
move down into the cities, The vast unpopulated mountain
reaches which welcomed the earlier mighants have now been
filled up or put out of bounds by governmett decree, And
whereas the former generation of migrantsd engaged mostly
in rurale-rural migration, the present generation as it leaves

the hiils moves into the urban barrios,

2, Sex Distrilption, The data reveal & noticeable, though

not unexplainable, surplus of males in the local population,
““hereas the national breakdown is 50,5 males and 49,5%

females, the breakdown in Monte Adentro is 52,3: males and



47,7% females-=a disparity which would have occurred randomly

less than four out of every hundred chances in a population
of 3,016, This disparity is common throughout the country,
where urban populations manifest a surplus of females,
demomstrating selectivity by sex in ruraleurban migrations,
But this selectivity is apparently a@ven greater than in

the national rural breakdown by sex, which is 51,9: male
and 48,1% female.12 Thus the emigration which reveals
itself in the stable population is seen to be haavier among

the females,

3, Age Distribution,

The Domingé¢an Republic has an extremely young popula=-
tion as campared to most of latin America, and Monte
Adentro has a population which is younger than that of the
nation as a whole, %The nautional breuakéown shows 44,0, ol
the population to be under 15 years of age, 52,5x between
15 and 65, and 2.9% ovar 65.13 in Monte Adentro the
breakdown of the 3,016 inhabitants isi 49,8x under 15,

48 % between 15 and 65, and 2,2.; over 65, vwhen children
are sepurated from their mothers, the chances are greater
that the mother will be in the puetlo and the child will

still be back up in the hills,

4, Population Density., Wwith the aid of detzilled topographic

maps, generously given me by the lnstituto Cartcgrifico

Universitario in Santo bLomingc, 1 was able to compute



the probable local density of the populatione.

The question of populatipn density of shifting
cultivators is one which has come to dominate the interect
of recent students of the phenomenor;.14 Spencer points
out a correlatior between the level of technology of the
shiftiny cultivation group @#nd the dencity of population
able to be supported, He points out primitive groups of ine
tegral shifting cultivators in highland Kew Guinea who supe
port populations of up to 500 per square mile with &

15 The

sophisticated krand of shifting cultivation,
typically low population density e&ssociated with shifting
cultivation is less a result of any ihherent productive
limitation to the system than of the intrusion of disruptive
forces—-political and economic-=which upset the bulance of
the system and prevent it from reachins its maximum carryin:
capacity.lQ

The visible gradation by which an ircrease in techno-
logical scophistication is associated with denser popula-
tions is a very gradual pattern, A given cropping system
ir conbinution with other aspects of the productive or
appropriative system will have its own unique maximum
carryingy level, beyond which density the group will have
go change its technology‘or migrate, Not only technological
practices, but also topological and edaphic¢ factors work
together to determine what will be the maximum carrying
capacity in any given case, 1n the Cordildera Central
of the Dominican Renublicka complex combination of tech-
nological, tepozraphic, edaphic, climatic and cultural

(in the form of intrusion of outside agencies) factors



have apparently worked together to se a ceiling of some

40 persons per square mile as the maxinun population den-

sity which can be supported easily by current practices in
the ederra., This is the density at which the populatic:h
has levelled off, For at least the past decade, some 3,000-
odd peorle have occupied the 200-e3dd srutre klleootores
bf Monte Adentro, They have kept this level fairly steady,
and have sent out members of the communi ty--mostly females,
as geen above-=when the population density threatened to
become too great,

