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Viozilla) AwMON, Swirra. Masculine Virtue in Early Modem Spain. Farnham, Surrey and Burlington: Ashgate
(EITET0X) (New His is: Cultural & Literary Studies), 2015. 156 pp. $104.05. ISBN 97814724 Show PD
41898, volume examines changing notions of masculinity in Spain from 1500 © 1700.

Rather than attesting to a crisis in masculinity owing to the fall and risc of the Spanish Empire, L
as much current scholarly opinion suggests, it studies texts that affirm normative masculinity by
re-inventing ways to enact it in new socio-political circumstances. Chaper 1 establishes the b Full Text
torical context of a formerly ambulatory court only recently fixed in Madsid. This centralization » Full Te>
of power resulted in a focus on the king whose favour required an aptitude in the art of pleasing

‘manners. The author investigates the quality of a wealth of primary material as guides of con-
dissimulation and adapt-

- Clas
duct for the perfect courtier, then traces new attitudes towards fam Lo
ability in the three subscquent chapters

Through Don Quixote and Lazarillo de Tomes, Chapter 2 discovers how the ill repute of fame
during the Middle Ages slowly makes way for a positive cthics of distinction in common and
in similar vein, re-evaluated

wouy papeojumoqt

individual identities. Chapter 3 looks at how early modern thinker:
as virtues what had previously been thought of as vices, in particular dissimulation. In Amor
close analysis of Dantisco’s Galateo espariol and Quevedo’s Discurso de las privanzas, dissimulation
shown to be increasingly praiseworthy, a pragmatic expedience in political communication
rather than a practice that draws opprobrium as a form of lying. The author’s depiction of a

general culture of secrecy is particularly noteworthy, a culture whose taste for riddles and higher
truth behind (and because of) concealment transpires in her excellent discussion of seventeen

century emblem collections. The fourth chapter treats adaptability, whose neo-stoic charge of
inconstancy becomes replaced by a newly laudable ideal of the ability to change according to
juelas, Lope de Vega's drama and De la Gasca’s conduct

circumstances in texts like Cervantes
‘manual

Firmly anchoring her approach in Butlerian performative gender studies, Armon reclaims
Norbert Elias’s writing on civilization and identity as a repetition of acts. This slim, accessible
volume will be of interest to anyone studying the early modern court and conduct literature, as
well as questions of gender in the Renaissance. [doi: 10.1093/fls/cqvog7]
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