PSY 2012/Section 4042                                                                                                                                     Fall 2007                                                                                                                                                  

General Psychology:  Syllabus

INSTRUCTOR:
Professor richard griggs
Phone:  392-0601, ext. 224


Office Hours:
R 1:30 – 3:00 pm

Office:  PSY 082 (Basement)
TAs:
Lisa Merrill



Leo Andrade
Office::
McC-C 528



PSY 369
Office hours:
T & R
9:30 – 11:30 am

M 12:00 – 2:00pm   & W 3:00-5:00pm
Required Text:
Psychology: A Concise Introduction by Richard Griggs (Worth, 2006)

Class Particulars:   Class meets T 8th and 9th periods (3:00 – 4:55 pm) and R 9th period (4:05 – 4:55 pm) in NPB 1001


Grades will be based solely on the total points scored on exams, which will be multiple-choice in format. There are NO extra-credit projects or papers for this course. Class attendance is expected. I also expect you to have read and studied the relevant material in the text before each lecture. My lectures are structured under the assumption that you have done so. Information will be presented in class that is not in the text. Tests will include this material as well as the assigned reading in the text. If you miss a class meeting, it is up to you to get the notes from another student who was present. Unless you are disabled, we do not provide lecture notes or transparencies. Please also note that having your text with you in class will facilitate note taking because text figures will often be used in lecture. Classroom behavior: Turn off your phones and put them away. Do not talk with other students or disturb your classmates in any other way. In brief, be considerate.
There will be 3 non-cumulative exams. Each exam will be worth 50 points (50 questions, 1 point each). Thus, the maximum number of points is 150. No exam scores are dropped, and exam scores are not curved. The point totals needed for each course grade are given in the Course Grading Scale section below. All three exams are in the classroom at 3:00 pm. You will need photo ID (e.g., your UF student ID card) for identification at each exam. If you do not have such identification at the exam, you will be given a “0” on the exam. No one will be admitted to the classroom to take an exam after someone has completed the exam and left. If you arrive after the first student has left, you will not be allowed to take the exam and will be given a “0” on the exam. The exam dates (see Reading and Exam Schedule on reverse side) are firm and, barring natural disasters, will not be changed. If you cannot be here on these dates, then take another class or another section of this course. Early or late exams are not given. I also do not give make-up exams except in rare cases for documented (by the proper authority), acceptable (to me) reasons. Also note that you must notify me BEFORE the exam AND obtain MY permission for missing the exam PRIOR to the exam. If you miss an exam without obtaining my permission before the exam, you will be given a “0” on the exam. If any make-up exams are given, they will be short-answer in format and given as soon as possible after the original exam date.
By registering for this course, I assume that you have read, understood, and agreed to comply with the following statement on academic honesty from the UF student handbook: “I understand that the University of Florida expects its students to be honest in all of their academic work. I agree to adhere to this commitment to academic honesty and understand that my failure to comply with this commitment may result in disciplinary action, up to and including expulsion from the University.” Any student caught cheating on an exam will be given a “0” on that exam and reported for further disciplinary action.

Students with disabilities requesting special class or exam accommodations must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to me when requesting accommodations. This must be done well in advance of the first exam.


	Point Total
	Letter Grade
	Point Total
	Letter Grade
	Point Total
	Letter Grade

	135-150
	                 A
	113-119
	                 C+
	98-104
	                 D+

	128-134
	                 B+
	105-112
	                 C
	90-97
	                 D

	120-127
	                 B
	
	
	Less than 90
	                 E


Note: If you are taking this course on a S/U basis, you need 105 points or more to receive a grade of S.




There is a Psychology Department research requirement for all students enrolled in PSY 2012. This requirement will be explained to you in class during the second week of classes. Completion of this requirement does not affect your course grade but only whether you receive it or not. If you satisfy the requirement, then you receive the course grade that you earned. Failure to meet this requirement will automatically earn you an “I” (Incomplete) for the course. The “I” does NOT mean that you may take the class again but only that you must complete the research requirement by the end of the Spring 2008 term in order to have the I grade changed to the course grade that you earned. All of the participation credits are purged each term. Thus, you must start anew in meeting the requirement in the spring term. The only exceptions to this Incomplete-grade rule are those who fail the course and do not meet the requirement. They receive “E’s” at the end of this term. Thus, make sure you complete this requirement by the end of classes this term.

This course is designed as a broad general introduction to the field of psychology. Passing this course is a prerequisite to most advanced courses in psychology. These advanced courses develop in greater breadth and depth topics you will have read and heard about in this basic course. My primary objectives in this course are for you to attain an understanding of the scientific nature of psychology, an awareness of the major research approaches in contemporary psychology, and a working knowledge of the basic terminology, concepts, and research findings in psychology. An additional objective is for you to develop your critical thinking skills, especially with respect to the evaluation of research.




Dates
Topics
Reading Assigned
Aug 23 – Sep 25
Research Methods & Statistics 
Chapter 1
 
Neuroscience
Chapter 2

Sensation & Perception
Chapter 3
                                                                                                             
Sep 26 – Oct 30
Learning
Chapter 4


Memory
Chapter 5
 
Thinking & Intelligence
Chapter 6

Oct 31 – Dec 4
Personality Theories
Chapter 8



Social Psychology
Chapter 9


      Disorders & Therapies
Chapter 10

[Note: No class on Thursday, Nov 22nd, Thanksgiving]
[Note: Chapter 7 (Developmental Psychology) is NOT assigned.]


Exams and Exam Policies





Course Grading Scale





Exam scores will be posted only on Vista at http://lss.at.ufl.edu.  To login you need a gatorlink ID.


If you do not have one, go to http://gatorlink.ufl.edu.


.








         Reading and Exam Schedule





Exam 1, Tuesday, Sep 25th in classroom at class time 3:00 pm





Exam 2, Tuesday, Oct 30th in classroom at class time 3:00 pm








EXAM 3, Tuesday, Dec 4th in classroom at class time 3:00 pm








Course Description and Objectives





Research Requirement