This is a comparatively sparse segment of the population
when viewed against the overall national population density

of some 214 persons per scuare mile, whiich 4s one of the

highest in Latin America., And it is also sparse when compvarec
to the population reportec for many primitive practitioners
of shifting cultivation, The principal reason for the

low carrying capacity of the mountaineer shifting cultivae-
tion is not its low Rewhhological level, though thics is
indeed low, a&s will be shown, Rather the prime limiting
factor, I believe, is the combination of conuco making
with extensive grazing of cows and pigs on the hills, One
of the primary causes underlying the decrease of livestock
has been the increasing population of the hills (up till
the fifties). These two bystds of economic endeavour are
compativle only when the pqpulation density is extremely
sparse==as it was in the Dominican Republic up till the

second and third decades of this century,



S. History of arrival of population into the hills,

In the earlier decades of this century, the seccidr
of Monte Adentro was practically uninpabited, The first
permanent group of settlers were four families, related
consanguineally and affiaally, who came to where their
livestock was and eventually settled down, in the year
1924, Reference must be made to the hato, the cattle raisino
econonic institution which dominated the island's eco nomy
during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and early eighteenth
century.l? The traditional bhatos were enormous ranges used
for extensive grazing of animals., Those who did not have
access to hato land on the lowlands frequently chose the
option of branding and earmarking their cows and pigs, and
bringing them up to the mountatns, where they were turned
loose to foraie for fool, and seurcheod cut cnee cr tuice
& year to brand and earmari the newly born, The families
who practiced this type of extensive grazing (called in
locul terminology “criur en el sitic") supplementec¢ this
activity with shifting cultivation, The first settlers of
Monte ndentro were a small cclony of this clacss of canpesino
who separated from their relatives in the mBuntains fare
ther back east, and setitled down in Monte Adentro, which
is closer to the #taitian border, Each generation wonld
eventually move several kilometerc farther west and slightly
higher up,

The first years of the settlement in Monte Adentro were



characterirzed by extsemely sparse population, but by the
mid thirties, the hills of Monte Adentro began to £ill up,

That was behind this migration? The answer which the
olcer mcr inverizbly give to the encuiry ac tc why thev
came here was 'Adiés, buscando me jora,”® “Heck, looking for
imprevencnts " The mejerity of the rmigrarts came fror the
mountain proviepe directly to the west of Monte Adentro,
The populationkhad reached the point there where no more
virgin land was availables and ac will bco seen the stecpness
of the hills and poverty of the scil prevents decent crop
yields except for the first year of cropping on previously
unwwrked land, Frequent droughts were also listed as causes
of the move, This was all in the period when the Doninican
population had just begun to soar, The momntain inhabitants
saw juct to the west of them empty hills, and began moving
in that direction, The political frontier with haiti was
officially far to the west, But in the mountains the demo-
graphic frontier was still east of Monte Adentro, The
flood of migrants which came in the thirties and forties
pushed the demographic frontier to its political limits, The
westward movement then ceased, and the only direction left
to go was southw-up to higher altitudes of the northern
flank of the Cordillera Central,

But in the late forties Trujillo, who was then heading
toward thessummit of his eventual economic power, sold lumber
rights to the pine trees to a Santiaqqnbased Company, and

forbade the clearing of more land, HA also established a
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Pafgue Racional, a forest preserve which included much of the

higher reaches of Monte.Adentro, above the altitude where
pine trees were commony and thus this area of potential
crerrirT land was also closed to the serrancc, The popula=-
tion movement was frozen in its tracks, PFrom the fifties
o the ponulation begar trickliny backoout of the hills,
The golden age of Monte Adentro, talked about nostalgically
by the older gerranos,had passed, As we have seen, the
ponulation in Monte Adentro, for at least the past ten |

years, has manifested numerical stagnation and decline,

Though the population move which filled the mountains
was frequently carried on by lone individuals, most 6f the
migration was done in the context of kin groups., The
initial settlers, we have seen were small groups, Kinsmen
cf these smull groups camc from beck east and sctiled
nearly. Thus the initial populution of the hills was come
posed of & limited numbpr of Kkin groups; the occurrence of
murriage bLetwecn first cousing was & comwon affuiry there are
& small number of last names which occur repeatedly throughout

. . P
the entire seccion,

Go Ethnic composition,

The Dominican population is for the most part the
product of a mixture between White-=European and Blacke
African, giving the nation a mulatto charucter, in contrast

to the mestizo character of memg other parts of latin America,



The rapid extinction of the aboriginal population=ethe
1,000,000 that are estimated to have been on the island were
reduced tec 500 by midecentury--explaine their lacik of
contributior tec the presernt duy Dominicir racial stocl:,
Roughly 12 percent of the national population is classed

as white, 20 peoreernt ac klack, and the rest, 57 percert,
mulattoes, (The racial terms current throughout the Dominécan

are; white-=blanco, rubioy mulatto=-indioy black==moreno,

neyro, prietc, The incdic of mulatto has nothing to do

with "indio® meaning aboriginal, In the presentdusage
of the Dominicans, indio is brown skinned, corresponding
to triqueBo of Puerto Rico, with no reference being made
to aboriginal ancestry,)

The ethnic composition of Monte Adentro is distinctly
lishter than that of the population as a whole, 1t is not
umusual to see faire-haired, blueeeyed serranos, Marriages
vhich would be classed as interracial occur with some free
quency, the darker partner usually being the man, One
possible explanation for the preponderance of light skin in
the sierra would have the ancestors of the present population
fleeing from the Haitians, whb invaded the island several
times in the first Pulf of the nineteenth century, The
ma jority of the fugitives would have been white or lighter
skinned; and their descendants are the preeent population
of Monte Adentro, OCne folk version explaining the scarcity
of Negroes in the hills is the belief that the Negro could

not adapt to the coller climate,'needs the heat of the lowlands,
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7e Reéidence Pattern,

it has alréady been mentioned that the 3,016 Bndividuals
in Monte Adentro are distributed into 512 households, The
physical distribution of these households throughout tha
sierra manifests similarities ard environmentally induced
variations from the residence patterns common in cther
campos of the Dominican Republic,

Though 1 have seen this.documented in only one wo»r};,l8

the majority of Yominican campesinos appaear to live in

nucleated clusters of houses, or in “roadside villages?®
which spread out along both sides of some roadway. My

own observation in dozens of vildages in different parts

of the country indicates that in cases where an alternative
is available the Dominican campesino builds his house in |
centralized clusters and travels out to his land, rather than
building his residence on his land if the latter is distant
from other dwellings,

The dependence of a group on shifting cultivation is
not in itself predictive of one of the other settlement
pattern--dispersed or nucieated. Both are compatible with
the effective practice of shifting cultivation, In primi-
tive groups examples abound for both types.19 The pre-
Columban Arawak on the island of Hispaniola had developed
& somewhat advanced social organization, in which there were
four classes: chiefs, nobles, commoners, and slaves, Their
primary economic mainstay was the shifting conuco, and their

normal residence pattern was nucleated clusters of houses,



targing from small settlements to large villages, After
the arrival of the Bpaniards, the aboriginzl villages
were gradually concentrated andsshifted to areas wvhere the
Irdian lobor weculd be of most usc to the Spaniards.zo.

The two economic institutions whibh dominated the country
duriry the subsecuent centuries were the hato (alrealy sllucen
to) and the estancia, The former, as we have seen was a
pattern of extensive livestock raising, in which masters and
slaves lived in centralized quarters and made occasionul
excursions to the outlying reaches of the hato as need
arose, The latter was a small agricultural unit, usually
located near towns, producing both subsistence and cash
drops, 1In both of these the settlement pattern was 2lso
nucleated,

Thus there are documented historical antecedents for the
patterr of nucleated settlements in the Yomirnicen Republic,
But there are elso h#storical antecedents-—-less well docu=
mented==for a quite different type of residence peattern,

The mountains which cover two thirds of the nation's land
surface have historically been the refuge of at least
three different groups, Many Arawak fled from the control
of the sSpaniards up to the mountains, Almost from the be-
ginning of their importation, many African slaves adoptec

2l and most recently, on the wake of

the dame measure,
the Haitian invacions of the nineteenth century and the
subsequent forced ensctiptions into the armies of various

local Dominican caudilles, many peasants chose the path of



- 49 -

living in the hills and hiding from the events which.were
devastating the lowlands, 1In all of these cases ve may
suppose that the nucleated residence patterns which charac-~
terized the lowlands gave way to morc sparse settlemernt
patterns, Such a dispersed settlement pattern would not
cnly make strategic sense for the tasic of avoiding detec-
tion, but is the only type of settlement pattern which is
consonant with the topography of the mogntain areas,
In short, though the lowland campesino residence patterns
are nucleated, there are probably recent historical
antecedents for semi-dispersed residence patterns in the
mountains,

in Monte Adentro the 512 houscholds are spread out ove?
the momntains, and in camparison téth the more typical
Dominican campo, the residence patterr is veryv snarso
indeed, The population density of 40 persons per square
mile nationul population of 214 need only be reczlled,
Becausa levelpplots of land are practically noncsicstent
in the sierra, it is physically impossible to construct
large nucleated settlements, Not only does the topogravhy
physically impede it, but the travelling time to a conuco
a few kilometers away as the crow flies will be much greater
in the mountins with steep ups and downs and rivers to cross,
than a corsesponding distance in the lowlands, This com=
bination of sparse population and rugged tomography hus
resulted in a settlement pattern characterized by very
anall nuclei of houses throughout the htdlls, Few housecg

are made in complete isolation (though these do occur):
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.

the preference for living in proximity to other houses is
maintained to the degree consistent with the mountains, The
.-amall nuclei that do form are usually not as compact as in
a2 lovlani villaves therr is & consideratlce breathing space
of se&eral huncired feet or more between most bohfcs .

The clusters of houscholds that have ariser in tho
past three decades are generally patrilaterally related tri-
generational extended familiee, As the children of the
first settlers grev up, their childrer tended tc move
farther west, DBut now that the westward movement has
stoppec, sons ténd to build houses in proximity to their
fathers and bring their women in, the daughters generally
marrying out and goigy out to live near the parents cf
her spouse, Though this pattern is occasionally krokern,
as vhen 2 man goes to live near the parents of his wife,
the predominant practice is for a man's first move toward
independence to be the construction of a house in proxi-
mity to thot of hie father,

within these small clusters of patrilaterally related
households there is much interhousehold interaction,
Though the modal household pattern is the nuclear family,
the economic cooperation and food exchange that occurs
between these households is great enough to warrant the
constructiocn cf sunraehousehcld clcnes for analytic
purpoeses, This matter will recur in this paper as the cues-
tion cf labor exchange comes U,

The community of Pino ?Turbao strongly manifests the
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above mentioned settlement pattern, The thirty one house-
holds are spread out over some five square miles of moun=-
tains (apprmximately 36 people per 8d. mile)., There are
four clusters of households in which the children are inter-

related principally through patrilateral ties.

The one exception to this redidence pattern is the
nucleus of houses in la Ssabanita, where the forest rangers
an¢ other government-paid employees live. 1In this commﬁnity
the twenty-odd houses are arranged in fairly close side-by-side
order around a flat field, This pattern, which is common
in other parts, is more in like with the traditional way
of laying out a commﬁnity. At one end of the sabiana is a
church anad a new school, as well as the house of the chief
forest ranger and political leader of the district,

The anomalous (for the hills) settlement pattern is only
partially a resultoof the availability of an extended

flat piece of land, It is more directly a result of the
anomalous economic position of this community. The forest
rangers, principal local businessmen, and the medical
practicante, as well as the driver of the jeep whe¢ch is
the principal connection between La Sabanita snd the
outside world, live in La Sabanita. Thus most of the in-
hdbitants of La Sabanita do not live by shifting cultivation,.
Their presence in the hills is related to some service or
supervisory function which they £f1l1l in relation to the

shifting cultivator communities farther into the hills,
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Thus the'physical establishment of their community isnnot
made in light of the same considerations which govern

the placing of the houses of the shifting cultivabors. They
are akle to retain to a grgater degree the closely nucled=
ted residential pattern which is more typical for the low-
lancs, and consequently for the Dominicen populuation as &
whole,

The relative dispersion of mountaineer settlement morpho-

logy has been touched on above, The question of its relative

permanence will now be broached, At one point in his life,

the man in the hills will probably get legally married (after
he already has children), build a sturdy EEEiQ in one place,
and settle down, Marital data on the 512 households shows
this pattern very clearly: men begin their marital careers
in consensual unions (usually, but not always, coresidene
tial)., Legal marriage typically comes late, The first

aze brackeé at which more than 50°% of the men are legally
married is the 40-49 bracket, where 65,4 of the men are
legally married (23,.,8% still being in consensual unions,).
This action ofggetting legally married is ideally the caste
ing of roots whence the man will ne'er more budge, Quite

a few men do kudge again, and a startling nubber of old men
have expressed the desire to leave the sierra and chance
life in the pueblo with c¢hildren or other relatives al=
ready there, But these moves are not a part cf the typical

shifting cultivation cycle, The pattern which is considered



kdeal, and which appeared to be the common practice before
‘hardship hit the sierra in various forms, was for the
shifting cultivation to be practiced from & permanent resi=-
dentiul base, A man di¢ his migrating in his youth, but
eventually settled down, Shifting cultivation is a way

cf life,but shifting resicence is not,

If a man has settled down, but available land is
distanty or if & young man still 4n his father's house needs
to go a distance f€o find land, the practice today is to
set up temporery residence on the conucoc, At certain
critical periods in the c¢ropping season, some family mem-
bers may have to move out and actually live on the conucc
if this is very far from the family Qghig. The temporary
dwelling erected on the conuco for this purpose is called
a rancho, It is an extremely primitife type of shelter in
which cooking and sleeping implements are crowdec into an
extremely small one room hut, The walls of the hut are most
often irregular boards fraom the woodé of the palm tree,
nailed to thicker uprightsy the top is covered with a

makeshiftrroof of cana or yagqua Though cases were seen where

a man will live completely alone’in the rancho, an effort
is usually made to have at least one female present to do
the cooking and washing of c¢lothes, Because the ranchcs are
located in wellenigh inaccessible sites, food must be transe
ported by animal from the principal residence to the rancho,
Residence on the rancho does not usually last for more than

a week st a time,
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The households for which census data were made avallalble
¢émptine the population of Monte Adentro, which is an adminis=-
trative unit called a seccidn: this unit is divided up into
smzller units, called parajes, Pino Tumbao anc la sabuanita
are both parajes within the larger seccidn of Meonte Adentro,
But though everybody knows what the name of hisppars je is,
there is little value in treatiny the paraje as & functional
unit in any sense, My choice of one paraje, Pino Tumbao, as
a focus of intemser observation was & practical choice, by
no means is Pino Tumbao a closed system or a corporate entity
in any sense of the wordl Though each paraje has its local
authority, appointed from without but a mémber of the local
community, the population dwelling within the bounds of a
given paraije in no sense coordinates its behavior in any
special way with the other members of the paraie, The genuine
group boundazries--in the sense of observable interpersonal
and interclonic¢ interaction--cut freely across paraje bounp
deries. The only important functional units above the level
of the individual are the coresidential units generallye-
but not exclusively——composed-of close consanguineally
or affimzlly relauted individuals, These units I have been
calling households, Over and above the household unit a
higher=level functioning unit can b? isolated on the basis
of joint participation in certain types of activities, These
units have already been briefly discussed when mention
was made of the patrilaterally related household clusters

which dot the hills,
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This distinction between functional units and adminis=-
trative units is essential to Keep in mind, 1n this sense
the situation in Monte Adentro, and the bominican Republic
as a whole, differs fundamentally from the situation re-
ported in several Central American communities.?2 In
these latter communities the admingstrative unit of the
village possesses genuine clonic status, An individuzal's
access to extravillage land, for example, is contingent on
his membership in a particular village, And squabbles occur
between villages as units over access to portions of lana
not locateé¢ in either village, sSuch a situation would
make no sense to the Dominican mountaineer, 1nitial, con=-
tinued, and exclusive access to plots of land is based on
other factors, later to be treated., Anpboay can come in
from the outside and, if other conditions are met, acquire
access to land, There are innimerable cases of cultivators
in one para {e being recognized as owners in one, two, or
more para jes other than the one in which they reside, Thus
the unit called a paraje scarcely merits the status of
*community." My use of the term community throughout this

paper is merely a terminological convenience,



